TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
AUGUST 16—AUGUST 23, 2020

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1 Debbie Moerbe
5 Amelia Hayes
6 LaVerne Smith
12 Larry Moerbe
14 Mary Odom
16 Michelle Belcher
16 Anita Fox
19 Kiegan Corkran
23 Mike Hickey
27 Jacob Myers
27 Rod Ruppel
29 Edwin Brown
31 Justin Clark
31 Jay Odom
31 Rhett Proellochs

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
August 16, 2020
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house
shall be a house of prayer for all people
and that God will gather the outcasts of
Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s
gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is
unflinching in her request that Jesus
heal her daughter. As Jesus commends
her bold faith, how might our church
extend its mission to those on the
margins of society? In our gathering
around word and meal we receive
strength to be signs of comfort, healing,
and justice for those in need.

The Chancel Flowers for the month
of August are given by
Amber
Wheatley and Caleb Hayes in honor
of their beautiful daughter, Amelia,
celebrating her birthday.
Aug 9, 2020
First Worship Service
Attendance: 18 Offering: $1,875.00
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

Second Worship Service
Attendance: 14 Offering: $200.00
Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: n/a Offering: $600.00

Online Offering: $75.00
MTD Income : $12,220.82
MTD Expenses : $2,235.50
YTD Income : $125,195.13
YTD Expenses : $109,068.25

TODAY

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
MONDAY AUGUST 17
Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am
TUESDAY AUGUST 18
Some Other Place Tasting—Virtual
Event

AUGUST SERVICE PROJECT
Our August Service Project is
the collection of school supplies for
the area students.
This includes
everything needed to prepare them to
concentrate on learning when they get
back to school. Please help our area
youth by purchasing and bringing
those supplies to the church.
RAFFLE SALE

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 19
Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am
THURSDAY AUGUST 20
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

ESTATE SALE

FRIDAY AUGUST 21

The Estate Sale which was held on
August 13, 14, and 15, was a great
success. THANK YOU to Caleb Hayes,
Sherri Jones, Grace Walhood, Lisa
and Gary Deleon, Ann Hall, Kathy
Viator, Charlotte Zoch, and Pastor
Paul. And a very big thank you to
Martha Zoch and Carl Owen!

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

SATURDAY AUGUST 22
SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

SUNDAY AUGUST 23
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm
Many of our activities were cancelled
due to COVID-19. We will keep you
updated as this continues to change.

BUILDING FUND
Approximate cost: $800,000.00
Collected: $324,706.42
Pledge: $160,450.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!

TITHING?
The church’s finances are a very
important part of making ministry
happen.
It is also one of those
sensitive issues!
In the Old
Testament, it is written: “A tithe of
everything from the land, whether
grain from the soil or fruit from the
trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to
the LORD.” - Leviticus 27:29-31 (NIV)
“I (the LORD) give to the Levites all
the tithes in Israel as their inheritance
in return for the work they do while
serving at the tent of meeting.” Numbers 18:21 (NIV) So, yes tithing
is important to the church’s finances,
but it really is more important in
showing how we understand our
relationship to God (not a particular
church or Pastor, but GOD)!

1. What possessed Ralph to respond in such an
atypical way?
2. When have you acted boldly?
3. Would your friends describe you as bold? Why
or why not?
4. When might it be good to be bold?
The woman who approached Jesus concerning her
daughter probably knew she had no place or status
to make a request of him. She came to him out of
a mother’s love for her child. She did not ask for
wealth, fame, or privilege, but for the health of her
child. Her faith in Jesus was firm and steadfast.
This woman knew Jesus could perform miracles.
She also knew she did not need much from him –
just a few crumbs.
5. Describe that woman’s faith.
6. Whom do you know who has faith like this
woman?
This story is about bold behavior; but more than
that. It is about faith. The Canaanite woman came
in prayer, begging Jesus for mercy. She came
hoping and expecting a miracle.
7. Take a moment to reflect on an act of mercy
from Jesus for your life. What would you ask?
8. Do you expect Jesus to respond? Why or why
not?
9. What might we learn from this woman?
Prayer Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me.
Strengthen me in faith so I might turn to you to
meet my needs. Amen
Dig Deeper
Psalm 67

last word

Take a moment to offer
a bold prayer to God, trusting a response will
come.
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THANK YOU!
Our friend Janet Kitchens made
quilts for the students of Pinnacle
Christian Preschool and Mother’s Day
Out. THANK YOU so much, Janet! It
was such a thoughtful gift and one
that will be treasured by those little
ones and their parents for years to
come. Your talents are well spent.
A generous person will prosper;
whoever refreshes others
will be refreshed.
(Pr. 11:25)

