
 

  

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

4 David Lund 

5 Theresa Babineaux 

7 Brooklyn Clark 

12 Dorothy Schmidt 

12 Vicki Woodcroft 

15 Nathan Buysse  

18 Gary Buchanan 

18 Don Hightower 

18 Carl Owen 

19 Ed Edwards 

19 Kurt Moerbe 

24 Pat Belcher 

26 Desiree Hall 

26 Mike Rahja 

27 Pat Thibodeaux 

29 Arnold Proellochs 

30 Margie Matlock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

JULY 26—AUGUST 2, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
July 26, 2020 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we 

seek to more deeply know the   
treasures of faith. In today’s gospel 

Jesus offers everyday images that 
reveal to us the reign of God: a tree 
that becomes a sheltering home, 

yeast that penetrates and expands, 
a treasured pearl, a net that gains a 

great catch. Even as we seek the 
riches of God’s reign, the great    
surprise is that God’s grace finds us 

first!  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of July are given by  

Frances Boudreaux in memory of 
her husband Robert (Pop)        

Boudreaux and in honor of her 
children Craig Boudreaux, Angie 
Barrows, and Stuart Boudreaux. 
 

 

July 19, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 16 Offering: $120.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 19 Offering: $1,350.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $250.00 

Online Offering: $525.00 

General Offering: $25,000.00 
 

MTD Income : $32,145.86 

MTD Expenses : $14,079.31 
YTD Income : $109,892.85 

YTD Expenses : $102,720.23 
 

     



 

  

 

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

MONDAY JULY 27 
 

Pinnacle Christian School Ribbon  

Cutting — 12:00 pm 

 

TUESDAY JULY 28 
 

Bible Study —10:00 am  

ZOOM 

 

THURSDAY JULY 30 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY JULY 31 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

 

SATURDAY AUGUST 1 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

SUNDAY AUGUST 2 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Meet Us At The Poles—School Prayer—

at BC Elementary—5:00 pm 

 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $800,000.00 
 

Collected: $323,471.02 
 

Pledge: $160,450.00 
 

Please pray about a special        

donation or commitment to the 
BUILDING VISION! 

 
 

 

  

 

JULY SERVICE PROJECT 
 

Our July Service Project  is              
participation in the “Christmas in   

July Toy Drive” sponsored by the 
Bridge City/Orangefield Ministerial  

Alliance. Your generous donations will 
enable the  Alliance to meet the needs 
of many families whose are going 

through a tough time.  These are   
families whose children are receiving 

free lunch in the Bridge City &        
Orangefield School District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUILT RAFFLE 
 

We are having a raffle for our newest 
quilt.  Janet Kitchens made a      
beautiful quilt to raffle at our Annual 

Bazaar at the end of the year. The 
prices are $1 per ticket or $5 for 6 

tickets. 
 

The tickets are available for purchase 
in the Church Office. We would       
appreciate any purchase to help    

support our Music Ministry! 



 

  

Take some time to ponder a shopper in search of a 
rare item during the Christmas holiday season.  
Imagine searching the internet for that item and 
walking through stores.  Imagine your tired body 
after such a long search.  Now imagine your joy in 
finding that rare article. 
6. What would you do if you finally completed 
your search for a rare item? 
7. How would you share that joy? 
8. How does this parable help you to understand 
the kingdom of God? 
 
Next imagine a warm summer day.  Feel the sun 
on your face.  See the fishing boats bringing in 
nets filled with fish.  Watch them separate the fish 
throwing a bunch overboard.  But, this is where 
the metaphor gets a bit shaky.  If we were fish, it 
would be a good thing to be thrown overboard to 
live another day in water.  But in this metaphor, it 
is good to be caught.  
 
Through these parables, Jesus encourages us to 
make good choices in our life and trust in him. 
9. What are these parables saying to you? 
10. What prayer might come from this passage? 
 
 
Prayer  
God, it is wonderful to imagine the kingdom of 
heaven and all of its wonders.  Help me to make 
choices and trust you, so I might experience your 
joy. 
Dig Deeper 
Romans 8:35-39  

last word  
Look around for metaphors to describe the  

kingdom of heaven. 
What is the kingdom of heaven like? 

 
  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provid-
ed the above copyright notice is included. www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/
dailydiscipleship  
 

 
SUPER SALE 

 
We had a Super Sale yesterday in the 
church Fellowship Hall.  In order to 

make room for the constant stream of 
donated items that the church        
receives, we had a huge sale of many 

items that had been stored in our 
trailer.  The sale could not have    

happened without our wonderful    

volunteers.  THANKS goes to  

Lisa Deleon, Caleb Hayes, Carl Owen, 
Kathy Viator, Martha Zoch, and    

Pastor Paul. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 
 

Martha Akers, 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Iris Hughes, 

Brad Lanthier, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Pat Sherwood, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

and Grace Walhood. 
 

