
 

  

 

 
   

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3 Bobbie Brown 

5 Jennifer Buysse 

5 Mathis Gonzales 

8 Jan Ruppel 

8 Nevaeh Snider 

9 Ann Hall 

10 Luke Buysse 

11 Maye Hanson 

 12 Karri Stelly 

17 Carol Ann Nichols 

17 Brandon Warden 

19 Marten Holeman 

20 Brittney Nolan 

21 Ryleigh Moerbe 

23 Gabrielle Nolan 

25 Sharon Proellochs 

26 John Babcock 

29 Justine Nolan 

30 Peyton Sappington 

31 Jean Spitznagle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 

 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 13—DECEMBER 20, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Third Sunday of Advent - Advent VI 

December 13, 2020 
 

Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 
1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist 
make clear that God is turning our 
mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. 
“All God’s children got a robe,” go the 
words of a spiritual. It is not so much a 
stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set 
of party clothes, clothes we are happy to 
wear. We receive that robe in baptism, 
and in worship we gather for a foretaste 
of God’s party. 

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month of 
December are given by Martha Zoch 
and Carl Owen in thanksgiving to God 
for His many blessings. 

 

And of his fulness have all we received, 
and grace for grace.  

(Jo. 1:16 KJV) 
 
 

 

Dec 6, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 13 Offering: $595.00 
Second Worship Service 

Attendance: 18 Offering: $270.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0 

Online Offering: $ 
 

MTD (Nov) Income : $2914.22 

MTD (Nov) Expenses : $3644.58 
YTD (Nov) Income : $179,054.06 

YTD (Nov) Expenses : $168,445.66 

 

 



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

MONDAY DECEMBER 14 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 
Choir Practice—6:00 pm 
Bell Practice—7:15 pm   

 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 15 
 

AA Meeting — 9:30 am 
 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 16 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 

Pinnacle Christmas Program 
 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 17 
 

AA Meeting — 9:30 am 
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 18 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 19 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 20 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council—12:15 pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $920,000.00 

Collected: $329,429.42 
Pledge: $160,450.00 

 

Please pray about a special        
donation or commitment to the 

BUILDING VISION! 

 
 

 

  

Give Witness and Rejoice 
 

The third Sunday of Advent—also 
known as Gaudete (rejoice)—is one in 

which the church has rejoiced as the 
advent of the Messiah draws nearer. 

Whether or not you mark this Sunday 
with a pink candle on the wreath, the 
texts for the day echo this rejoicing, 

this “we’re almost there” excitement, in 
a multitude of ways. Isaiah couples im-

ages of a people restored with images 
of weddings and springtime and oak 
trees. The psalmist offers up images of 

a harvest festival, and Paul urges us to 

rejoice “always.” 
 

John the Baptist, in 
his own way, calls for 
rejoicing by his ac-

knowledgment that 
he is not what we are 

waiting for. John, like 
us, has a mission to 
bear witness, but 

when he says “I am not,” we hear a 
clear contrast to all the ways Jesus will 

identify himself with the Father: “I am 
the bread of life.” “I am the resurrec-
tion.” “I am the good shepherd.” All 

these things Jesus will be for God’s 
people, but John’s job is simply to bear 

witness to the light. 
 

How do we bear witness, while still 
waiting? Or can joy in the midst of 

waiting be that very witness? In Advent 
we are not called to act as though we 
do not know how this story ends, as 

though Jesus’ birth and life, death and 
resurrection, are still before us. But 

we do know that sense of longing for 
God’s salvation to be fulfilled, and the 
temptation to imagine that we have to 

save ourselves, instead of waiting for 
God’s purposes to be worked out in 

God’s time. John reminds us that there 
can be joy in taking our proper place, 
pointing to Jesus without needing 

to be Jesus 



 

  

 

As disciples of Christ, our life’s expectation – like 
John the Baptist – is also to point to Jesus.  We are 
called to look with confidence into the future and 
anticipate the fulfillment of God’s promises.  We 
are called to look with confidence into the present 
and point out how God is here, active and moving.  
We are called to look with confidence into the past 
and bear witness to how God has been at work, 
even when we failed to see it at the time.  Past, 
present, and future – all full of expectation!   
5. How is God here, active, and moving in your 
life?  How is God here, active, and moving in the 
life of the church? 
 
All this looking is directed not to ourselves but to 
the One who is the true light, Jesus Christ.  The 
gospel writer of John offers a wonderful descrip-
tion of the attitude of a disciple:  to be “a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him.  He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light.”  (John 1:7-8 NRSV) 
7. How might you expect God to be present in 
your life this week? 
8. How might you point to the true life, Jesus 
Christ, during the week? What might prevent you 
from doing so?  How can you support others as 
they strive to testify to the light of Christ? 
 

Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus and be our guest.  Grant us ex-
pectant hearts, that we might bear witness to your 
coming in our midst.  Amen 
Dig Deeper 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 last word 
This week, be aware of your expectations 

of yourself and others. 
 
 

THANK YOU!! 
 

We are still participating in our monthly 
Sack Lunch Ministry. We prepared sack 
lunches and handed them out at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Orange on 
Sunday, November 29. Thank you to  
Lisa & Gary Deleon, Caleb, Charles & 
Amelia Hayes, Amber Wheatley and   
Pastor Paul for doing this wonderful   
mission.   