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
The Family of Martha Akers,
Edith Babcock,
Nancy Carlson,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Anita Fox,
Tammi Geren,
Jim Graham,
Kenneth Heycock,
Iris Hughes,
Brad Lanthier,
Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Mark Norville,
Maxine Pierce,
Mike Rahja,
Dorothy Schwarzlose,
Pat Sherwood,
Grant Stewart,
Beverley Swink,
Grace Walhood,
and Amanda Warden.
PINNACLE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
& MOTHER’S DAY OUT
The first Day of School was August 10.
And it was a wonderful start to a new
ministry!
David and Danielle
Gonzales have worked hard to create a
loving and healthy learning place
where the love of Jesus is the basis for
each learning experience.
Krystle
Pizani and Tiffany Hannan are the two
amazing teachers who are working
with the 10 enrolled students.
I lead chapel on Wednesday and their
energy and love for the Jesus is just
life affirming. Please pray for this new
endeavor at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church!

Sunday, August 14-20 (A) –
Matthew 15:21-28

Tips of Discipleship: Be Bold
Focus Question: What bold thing have you
done related to your faith?

word of life

“Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is
your faith! Let it be done for you as you
wish.” Matthew 9:12 (NRSV)
Read Matthew 15:21-28
At the time of Jesus, it was important for those
who followed the Jewish faith to remain ritually
pure. Consequently, the Pharisees and scribes
were quite upset when the disciples of Jesus
would not wash their hands before they would
eat.
But Jesus challenged the Pharisees
concerning what made a person clean or unclean
by saying, “It is not what goes into the mouth
that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of
the mouth that defiles.” (Matthew 15:11 NRSV)
Time and time again, Jesus emphasized what
was in the heart of the person. That core
principle allowed Jesus to respond to people
based on their faith and not based on exterior
factors.
1. What does the phrase “in the heart of the
person” mean?
2. Give examples of times when Jesus responded
to someone based on their heart rather than
exterior factors.
Following this discussion Jesus encountered a
Canaanite woman who would test his principles.
She had many things against her including being
both a Gentile and a woman. Thus, by a rating
scale established by her society, she had no
status in two categories. Yet this woman came
to Jesus on behalf of her daughter shouting,
“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.” She did not
seem to know she was to remain silent. Jesus
did not answer.
3. How could Jesus ignore the woman? It this a
typical reaction of Jesus? How so?
4. How would you expect this woman to respond
when she is ignored by Jesus?
The disciples wanted Jesus to send her away so
she would not bother them any more. She was
an “outsider” who didn’t seem to know or accept
her place. This woman – who was declared by
society and Jewish law to not have a voice –
chose to use her voice to cry to Jesus repeatedly.
5. Why didn’t this woman get the hint and leave?
6. What was motivating her persistent behavior?
Jesus responded with a somewhat puzzling
remark. “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the

house of Israel.” (Matthew 15:24 NRSV) The
words of Jesus appeared to explain his behavior
towards the woman. . But these words were not
satisfactory to the woman, so she engaged Jesus
in a conversation as she begged Jesus for help.
Jesus seemed to be unmoved commenting, “It is
not fair to take the children’s food and throw it
to the dogs.” (Matthew 15:26 NRSV)
7. What could Jesus possibly have meant by this
comment about dogs?
8. How would this comment have sounded to the
woman?
Nevertheless, this woman persisted for the sake
of her daughter. She was willing to take crumbs
of Jesus for even crumbs would be sufficient to
heal her daughter. Despite the odds against her,
this woman’s inner qualities of humility and
faithfulness came through to Jesus.
He
responded to her faith and healed her daughter
instantly.
9. What can be learned from this story?
word among us
Ralph could not believe it. There he was in the
same restaurant as his grandfather’s most
favorite baseball player. His grandfather loved
baseball – almost more than anything.
Not much brought joy to his grandfather these
days. His health had declined and most of his
friends had died in recent years. Sometimes his
grandfather’s loneliness and grief overwhelmed
him. This was painful for Ralph to watch.
About the only thing that brought his
grandfather relief from his misery was watching
baseball games on television – especially the
player eating lunch fifteen yards away from
Ralph.
Normally, Ralph was a quiet man and would
never intrude on anyone. But, something stirred
within Ralph and he began a mission to get an
autograph for his grandfather. Ralph believed
an autograph would be a perfect gift for his
grandfather – something to bring him joy.
Instinctively, Ralph jumped out of his seat. He
would have to act quickly. The baseball player
had been spotted and crowds pressed upon him,
causing him to head towards the exit.
Ralph heard a loud voice come out of his throat.
Ralph never, ever knew he could yell so loud.
Everyone in the restaurant turned and stared at
him. Ralph kept on yelling wonderful things
about his beloved grandfather and begging for
an autograph. Simply put, Ralph would not be
quiet. Finally, the baseball player consented.

