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Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost – Advent 1 

November 8, 2020 
WELCOME 
  

PRELUDE      Variations on Osomŏ   - Roberta Rowland-Raybold 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose 

forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived 

as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive 

by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We 
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have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 

neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, 

O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each 

day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your 

sins are forgiven, and you are free— free from all that holds you 

back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be 

strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and 

accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

 

 

 

 
1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

 once for our salvation slain; 

 thousand thousand saints attending 

 join to sing the glad refrain: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

2 Now redemption, long-expected, 

 comes in solemn splendor near; 

 all the saints this world rejected 

 thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 See the day of God appear! 
 

3 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

 high on thine eternal throne; 
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 Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 

 claim the kingdom as thine own. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND GREETING 

The first candle of the wreath is lit as we pray. 

 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our 

days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle 

on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet 

our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels.  Enlighten 

us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him 

with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 

certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                    ELW S529 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The cantor will 

sing the verses. 

 
Turn to us again, O God, our Savior, let your anger cease from us. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
Show us your compassion, O God our Lord, grant us your salvation. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 
Come and bring salvation; we wait, O God; may your glory dwell in us. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  O God of justice and love, you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we 

need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                      Amos 5:18-24 
 

18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 70 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

sing the verses.     
 

 
 

Be pleased O God to deliver me; O Lord make haste to help me.  Let those who 

seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed; let those who take pleasure in 

my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.  Let those who say to “Aha!” and 

gloat over me turn back, because they are ashamed.    REFRAIN 
 

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your 

salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!”   But as for me, I am poor and 

needy; come to me speedily O God.  You are my helper and my deliverer; O 

Lord do no tarry.  REFRAIN   

 

SECOND LESSON                  I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 

those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 

have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 

have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, 

that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 

will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord 

himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with 

the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, 

will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord 

in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 

encourage one another with these words. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will  

chant the verse. 
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Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day  

your Lord is coming. 

 

GOSPEL                                            Matthew 25:1-13 

 

The holy gospel, according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be 

like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 
4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the 

bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! 

Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and 

trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 

of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, 

‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go 

to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went 

to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 

with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later 

the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep 

awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        “Wait for the Lord                 ELW 262 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The cantors will 

sing the verses of the hymn. 

 
 

Prepare the way for the Lord.  Make a straight path for God. 
 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 
 

All the earth will see the Lord. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  God is at hand. 
 

Seek first the kingdom of God; seek and you shall find.   

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the 

outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. 

Enliven our worship with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the 

work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and 

prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world 

you have made. Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and 

artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with your 

creation. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign 

over the courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard 

the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases 

where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O 

God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. 

Share the hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those 

who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place 

in this world. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the 

lives of active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who 

mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, 

both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of 

all who have died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our 

own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your 

kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until 

that day when you gather all creation around your throne where 

you will reign forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM         “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”        - Evelyn Larter 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
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Let us pray.  Generous God, you have created all that is, and you 

provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer, that 

through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the 

name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you 

will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 

the world in righteousness. And so, with all the saints, with the 

choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                        ELW 190 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory.   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. 
 

Please be seated. 

LAMB OF GOD            ELW 199 

 

 

 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

“Adagio”                         - John Bennett 

          

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In 

this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless 

mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



13 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN   “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”    ELW 632 
Stanzas 1, 4, 5, 6 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“A Diapason Movement”                                        - William Boyce 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Psalm 70 and Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavelchko, St. James Music Press.  Used with permission.  

 All rights reserved 

 

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers,”  Evelyn R. Larter, ©2014 St. James Music Press. All rights reserved   Used with licensed  permission.    

Used Under ONE LICENSE #A-736209 
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A 2020  

Expanded Advent 

by The Very Rev’d William H. Petersen, PhD, DD 

In past years congregations in the dioceses of Newark, Rochester, 

Georgia, Ohio, Southern Ohio, Olympia (WA) and New Westminster 

(BC) have participated and some will again this year. This will help build 

a body of reflected experience over time in this effort of liturgical 

renewal. This year we are also adding congregations from the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and the United Methodist Church.  

I am the founder and convener of the Advent Project Seminar in the 

North American Academy of Liturgy (people who are liturgical scholars 

and/or teach worship in the seminaries of a broad spectrum of churches 

including Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman 

Catholic, and United Church of Christ). The aim of the seminar is to 

promote a calendar change in our liturgical year that would expand 

Advent to the seven weeks before Christmas. In our fifth year of 

existence we are in the process of gathering data from trial usage in 

selected test sites prior to engaging any official process of calendar 

alteration in any tradition.  