PINNACLE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
& MOTHER’S DAY OUT 

We are proud to announce that after 
months of blood, sweat, and few tears, the 
church Parsonage has been converted  
into a wonderful facility to house the   
Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day Out.  
This school is a joint effort between David 
and Danielle Gonzales and Good       
Shepherd. Mother’s Day Out will have 
Orientation and Meet the Teacher on    
August 5. First Day of School is set for    
August 26. 
It would not have been possible without 

all of the hard work and donated time/

talents of many of our congregation and 

friends.  Again thank you – Dale Corkran, 

Gary Deleon, David Gonzales, Charles 

Hall, Caleb Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy & Leo 

Perez, Bruno Schulz, Cindy Flowers, and    

Pastor Paul.  



 

  

(A)– Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Tips of Discipleship: Choose Wisely 
Focus Question:  What is one choice you made 
this week because you were a Christian?  
 

word of life   
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hid-
den in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field.” Matthew 13:44 
(NRSV) 
 
Read Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 
Preachers as they prepare sermons look at   
Bible texts through the eyes of law and gospel.  
Some preachers emphasize the law and      
judgment of God to the point it sounds like the 
preacher is trying to scare a person out of the 
grips of hell and into eternal life.  Other 
preachers are at other side of the spectrum, 
preaching all comforting, good news and not 
mentioning human sin and God’s judgment. 
1. When (if ever) have you heard the phrase 

“law and gospel”? 
2. What does that phrase “law and gospel” 

mean to you? 
 
The four parables found in this week’s lessons 
combine teachings of law and gospel.  These 
parables are using metaphors to describe the 
kingdom of heaven.    The first parable        
describes the kingdom of heaven as a mustard 
seed sown by someone in a field.  It is clear 
this metaphor is extreme.  What person would 
take the time to sow a single, small mustard 
seed in a field?  Planting only one seed is not 
wise.  Yet, if successful, this small seed       
produces a great shrub, strong and mighty 
enough for birds, their nests, and the eggs.   
 
The emphasis is not on the work of the laborer, 
but on God’s activity – even when it appears 
small or insignificant.  These are comforting 
and encouraging words.  May God take the 
mustard seeds planted by our congregations, 
bless them, and use them for the kingdom. 
3. What does the parable of the mustard seed 
mean to you? 
3. Is this a clear or confusing parable to you?  
Explain. 
 
Jesus further describes the kingdom of heaven 
like a treasure and as a pearl of great value for 
which people will sacrifice much.  Ultimately, 
it is not about the treasure, the pearl, or those 
who search.  This parable is about the joy of 
the kingdom of heaven.  These are parables 
intended to motivate people to seek the      
kingdom of heaven and discover joy. 
4. How are these parables of gospel? 
 

 

  

 5. What do you think the kingdom of heaven is 
like? 
 
The final parable of this series takes on a       
different tone as the shift is made to law.  The 
kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown and 
dragged through the water to catch all kinds of 
fish – the good and the bad.  At some point the 
fish will be separated.  Except, Jesus is actually 
talking about people being thrown into the     
furnace of fire, “where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.”  (Matthew 13:50 NRSV)  
This parable reminds us of the final judgment of 
God for which we should take heed. 
 
These parables teach about law and gospel, 
God’s salvation and judgment. 
6. Why is important to learn of both law and 
gospel? 
7. What would it be like to only hear the law or 
the gospel? 
 
word among us    
 
Three-year-old Billy was in the back yard    
helping his grandpa plant seeds.  Things were 
not going well.  When Billy placed a seed in the 
soil, then he quickly screamed and picked it up.  
Despite it all, somehow enough seeds were 
planted and Billy’s grandpa put the soil over the 
seeds.  With that action, Billy wailed             
uncontrollably.  All the adults tried to console 
young Billy, but nothing helped.  Billy’s    
grandpa concluded the whole ordeal was a    
failure.  No one thought Billy heard anything 
about flowers.  But sure enough, when Billy 
would come for a visit, Billy would dash to the 
back yard and stand over the planted seeds.   
Finally, when the flowers bloomed, Billy danced 
with joy.  And so did his grandpa. 
1. What is that like to lose hope over something 

and have hope restored? 
2. Describe a time in your life when someone 

planted a mustard seed, but it took a long 
time to grow. 

3. Name a flower, shrub, or tree which        
describes your faith.  Explain. 

 
Today’s passage concludes the lectionary      
selections from Matthew 13 with its focus on 
parables.  Take a moment to re-read the twin 
parables concerning the treasure and pearl found 
in Matthew 13:44-46.  Close your eyes and   
imagine a treasure.  Take into account the      
sacrifice of selling everything you have to obtain 
the treasure.  Reflect on the joy of finding that 
treasure. 
4. What brings you joy? 
5. How might the kingdom of heaven bring you 
joy? 


