
 

  

 

 
   

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Tim Beard 

3 Marilyn Wheeler 

4 Dale Corkran 

6 Marilyn Bennett 

6 Alexa Moerbe 

6 Trevor Trahan 

11 Rhett Moerbe 

12 Emma Buysse 

12 Donna Lanthier 

14 Pat Appel 

15 Danielle Gonzales 

18 Linda Schulz 

19 Trent Corkran 

20 Clint Smith 

21 Charles Hall 

24 Arthur Sherwood 

26 Brennan Jones 

28 Christi Moerbe 

30 Kaden Stelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 13—SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 13, 2020 

 

In today’s second reading Paul    
questions why we judge one another, 

since we all stand before the judgment 
of God. Yet we do sin against one    
another, and Jesus’ challenge that we 

forgive seventy-seven times reveals 
God’s boundless mercy. When we hear 

the words of forgiveness in worship 
and sign ourselves with the cross, we 
are renewed in baptism to be signs of  

reconciliation in the world.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 

of September are given by Lisa and 
Ed Reeves in honor of her mother, 
Pat Appel, in celebration of her 

birthday.  

 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far has he removed our transgressions from us. (Ps. 
103:11-12)  

Sep 6, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 12 Offering: $707.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 16 Offering: $1,222.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $0.00 
Online Offering: $.00 

 
MTD Income : $5,420.81 

MTD Expenses : $2,291.35 

YTD Income : $141,962.20 
YTD Expenses : $121,345.60 

 

       



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 14 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 
Choir Practice—6:00 pm   
Bells Practice—7:15 pm 

 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 16 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 

 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 17 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 18 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council—12:15 pm 

 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $800,000.00 
 

Collected: $325,389.42 
 

Pledge: $160,450.00 
 

Please pray about a special        
donation or commitment to the 

BUILDING VISION! 

 
 

 

  

 

HURRICANE LAURA 
 

We were AGAIN very busy last week after 
the  Hurricane came through. Some of our   
relief efforts included: 
Monday: Salvation Army Food Truck 
served hot food for lunch and dinner. A 
group from Baytown came and helped  
prepare sandwiches and were helped by  
the entire Buysse family, Charles Hall, 
Martha Zoch & Carl Owen, and Pastor 
Paul.  The sandwiches were then taken to 
Sulphur, La and handed out to the needy 
there. They gave out 160 sandwiches. 
 
Wednesday: People from Inspiritus came 
and started setting up their base camp to 
begin their efforts to help with the       
Hurricane disaster relief. 
 
Thursday: Sandwiches were prepared and 
delivered again to Sulphur. The people 
helping were Dorraine Babcock, Caleb, 
Charles, & Amelia Hayes, Carol Ann   
Nichols, Mary Odom, Martha Zoch & Carl 
Owen, Marjie Mitchell, Kaitlyn & Brandon 
Warden, and Pastor Paul. They gave out 
190 sandwiches. 
 
Last week the helpers for the food hand 
outs on Wednesday and Thursday were 
Danielle, David, Miles & Mathis Gonzales, 
Ann & Charles Hall, Amber Wheatley, 
Caleb, Charles & Amanda Hayes and    
Pastor Paul. 
Prior to the hurricane, Caleb Hayes and 
Pastor Paul made sandbags for the church 
and the preschool building to prepare for 
the water. 
 KUDOS to our wonderful people!  

 

INSPIRITUS 
 

We have volunteers with the group        
Inspiritus camped at our church as they 
go out to Texas and Louisiana locations to 
help rebuild and revive hope after the   
devastation of Hurricane Laura.  These 
people are busy as bees -  please say hello 
if you notice them buzzing around our   
area.  
If you wish to volunteer or if you need    
assistance in the Bridge City area, please 
call The Inspiritus Homeowner Hotline 409
-221-8275. 



 

  

become victimized again.  There is no room or 
energy to follow Jesus Christ in mission and    
ministry. 
5. What makes forgiving so difficult? 
 
Forgiveness does not happen with a snap of the 
fingers.  Sometimes it takes a lifetime to forgive.  
Forgetting is not proof that forgiveness has or  
hasn’t occurred.  We can learn from the past 
wounds so they are not  repeated.  Yet, in         
forgiving, our life is changed.  We are not the 
same.  Our relationship with those we forgive, and 
with those who have forgiven us, is different.   
 
One of the most challenging things for disciples of 
Jesus Christ is not just to receive forgiveness for 
ourselves, but also to extend forgiveness to others.  
By the grace of God, disciples of Jesus are         
forgiven and forgiving.  
6. Who do you need to forgive?  (Take a moment 
for silent prayer.) 
  
 
Prayer Forgiving Christ, teach us to forgive.  
Amen 
Dig Deeper 
Luke 23:32-34 
 
last word  

This week, make a list of people 
who are in need of your forgiveness. 

Ask God to help you forgive them  
 

  Daily Discipleship 
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 

Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 

www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship                                                                            

 

ESTATE SALE/GARAGE SALE 
 

The Estate Sale which was held on      
August 13, 14, 15, and 22 was a great 
success.  The sale made $4,638.00, with 
half of the proceeds going to the family 
and half of the proceeds going to Good 
Shepherd. Quite a blessing! THANK YOU 
to Caleb Hayes, Sherri Jones, Grace  
Walhood, Lisa and Gary Deleon, Ann 
Hall, Kathy Viator, Charlotte Zoch, and 
Pastor Paul. And a very big thank you to 
Martha Zoch and Carl Owen! We are 
blessed with many hardworking          
volunteers! 
 