 

THANK YOU to all who helped with the 
First Friday Meal at First Presbyterian 
Church in Orange.  It was held last     
Friday, December 4. Thank you to Haley 
Bischof, Ann Hall, Martha Zoch, and  
Pastor Paul.  This is a monthly Soup 
Kitchen activity.  
 

VOLUNTEERS ROCK!!! 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Dorraine Babcock, 

Edith Babcock, 

James Brown, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Jim Graham, 

Elinda Gregoire, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Iris Hughes, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Lisa Reeves, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Breanna Simmons, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

And Kathy Viator. 

 

AND 
 

Pam Turner, 

Victor, Kathy & Colby Viator, 

Grace Walhood, 

Ronald, Amanda, Kaitlyn & Brandon 

Warden, 

And Marilyn Wheeler. 

 

Therefore, confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effective.  

James 5:16 (NIV) 



 

  

 

Third Sunday of Advent (B) – 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
An Attitude of Discipleship:  Expectant 
Focus Question:  What are you expecting this 
Advent season? 
 

word of life   
“He came to testify to the light.”  John 1:28 
(NRSV) 
 

Read John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Once again we meet John the Baptist, in this 
instance through the words of the Gospel writer 
of John.  Like the writer of Mark, the writer of 
John emphasizes John the Baptist’s uniqueness.   
 
Unlike Mark’s description of the Baptizer, the 
writer of John focuses not on John’s unique at-
tire and diet, but rather on John the Baptist’s 
unique role in the Good News story of Jesus.  
John is to expectantly bear witness to Jesus, the 
light of the world. 
 
Clearly, John had a strong following of disci-
ples.   Mark’s Gospel indicates that “people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him” (Mark 1:5 NRSV).  He obviously stirred 
the expectations of the people, so much so that 
the Jewish leaders sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”  (John 
1:19 NRSV) 
 
Even more clear is John the Baptist’s own un-
derstanding of his role.  He is not the promised, 
expected Messiah.  He is not Elijah, taken up to 
heaven in a chariot and expected to return to be 
the forerunner of the Messiah.  Nor is he “the 
prophet” – one like Moses who was expected to 
fulfill the law, leading, and guiding the people.  
No, John’s singular role is to testify to the light 
– to prepare for One who is to come.  His mes-
sage of expectation and witness echoes the 
words of the prophet Isaiah:  “Make straight the 
way of the Lord.”  (John1:23 NRSV; Isaiah 40: 
3)   
1. What are some of the roles you have in your 
daily life? 
2. What is your role as a disciple of Jesus? 
What are some of the expectations associated 
with those roles?  Are they clear to you? 

 
“The light” is rich with symbolism in John’s 
Gospel.  It is God’s creative, life-giving Word, 
active and present in a dark world.  (See John 
1:1-5)  John the Baptist’s role is to serve as a 
window to that light, pulling back the curtain so 
the light could be seen.   
 

. 
 
 

 

  

 Through his call to “make straight the way of the 
Lord” (John 1:23 NRSV), John the Baptist paves 
the road for Jesus.  He challenges people to 
clean the film and dust of sin away so the light 
can be brightly seen. 
 
Note that the One John the Baptist anticipates 
(and about whom he testifies) is already present 
and “stands among you.”  (John 1:26 NRSV)  
John’s role is secondary to the one who comes 
after him.  John is not worthy to “untie the thong 
of his sandal” – a humble act of a servant or 
slave. 
 
John the Baptist’s witness and expectation 
comes to fulfillment in Jesus.  As the gospel sto-
ry continues, the next day John sees Jesus com-
ing toward him and he declares, “Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.” (John 1:29 NRSV) 
 
For John and for the disciples of every age, testi-
mony bears fruit.  Expectation finds fulfillment.   
All in the person of Jesus, the light of the world. 

4. How does Jesus fulfill your expecta-
tions? 

 

word among us   
“Expectation.”  It’s an interesting word.  We 
speak of a young woman anticipating the birth 
of a child as “expecting.”  We use it to articulate 
that which we anticipate.  Expectations are not 
“pie-in-the-sky” hopes and dreams with no basis 
in reality; rather, there is a certain level of confi-
dence that the anticipated hope will reach fulfill-
ment. 
1. What do you expect might happen this 
week? 
How confident are you that your expectations 
will become reality? 
   
There is a saying often heard from teachers and 
counselors:  the measure of what people will 
achieve often reflects the expectations others 
have of them.  Expect low results, and the per-
son will live down to them.  Expect great things, 
and the person is challenged to stretch and grow. 
3. What do you expect of a disciple of Christ? 
What might God’s expectation be?  

 
John the Baptist had high expectations.  He an-
ticipated the coming of the Christ.  His life’s 
mission – his life’s expectation – was that of 
pointing to the promised Messiah.  Time and 
again, he directed attention away from himself 
and toward Jesus.  Even though others didn’t 
readily recognize Jesus as the fulfillment of their 
expectations, he tirelessly said, “Look around.  
See the Christ who is present, in your midst!” 
 

 


