TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
AUGUST 23—AUGUST 30, 2020

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1 Debbie Moerbe
5 Amelia Hayes
6 LaVerne Smith
12 Larry Moerbe
14 Mary Odom
16 Michelle Belcher
16 Anita Fox
19 Kiegan Corkran
23 Mike Hickey
27 Jacob Myers
27 Rod Ruppel
29 Edwin Brown
31 Justin Clark
31 Jay Odom
31 Rhett Proellochs

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
August 23, 2020
In Isaiah the people are advised to
look to their spiritual ancestors as the
rock from which they were hewn.
Jesus declares that the church will be
built on the rock of Peter’s bold
confession of faith. God’s word of
reconciliation and God’s mercy are
keys to the church’s mission. Paul
urges us to not be conformed to this
world but to offer our bodies as a
living sacrifice, using our individual
gifts to build up the body of Christ.
From the table we go forth to offer our
spiritual worship through word and
deed.
The Chancel Flowers for the month
of August are given by Amber
Wheatley and Caleb Hayes in honor
of their beautiful daughter, Amelia,
celebrating her birthday.
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OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

Aug 16, 2020
First Worship Service
Attendance: 18 Offering: $145.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 12 Offering: $390.00
Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0.00
Online Offering: $225.00
MTD Income : $13,760.96
MTD Expenses : $8,346.64
YTD Income : $126,816.27
YTD Expenses : $115,179.39

TODAY

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm
MONDAY AUGUST 24
Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am
Choir Practice—6:00 pm
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 26
Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am

THURSDAY AUGUST 27
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

FRIDAY AUGUST 28
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

SATURDAY AUGUST 29
SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

SUNDAY AUGUST 30

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Many of our activities were cancelled
due to COVID-19. We will keep you
updated as this continues to change.

BUILDING FUND

provide abundant resources for God's
work in the world as well as invigorate
our experience of life in Christ.
If I had a dollar for every time a
parishioner asked me, "Do I have to
tithe on gross or net income?" I would
have been able to give a much higher
monthly gift to ELCA World Hunger. My
guess is that if the question had been
put to Jesus, he would have found a
loving way to say, "Don't even worry
about it because you've already missed
the point." All the money that we have is
from God. See Deuteronomy 8:17, 18:
"Do not say to yourself, 'My power and
the might of my own hand have gotten
me this wealth.' But remember the Lord
your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, so that he may
confirm his covenant that he swore to
your ancestors, as he is doing today".
Very few people actually believe that
their money is not self-generated, and
so a decision about parting with a
proportion of their net (or gross)
earnings looms as a frightening sacrifice
instead of a covenantal response.

AUGUST SERVICE PROJECT
Our August Service Project is the
collection of school supplies for the area
students. This includes everything
needed to prepare them to concentrate
on learning when they get back to school.
Please help our area youth by
purchasing and bringing those supplies
to the church.

Approximate cost: $800,000.00

ESTATE SALE/GARAGE SALE

Collected: $324,956.42

The Estate Sale which was held on
August 13, 14, and 15, was a great
success. THANK YOU to Caleb Hayes,
Sherri Jones, Grace Walhood, Lisa and
Gary Deleon, Ann Hall, Kathy Viator,
Charlotte Zoch, and Pastor Paul. And a
very big thank you to Martha Zoch and
Carl Owen!
Then yesterday (August 22), we had a
Garage Sale to try and sell what was left.
We are blessed with many hardworking
volunteers!

Pledge: $160,450.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!

From heaven came and sought her to be his holy
bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for every
life he died.
Hopefully, we have been blessed by others of faith
who bear witness to a life built on the foundation
of Jesus Christ. Let us pray we have served as
such a witness to others.
Recall when you have sung that hymn. What
images does it spark?
6. How are the images associated with
“foundation” and “rock” similar or different?
7. How have you tried to build your life on the
foundation of Jesus Christ?
8. What would have to change in your life for you
to have faith like a rock?
Prayer Rock of Ages, help me to build my life on
the rock of Jesus Christ. Amen
Dig Deeper
Romans 12:1-8

last word

Find a rock to stand on or a stone to hold.
Consider what it means to build your life
on the rock of Jesus Christ.
Daily Discipleship
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade
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PART 1: Carpe Tithem:
Tithing as Invigorative in the Life
of Faith
Margaret G. Payne

05/01/2012

Years ago I worked with a young
pastor who had been a fervent tither
ever since the first day of her
wage-earning life. Her practice
continued for a couple of years until
one day her mother gently confronted
her with this request: "Sweetheart, I
need you to stop tithing because I'm
retiring soon and I won't be able to
pay for your food and clothes any
more." Slavish adherence to any
legalistic requirement can fool us into
thinking that we are earning holiness
and blind us to the reality that our
law-keeping might actually stand in
the way of spiritual growth. And yet
the tithe as a spiritual discipline is
vastly underappreciated by modern
Lutherans. I believe that if we boldly
reintroduce the challenge to tithe,
personally embrace the conviction of
its worth , and then do it, we will

