
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

945 W. Round Bunch Rd., Bridge City, TX   77611 

 (409) 735-4573 

 
 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

St. Luke, Evangelist 
October 18, 2020 

 
Luke was a Gentile physician, a follower of Christ, and a companion of Paul.  

Little else is known of his life.   The two-volume work, the third gospel and Acts 

is attributed to him.  Tradition says he was one of the seventy disciples 

commissioned by Jesus, that he was perhaps the other disciple with Cleopas on 

the road to Emmaus, that he was a painter, that he preached in Bithynia, and that 

he died at the age of 84 in Boetia.  Paul refers to Luke as “the beloved 

physician,” and thus, Luke is considered the patron of physicians and healers. 

 

 Luke is careful to place the events of Jesus’ life in both their social and 

religious contexts.   Some of the most loved parables, including the good 

Samaritan and the prodigal son, are found only in this gospel.   Luke’s gospel 

has also given the church some of its most beautiful songs:  the Benedictus sung 

at morning prayer, the Magnificat sung at evening prayer, and the Nunc Dimittis 

sung at the close of the day.    
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Luke is represented by a winged ox. Oxen were used in temple sacrifices. For 

instance, when the Ark of the Covenant was brought to Jerusalem, an ox and a 

fatling were sacrificed every six steps (II Samuel 6). St. Luke begins his Gospel 

with the announcement of the birth of St. John the Baptizer to his father, the 

priest Zechariah, who was offering sacrifice in the Temple (Luke 1). St. Luke 

also includes the parable of the Prodigal Son, in which the fatted calf is 

slaughtered, not only to celebrate the younger son’s return, but also to 

foreshadow the joy we must have in receiving reconciliation through our most 

merciful Savior who as Priest offered Himself in sacrifice to forgive our sins. 

Therefore, the winged ox reminds us of the priestly character of our Lord and 

His sacrifice for our redemption. 

 

WELCOME 
  

PRELUDE             Variations on Abbot’s Leigh    - Valerie Floeter 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 

sustains us and all of creation.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive 

to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving 

embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one 

another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 

before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and 

turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his 

death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth 

that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 

God’s work in the world. Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN           “We Come to You for Healing, Lord”  

                                                                                           ELW 617 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE                                                                              ELW 155 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you inspired your servant Luke to 

reveal in his gospel the love and healing power of your Son.  Give 

your church the same love and power to heal, and to proclaim 

your salvation among the nations to the glory of your name, 

through Jesus Christ, you Son, our healer, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                     Isaiah 43:8-13 

 

 8Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, 

 who are deaf, yet have ears! 

 9Let all the nations gather together, 
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 and let the peoples assemble. 

 Who among them declared this, 

 and foretold to us the former things? 

 Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, 

 and let them hear and say, "It is true." 

 10You are my witnesses, says the LORD, 

 and my servant whom I have chosen, 

 so that you may know and believe me 

 and understand that I am he. 

 Before me no god was formed, 

 nor shall there be any after me. 

 11I, I am the LORD, 

 and besides me there is no savior. 

 12I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

 when there was no strange god among you; 

 and you are my witnesses, says the LORD. 

 13I am God, and also henceforth I am He; 

 there is no one who can deliver from my hand; 

 I work and who can hinder it? 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 124 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text. 

 
If the Lord had not been on our side, let Israel now say; if the Lord had not been 

on our side, when enemies rose up against us; then would they have swallowed 

us; then would the waters have overwhelmed us, and the torrent gone over us; 

then would the raging waters have gone right over us.  REFRAIN 

 

Blest be the Lord!   He had not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.  We 

have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; the snare is broken and 

we have escaped.  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and 

earth. REFRAIN 
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SECOND LESSON                               II Timothy 4:5-11 

 
5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

     6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the 

time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is 

reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but 

also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

     9Do your best to come to me soon, 10for Demas, in love with this 

present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens 

has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11Only Luke is with me. Get 

Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful in my ministry. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will  

chant the verse. 
 

 
 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 

peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation. 

 

GOSPEL                                      Luke 1:1-4, 24:44-53 

 

The holy gospel, according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the 

events that have been fulfilled among us, 2just as they were handed 

on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 

servants of the word, 3I too decided, after investigating everything 
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carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, 

most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may know the truth 

concerning the things about which you have been instructed. 
     44Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you — that everything written about me in 

the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled." 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am 

sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, 

he blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from 

them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 

                                         Stanzas 1, 2, 5                         ELW 579   

   

SERVICE OF HEALING 

 

Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come 

near and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing—with 

prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of 

Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust 

to God all who are in need of healing. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Loving God, our source and our final home, we give you thanks 

for the gifts of life on earth, for our human bodies and all you have 

created. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Merciful God, by the wounds of your Son we are healed. Bring 

your saving health to all people. In your great mercy, hear us, O 

God. 

 

Holy God, your Spirit came upon us in the waters of baptism and 

brought us into the communion of saints. Renew in us the grace of 

baptism, by which we share in Christ’s death and resurrection. In 

your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Mighty God, your Son Jesus brought healing and wholeness to all. 

Bring your healing presence now to all who are sick or in pain. 

Grant hope to all who are discouraged or in despair. In your great 

mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Compassionate God, the strength of those who suffer, bring hope 

and peace to all who are in mental, physical, or spiritual distress. In 

your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Almighty God, source of human knowledge, give skill, wisdom, 

and compassion to all who provide medical care. In your great 

mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Loving God, our creator and redeemer, give gentleness and 

courage to family members, friends, and caregivers of those who 

suffer. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

God of great and abundant mercy, with your presence sustain all 

for whom we pray. Drive away their suffering, give them firm 

hope, and strengthen their trust in you; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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O Lord, holy Father, giver of health and salvation, send your Holy 

Spirit to sanctify this oil, that, as your apostles anointed many that 

were sick and healed them, so may those who in faith and 

repentance receive this holy balm be made whole;  through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive this oil as a 

sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ. 

 
After all have received the oil… 

 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your 

servants; drive away all sickness of body and spirit; make whole 

that which is broken; deliver them from the power of evil and 

preserve them in true faith, to share in the power of Christ’s 

resurrection and to serve you with all the saints now and evermore. 

When they are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give 

them patience; when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, 

assure them of the support of your holy people. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM                           “O Christ, the Healer We Have Come”    

- Carl Schalk  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You 

have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us 

for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 
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drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering 

world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                        ELW 190 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory.   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and 

drink. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD            ELW 199 
 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Offertoire”                                                               - John Marshall 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER              
 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have 

once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood 

of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into 

your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who 

hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus 

Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYM         “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus”            ELW 392 

Stanzas 1, 2, 5 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Voluntary”                                                          - Maurice Greene 
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