
 

  

 

 
   

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Tim Beard 

3 Marilyn Wheeler 

4 Dale Corkran 

6 Marilyn Bennett 

6 Alexa Moerbe 

6 Trevor Trahan 

11 Rhett Moerbe 

12 Emma Buysse 

12 Donna Lanthier 

14 Pat Appel 

15 Danielle Gonzales 

18 Linda Schulz 

19 Trent Corkran 

20 Clint Smith 

21 Charles Hall 

24 Arthur Sherwood 

26 Brennan Jones 

28 Christi Moerbe 

30 Kaden Stelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

SEPTEMBER 27—OCTOBER 4, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 27, 2020 

 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who 
don’t do what they say reveals       
surprises in the reign of God. In the 

reading from Ezekiel the people claim 
the ways of the Lord are unfair, while 

God offers repentance and new life. 
Paul urges us to look to Christ as a 
model of humility, putting the         

interests of others above our own. 
Nourished by the broken bread and 
shared cup, we offer our lives for the 

sake of our needy world.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 

of September are given by Lisa and 
Ed Reeves in honor of her mother, 
Pat Appel, in celebration of her 

birthday.  

 

Sep 20, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 13 Offering: $125.00 
Second Worship Service 

Attendance: 19 Offering: $1,775.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $400.00 

Online Offering: $75.00 
 

MTD Income : $9,172.91 
MTD Expenses : $11,221.06 
YTD Income : $145,714.30 

YTD Expenses : $130,275.31 

 

         



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Confirmation—12:00 pm 

Church Council—12:15 pm 

 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 
Choir Practice—6:00 pm   
Bells Practice—7:15 pm 

 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 30 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 

 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 1 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 2 
First Presbyterian Church Meal—8:30 am 

 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 3 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Art In The Park— 9:00 am 

Dorothy Eckhardt Funeral –10:00 am 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $800,000.00 
 

Collected: $327,709.42 
 

Pledge: $160,450.00 
 

Please pray about a special        

donation or commitment to the 
BUILDING VISION! 

 
 

 

  

 

HURRICANE LAURA 
 

We were AGAIN very busy last week  

after the Hurricane came through. 
Some happenings included: 
 

Sunday: The group from Inspiritus  
packed up and left to go to help out the 
victims of Hurricane Sally in the       

Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi   
area. 

Thursday: Sandwiches were prepared 
by Marilyn Bennett, Lisa & Gary    
Deleon, Martha Zoch & Carl Owen, and 

Pastor Paul. 
Friday: The sandwiches made the   

previous day were bagged and then       
delivered  to Sulphur.   The people 
helping were Caleb Hayes, Martha 

Zoch & Carl Owen, and Pastor Paul. 
They gave out about 250 sandwiches. 
 

We have been so blessed to be able to 
help the hurricane victims in our way. 

God Bless You All!!! 
 
AND THANKS TO ALL WHO           
CONTINUE TO HELP. 
 

ELECTION WORKERS NEEDED 
The Orange County Elections           
Department need workers for the     
November 3rd election. They must be 

Orange County residents. The contact 
people are Elections Administrator—

409-882-7973, Trudy Pellerin 409-735
-4295 or Pat Sherwood 409-670-2797. 
 

BE COUNTED 
If you haven’t registered with the    
census yet, you can call and register 
before October 31 (the deadline) at      

1-800-923-8282.  One of our member’s 
entire block was missed, so this is a 

very important thing to do. 
 
Open our eyes and make us aware of the     
opportunities we have to bless others in need. 
Help us to not be selfish, help us to share. All 
that we have is Yours and we surrender to 
You.  



 

  

honestly and acknowledge our failings, our times 
of saying, “yes” and then not doing anything, or 
our times of saying “no” when we should have 
said, “yes.”   
4. Give an example in your own life when you said 
no, but later changed your mind. 
5. Which person would you rather work beside:  
the one who says no, but comes through or the one 
who says yes, but doesn’t show up?   
6. How can we develop the quality of our “yes” 
meaning “yes”? 
 
But repentance is also a grace-filled gift because it 
leads us back to the grace of God, where we are 
reminded that we are not ultimately bound by our 
past actions and by what we have done, but by 
what God in Christ has done for us.  The question 
becomes, “What do we do with such unbridled 
grace – grace that both judges and forgives, grace 
that includes both those inside the religiously    
acceptable circle as well as those who are      
seemingly on the outside?”  This is the challenge 
for the Christian disciple.  
7. Why is God’s grace so challenging to receive? 
8. How is your life different because of God’s 
grace? 
 

 
Prayer Loving God, receive our repentant spirit 
and make us new.  Amen 
Dig Deeper 
Psalm 51:10-17 

last word  
This week, ponder your “yes” and “no”.   

Do your decisions 
consistently serve Christ? 

  Daily Discipleship 
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 

Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 

www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship                                                                            

 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who donated 
money for the St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Lake Charles that was devastated.  We 
forwarded that money to the Synod for 
disbursement.  Thank you to the people 
that donated money and goods toward 
the lunch projects that we worked on for 
the people of Sulphur.  Also thank you to 
the Synod for their monetary gift to help 
us with our  disaster relief efforts! 
 