SEPTEMBER SERVICE PROJECT 
Our September Service Project is the        
collection of school supplies for the area 
students. This includes everything      
needed to prepare them to concentrate 
on learning when they get back to school. 
Please help our area youth by purchasing 
and bringing those supplies to the 
church. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Rev. John Alexander, 

Edith Babcock, 

James Brown, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

The Family of Dorothy Eckhardt, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Jim Graham, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Iris Hughes, 

Brad Lanthier, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Arnold Proellochs, 

Mike Rahja, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

Grace Walhood, 

and Amanda Warden. 

 

AND 

Briana Delaney, 

Bridget Delaney, 

Gary & Lisa Deleon, 

Ed Edwards, 

Elrita Eikenhorst, 

Kurt, Brooke, Tristan & Easton Estes. 

 
Then you will call on me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. 13 You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all 

your heart.  (Jr. 29:12-13) 



 

  

Sunday, September 11-17 (A) - 
Matthew 18:21-35 
The Challenge of Discipleship:  Forgiveness 
Focus question:  What place does forgiveness 
have in your life and why? 
 

word of life   

“Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive?  As 
many as seven times?”  Matthew 18:21 
(NRSV) 
 
 
Read Matthew 18:21-35 
The context of this passage is a series of     
teachings by Jesus to the disciples. Jesus has just 
taught about relationships within the church, 
particularly when there has been wrongdoing.  
Peter jumps in with an important question, 
“How often should I forgive?”  
 
We can relate to Peter.  Invariably he jumps to 
the heart of the matter—right or wrong.  
 

Specifically, Peter wants to know, “Lord, if   
another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive?  As many as seven 
times?”  Peter does not address situations      
outside the church.  He wants to know within the 
church family. “When is enough—enough?”  
Peter suggests seven is more than sufficient.  
Seven is the number of perfection, the number of 
days of creation as described in Genesis 1. 
1. What response might Peter have expected 
from Jesus? 
 
Specifically, Jesus says, “Not seven times but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times.”  Seventy-seven is 
seven (the number associated with perfection) 
placed along side seven (perfection).  Some 
scholars believe the words are intended to be 
seven times seventy—an even larger number.  
Any way you look at it, the act of forgiveness is 
connected to perfection and the divine.   We  
forgive only by the grace of God. 
2. How do you imagine Peter responded to the 
answer of Jesus? 
 
Forgiveness is not a mathematical equation with 
numbers to track.  Rather, forgiving is giving the 
gift of forgiveness as we have been given and 
received the gift of forgiveness in Jesus.  
3. How important did forgiveness become for 
Peter?  Consider Peter’s actions during the trial 
of Jesus (Matthew 26:69-75) and Peter’s       
encounter with the risen Christ (John 21). 
4. What can we learn about forgiveness from 
Peter’s life? 
 
Left to our sinful selves, it is easy to count 
wounds, betrayals, and injustices done to us.  
Soon, bitterness can consume us and destroy our   

  

 spirit. Jesus shows another path.  He forgives 
Peter and us, setting all of us free to forgive.  In 
case of any uncertainty, Jesus tells a parable 
about the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:23-
34).  Once more, the point is clear; forgiven  
disciples of Jesus are invited, commanded, and 
empowered to be forgiving people.  
5. Why is Jesus so emphatic about forgiving  
other people? 
6. Why does Jesus spend so much time focusing 
on the topic of forgiveness? 
 
 
Word among us    
 
This is a difficult text to be read in                 
congregations in the USA during the week of 
September 11 with all the memories of that   
horrific day. Does Jesus intend Christians to  
forgive the terrorists?  How far-reaching is    
forgiveness? 
1. Does Jesus expect people to forgive the     
terrorists or others who commit horrific crimes? 
2. Where does the Christian draw the line     
concerning forgiveness? 
 
On the one hand, it would be easy to dismiss this 
passage by restricting the implications to church 
members alone.  After all, Peter qualified his 
question to Jesus.  He didn’t mention terrorists, 
malicious non-Christians, and others.  Maybe 
forgiveness is just to be extended to other   
Christians.   
 
On the other hand, we know that isn’t true.  The 
images of Jesus hanging on the cross, forgiving 
those who killed him as well as the thief on the 
cross are etched in our memories.  Jesus forgives 
Jews and Gentiles, male and female, young and 
old.  Jesus forgives them—and us.   
3. What have you learned in your own life about 
forgiveness? 
 
Jesus doesn’t just forgive us and draw a line.  
Instead, Jesus extends forgiveness to us again 
and again.  He forgives us seventy-seven times 
and then, forgives us more.  That number      
seventy-seven prods us.  It is perfection times 
perfection.  How can we forgive, but by the 
grace of God? 
4. What role has forgiveness played in your own 
faith journey? 
 
Forgiveness is not easy, especially when it 
comes to the deep wounds of life.  It might be 
done quickly when someone steps on our toes or 
bumps into us in the hallway; but when we face 
significant hurt, all good reason stops.  We 
freeze in the trenches of resentment, bitterness 
and revenge.  The only thing is—we lose.  Our 
energy is zapped.  Hatred and resentment eat 
away at joy and life-giving activities.  Thus, we  