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
The Family of Martha Akers,
Rev. John Alexander,
Edith Babcock,
James Brown,
Nancy Carlson,
The Family of Ruth Darder,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Anita Fox,
Tammi Geren,
Jim Graham,
Kenneth Heycock,
Iris Hughes,
Brad Lanthier,
Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Mark Norville,
Maxine Pierce,
Arnold Proellochs,
Mike Rahja,
The Family of Helen Savoy,
Dorothy Schwarzlose,
Grant Stewart,
Beverley Swink,
Grace Walhood,
and Amanda Warden.
AND
Christine Brown—Zeto,
Edd & Bobbie Brown,
Gary & Carol, Buchanan,
Jennifer, Nathan, Cody, Dean, Emma,
Jake, Kate, Luke, & Max Buysse,
Reid Caruthers.
Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and I will listen to
you. 13 You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all
your heart. (Jr. 29:12-13)

Sunday, August 21-27 (A) –
Matthew 16:13-20
Tips of Discipleship: Declare Christ
Focus Question: Who do you say Jesus is?

word of life

“Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Matthew
16:16 (NRSV)
Read Matthew 16:13-20
People are talking about Jesus and his identity.
He has performed miracles, healed the sick, and
taught with authority. How could people not be
talking about him? Jesus asks the question,
“Who do people say the Son of Man
is?” (Matthew 16:13 NRSV) Jesus began with
the assumption people knew he was the Son of
Man, but he wanted to know what else was
being said about him.
1. How do the disciples respond to the question
of Jesus?
2. What might be additional answers to his
question?
3. Do you think Jesus was primarily concerned
with what “others” thought about him? Why or
why not?
This dialogue among Jesus and the disciples
seems to be a warm-up for the real question,
“But who do you say that I am?” (Matthew
16:15 NRSV) It is one thing to converse about
the faith of others; it is something quite different
to confess faith in Jesus Christ for oneself.
Peter is the first to speak up as he confesses his
faith. “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.” (Matthew 16:16 NRSV) Messiah
is Hebrew for the Greek word “Christ”. It
means “anointed one”. Yet Peter recognizes that
Jesus is not anointed by a human, but by God,
one who is living and active in the world.
4. What do you think of the quick response of
Peter?
5. What is your overall impression of Peter?
6. What do you make of the silence of the other
disciples?
Jesus responds to Peter with a blessing,
acknowledging God at work in Peter’s life,
stirring the right response at a time of testing.
Just as Peter proclaimed, “You are the Messiah”,
so Jesus responds with a parallel phrase “You
are Peter.” To understand the weight of the
statement made by Jesus, a person needs to
realize “Peter” means “rock”.
7. What does it mean to be called “Rock”?
Jesus intends to build his church based on these
words uttered by Peter with the help of God.

Biblical scholars have debated the meaning and
implications of this well-known confession of
Peter. The Roman Catholic Church believes
Peter to be the first pope with the church being
built upon him as a person. The reformers
understood the church is built upon the faith of
Peter. Thus congregations can grow wherever
faith in Jesus is expressed. Surprisingly, Jesus
gives to the church the privilege and
responsibility to forgive and not to forgive sins.
8. When might the church not forgive sins?
9. How do you understand Jesus’ reference to
building the church on a rock?
10. What surprises you about this passage?
word among us

The summer vacation in Oregon was almost
over, but the Jones family had not conquered
“the Rock”. From the first moment the family
had seen the boulder outside their hotel window,
they were determined to climb it. Yet, it seemed
to be an almost impossible feat. Instead, the
family would often pause near the boulder and
someone would weave a story involving the
great adventures of this boulder. There was only
one rule to the storytelling – each story had to
end by explaining how the boulder ended up
behind the hotel.
On the last day of the visit, a work crew started
work on the back wing of the hotel. Someone in
the family asked to borrow a ladder and several
pieces of scaffolding. With no time at all, the
family had created a scaffold and climbed the
boulder. They had conquered the impossible.
Once on top of the boulder, the family danced,
laughed, and celebrated life.
1. Take a moment to remember great rocks in
your life. Describe the biggest boulder which
you have every seen.
2. How do rocks stand the test the time?
Peter was called “Petros”, a word which means
“rock”. He stood firm in his confession of Jesus
as the Messiah, God’s anointed. Jesus blessed
him in his confession, but acknowledged his
words came from God.
3. Describe faith which is steadfast like a rock.
4. Who in your life has faith like a rock?
5. What have you learned from people who are
steadfast in their faith?
The text of the well-known hymn “The Church’s
One Foundation” was written by Samuel J.
Stone, a man who lived between 1839-1900.
Take a moment to prayerfully read through the
first verse:
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ,
her Lord;
She is his new creation by water and the
word.
.