Why Expand Advent? Two principal reasons come to mind. First, the 

churches long ago lost the Advent season to what I call the “Christmas 

culture” of our society. We all know that Christmas decorations and gift 

items begin to appear in all kinds of stores way before Hallowe’en. After 

October 31 the manifestation becomes complete! By the time the new 

church year begins a month later in December with Advent I, the 

churches are tempted to make the season exclusively a four-week 

journey to Bethlehem. But that focus is only one pole (and secondary at 

that!) of the Advent season. The primary one is beginning the new 

church year with a steady look at the “end times,” that is, at the goal of 

fulfillment of all the implications of Christ’s resurrection for humanity 

and, indeed, the entire creation. This is usually called the “kingdom” or 

the “reign of God.” That emphasis is intended to give the beginning of 

the annual cycle of the liturgical year an emphasis that will help 

Christians to engage ever more deeply in Christ’s mission of peace, 

justice, and the integrity of creation. Having these things firmly in heart, 

mind, and will we may be able more authentically to enter into the yearly 

round from Bethlehem to the Passion, Pentecost, and the celebration of 
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All Saints that concludes the year. Starting Advent in November would, 

at least, give the primary focus of the season a chance before we are all 

overcome by carols in Mall music. The second reason for an expanded 

season has to do with setting before us in our worship, rooted in 

Scripture, an alternative and, I think, more authentic vision of the “end 

times” or the “reign of God” than those otherwise so effectively media-

touted ones offered in fundamentalist, millenialist, or rapturist versions. 

Whether this is possible and effective is, of course, part of the test in trial 

usage. What Will Change? Very little. (“Whew, what a relief!” I hear 

you exclaim as you read this).  

The lections (readings) for an expanded Advent season are in place as the 

ones we already hear in our three-year cycle. Listen closely this year and 

see if, in fact, there is not a change in the atmosphere and tone of the 

lessons after All Saints’ Day really concludes the long season of 

Pentecost. There will be, of course, some musical emphases that appear 

in hymns specifically for Advent. Weekly antiphons that are based in the 

Messianic titles for Christ that form the verses of “O come, O come 

Emmanuel” may also help us focus on the major theme of the season. 

The Prayers of the People may be more thematically oriented as well. At 

this writing, we are still working on the logistics of providing a seven-

candle Advent wreath (as usual, “the devil is in the details”). For the rest, 

Advent blue will replace Pentecost green three weeks earlier this year; 

the Eucharistic liturgy will remain the standard for worship on the Lord’s 

Day; and, finally, with an expanded Advent, we may come to the 

celebration of Bethlehem with a clearer understanding of why we are 

embarking once again on the annual pilgrimage of the liturgical year.  

My hope, of course, is that this all-too-brief explanation will help in 

raising your awareness of what Advent is all about and why we are 

engaged in this trial usage. Such awareness is singularly important for 

participation in the liturgy– one of the glories of our tradition is that we 

worship as active participants and not just as observers or audience.  
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Invitation to Grace 

The parable of the ten bridesmaids easily draws our attention to the 

differences in their levels of preparation. Some have enough oil to 

welcome the bridegroom; others do not. The ability of each 

bridesmaid to control her fate finds ready ears in a culture that 

favors independence and individual effort. Every day we see the 

consequences—good or bad—of our actions. 

The early part of the parable speaks to a commonality among the 

bridesmaids. As they wait for the bridegroom, all of them become 

drowsy and fall asleep. Then comes the cry, “Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” We might hear this as a 

command. We certainly have commands from God throughout 

Scripture. However, what if we heard the cry as an invitation? 

God’s commands are a gift that invites us to live into the reality of 

the ever-present and ever-coming kingdom. God does not force or 

compel us to follow, to be obedient, or to love. It is always framed 

as an invitation. The psalmists invite us to praise God. God invites 

the people of Israel into covenantal relationship. Jesus invites all 

who are weary to come to him and find rest. 

If the kingdom of heaven is close to us now, of course our actions 

will have consequences. Whether we choose to love or hate, share 

or hoard, work for peace or not—all of these choices impact the 

people around us. And yet, God’s command that we live into a way 

of love is not coercive, but rather an invitation to life. 

In worship we gather around the sacraments of baptism and the 

eucharist. Neither is forced; neither is required. Both are 

invitations to experience what Augustine called visible signs of 

God’s invisible grace, a gift given for each and every one of us. 

 