SEPTEMBER SERVICE PROJECT 
Our September Service Project is the        
collection of school supplies for the area 
students. This includes everything      
needed to prepare them to concentrate 
on learning when they get back to school. 
Please help our area youth by purchasing 
and bringing those supplies to the 
church. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Rev. John Alexander, 

Edith Babcock, 

Frances Boudreaux, 

James Brown, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Charles Hall, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Jim Graham, 

The Family of Betty Hamilton, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Iris Hughes, 

Brad Lanthier, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Carol Ann Nichols, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Arnold Proellochs, 

Mike Rahja, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Pat Sherwood, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

Grace Walhood, 

and Amanda Warden. 
 

AND 
 

Elinda Gregoire, 

Charles & Ann Hall, 

William & Desiree Hall, Lauren Scott, 

Gerald Bryant, 

And Maye Hanson. 

 
Then you will call on me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. 13 You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all 

your heart.  (Jr. 29:12-13) 



 

  

Sunday, September 25-October 
1 (A) – Matthew 21:23-32 
The Challenge of Discipleship:  Responsible 
Living 
Focus Question:  What makes you change your 
mind? 
 

word of life   
“Which of the two did the will of his father?”  
Matthew 21:31 (NRSV) 
 
 
Read Matthew 21:23-32 
Power and authority are key issues in the context 
of this week’s reading.  Between this week’s 
lesson and last week’s parable of the laborers in 
the vineyard, Matthew describes a gathering 
storm of controversy over Jesus’ authority.    
Jesus foretells his death and resurrection (20:17-
19), only to have the mother of the disciples 
James and John ask for her sons to be in a      
position of authority in Jesus’ kingdom. 
(Matthew 20:20-28)  Jesus enters in triumph into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and promptly     
overturns the tables of the money-changers in 
the temple. (Matthew 21:1-7)  
 
The multitudes are following Jesus; after all, he 
reaches out to the outcasts and sinners.  The  
religious leaders are threatened and question his 
authority.  They confront Jesus in the temple.  
Their weapons are barbed questions; Jesus    
responds with the parable of the two sons.  
(Matthew 21:28-32) 
1. What word of challenge and judgment is in 
this parable?   
2. Count the number of times the word 
“authority” is used in this passage.  What is at 
stake over the issue of authority? 
 
Once again, the setting of the parable is the  
vineyard – the place where the landowner      
offered free, unmerited grace in the previous 
parable. (Matthew 20:1-16) Now the hearer is 
challenged with the implications of this grace.  
Such grace leads to changed minds and hearts – 
repentance.   This change is seen in the first son, 
who at first refuses the invitation and call to 
work in the vineyard, but later experiences a 
change of heart and goes to work. He             
experiences a change of mind that leads to a 
change of life.   In contrast is the second son, 
who initially says, “Yes,” to his father’s         
invitation but then fails to respond.   
3.What is the relationship between faith,        
repentance, and response? 
4. With which son do you relate?  Why? 
5. Imagine a conversation between the two sons 
at the end of the day.  What would it be like? 
6. Imagine a conversation between the mother 
and father of these two sons.  What would it be 
like?  

  

  
Grace is amazing – and challenging.  It is   
amazing in its breadth – the outcast, the sinner, 
the least expected are all included. And it     
challenges the usual, expected, acceptable order.  
It offers the freedom to change and be changed.  
And it calls forth trust and belief.    
 
The first son experiences the grace to turn back 
from his first word and offer the “yes” of faith.  
The second son knows the right words to say but 
fails to put the words into practice.  The tax   
collectors and the prostitutes seem at first glance 
to say “no” to God; but their hearts are open to 
God’s message and messenger.  In contrast, the 
religious leaders and scribes appear to be      
obedient – to say “yes” to God; but they have 
failed to be open to God’s life-changing grace. 
7. How does grace lead to changed lives – to 
repentance? 
8. What word of grace is in this parable? 
 
 
Word among us    
 
Imagine picking up the morning paper and    
discovering that you had died the day before!  
That happened years ago as a newspaper        
erroneously reported the death of a famous man.  
The error gave the man the interesting           
opportunity to read what people would say about 
him after he had died. 
 
So he began to read.  He read past the bold    
caption that said, “Dynamite king dies,” to the 
text itself.  He was taken aback to find that he 
was described as “a merchant of death,” for he 
was the inventor of dynamite and had amassed a 
great fortune from it. 
 
The description in the newspaper sparked a 
change.  Did he really want to be remembered 
this way?  In that moment, he experienced a 
healing power greater than the destructive force 
of dynamite.  He changed his life direction and 
devoted his energy and money to works of peace 
and human betterment.  Today, he is best       
remembered as the founder of the Nobel Peace 
Prize – Alfred Nobel – all because he had the 
grace-filled experience to see himself as others 
saw him and the freedom to set his life in a     
different direction. 
1. What are examples in your own life when you 
changed your mind and commitment in order to 
follow Christ? 
2. How might God’s grace lead us to             
responsible living? 
3. What does “responsible living” mean? 
 
Grace leads to a change of heart – to repentance, 
which is an awesome and sometimes terrifying 
gift.  Repentance forces us to look at ourselves  


