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Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 24, 2021 
WELCOME   
 

PRELUDE                Variations on Galilee         - William H. Jude 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the 

waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose 

goodness cascades over all creation.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Holy God, you search us and know us.  You are acquainted 

with all our ways.  We confess that our hearts are burdened by 

sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We 

turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We 

distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its 

resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, 

gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even 

before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive 

them in your divine mercy.  Amen. 

 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ 

Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as 

God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of 

God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.  

Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN             “You Have Come to the Lakeshore”  

                          ELW 817 
 

GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE, Rise Up!  Shine!                        ELW S555a 

Stanzas 1 & 3 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us 

in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us 

worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                   Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get 

up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message 

that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according 

to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large 

city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 

going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and 

Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 

believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 

small, put on sackcloth.   

      10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he 

would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM 62 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text. 

 
 
For God alone my soul in silence waits; truly my hope is in him.  He alone is my 

rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.  In God is 

my safety and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge.  Put your trust in 

him always O people, pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.  

REFRAIN 
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Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, even those of low estate cannot 

be trusted.  On the scales they are lighter than a breath, all of them together.  

Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; though wealth 

increase, set not your heart upon it.  God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

that power belongs to God.  Steadfast love is yours O Lord, for you repay 

everyone according to his deeds.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                        I Corinthians 7:29-31 
 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from 

now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had 

none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, 

and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 

who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal 

with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 

present form of this world is passing away. 
 

Word of God, word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
All worshipers are invited to sing the Alleluias.  The choir will chant the proper. 

 

 
 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe 

in the good news.  

 

GOSPEL                                                                    Mark 1:14-20 
 

The gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 

the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 

news.” 

     16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 

his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
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fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 

you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 

nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.. 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Jesus Calls Us!”                ELW 696 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for 

deacons and deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all 

proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray.  

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and 

clean water, and for the well-being of creation, that God raise up 

advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us 

pray.  Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the 

world, for nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, for 

planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire 

all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray.  Have mercy, O 

God. 

 

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and 

all who await relief (especially), that in the midst of suffering, 

God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray.  Have mercy, 

O God. 

 

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, 

and for the organizations that meet here during the week, that 

God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us 

pray.  Have mercy, O God. 

 

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as 

an example of gospel living, that they point us to salvation through 

Christ, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
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Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for 

the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Savior.  Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

ANTHEM           “Come Follow Me Forever” – Patrick Liebergen 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER       Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a 

mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew 

in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend 

to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

grace.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                        ELW 153 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory.   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be 

fed. 

 

LAMB OF GOD           ELW 154 

 
MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Lesson for the Microcosm”                                      - John Travers 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER        Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your 

very life and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from 

this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your 

good news and serve others in your name.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                  “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”  

                 ELW 535 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Minuet”                                                              - George F. Handel 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Psalm 62 and Gospel acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavelchko,  © copyright 2007,   

St. James Music Press, used with permission. 

 

“”Come Follow Me Forever,”  By Johann Michael Haydn.  Arranged by Patrick Liebergen.  Copyright ©2001 by 

GIA Publications, Inc..  All rights reserved.  One License #A0736209. 
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In the Nets of the Kingdom 

Jan, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines 

from Michigan to Wisconsin. Bruce had sent her the ticket. The 

two met at a church youth convention; now she was going to be his 

high school prom date. Here’s how it happened: At the youth 

gathering, during each morning’s worship, the two held the same 

green hymn book. During the afternoon Bible studies, sitting cross-

legged in a circle on the floor, she read compellingly from her red 

leatherette Bible. For evening reflections, the prayers she pulled 

from her blue plastic packet of devotions swept the room. Bruce 

was bedazzled. That’s why he bought the ticket. When Jan stepped 

off the bus, she shimmered, telling him how from seat to seat along 

Highway 2 she had saved souls, netting fourteen converts on a 

colorful missionary journey. 

As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the 

kind of fishing for people Jesus was after when he passed along the 

Sea of Galilee, calling oily fishermen to “follow me.” What shook 

Simon and Andrew, James and John, and countless women and 

men throughout the ages to—immediately, impulsively—give up 

their nets, quit mending, abandon boats, and leave families and 

homes? 

Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us 

into a way of living, a manner of seeing, and a risk of not knowing 

but earnestly believing that when he asks us to step up, something 

more meaningful than all we have awaits us. 

Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony, 

in which we are constantly casting nets to catch more of what 

never satisfies. Jesus’ “follow me” is an epiphany. It is an 

invitation, not to “save souls,” but to be gathered and to gather the 

weak and despairing, to minister to the ruined and abandoned, 

scared and starving, to show compassion to the mean and unloving, 

and to embrace the great, greedy, proud, and demanding; all of this 

awaits us in the nets of God’s kingdom. 


