
 

  

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

4 David Lund 

5 Theresa Babineaux 

7 Brooklyn Clark 

12 Dorothy Schmidt 

12 Vicki Woodcroft 

15 Nathan Buysse  

18 Gary Buchanan 

18 Don Hightower 

18 Carl Owen 

19 Ed Edwards 

19 Kurt Moerbe 

24 Pat Belcher 

26 Desiree Hall 

26 Mike Rahja 

27 Pat Thibodeaux 

29 Arnold Proellochs 

30 Margie Matlock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

JULY 5—JULY 12, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
July 5, 2020 

The mystery of God’s ways is   

sometimes hidden from the wise and    
intelligent. Jesus associates with 

those often excluded from the       
religious community. Like Paul, we 
struggle with our own selfish desires 

and seek God’s mercy and           
forgiveness. We gather to be         

refreshed by Christ’s invitation: 
“Come to me, all you that are     
weary.” Gathered around word,    

water, and meal, we find rest for our 

souls.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 

month of July are given by  
Frances Boudreaux in memory of 

her husband Robert (Pop)        
Boudreaux and in honor of her 
children Craig Boudreaux, Angie 

Barrows, and Stuart Boudreaux. 
 

June 28, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 21 Offering: $150.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 25 Offering: $396.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $200.00 

Online Offering: $0.00 
 

MTD Income : $16,580.50 

MTD Expenses : $13,758.15 
YTD Income : $77,746.99 

YTD Expenses : $88,640.92 

 

   



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

MONDAY JULY 6 
 

Choir  6:00 pm 

Bells  7:15 pm 

 

TUESDAY JULY 7 
 

Bible Study —10:00 am  

ZOOM 

 

THURSDAY JULY 9 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY JULY 10 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

 

SATURDAY JULY 11 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 7:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 

SUNDAY JULY 12 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $800,000.00 
 

Collected: $323,271.02 
 

Pledge: $160,450.00 
 

Please pray about a special        
donation or commitment to the 

BUILDING VISION! 
 

Let your faith be bigger  
than your fear.  
Hebrews 13:6  

 
 

 

  

 
 

• they live for, the top items most American    

Christians reported were good health, a successful 
career, a comfortable lifestyle, and a functional 

family. The average Christian assumes that when 
we are happy, God is happy.  

• Fourth, a large majority of Christians contend that 

the true meaning of our earthly existence is to 

simply enjoy life and reap as much fulfillment as 
we can from our daily pursuits. God provides 
blessings for the purpose of making us happy. 

Only a few Christians would say that we are 
blessed so we can be a blessing to others.  

• Finally, Christians are not prepared to fight the 

good fight of faith. We find greater purpose in 

living by trying to avoid all struggle. We are  
products of a culture that values achievement and 

comfort over sacrifice and suffering. When    
hardships come we seek deliverance rather than 

look for ways to serve others who are immersed in 
even more difficult situations (p. 123-124).What 

evidence of these conclusions have you seen?  
2. One of the images Jesus used in training his        

disciples was that of the Good Shepherd. The Good 
Shepherd cares for the sheep and is willing to risk it all 
for their sake. What does it mean to you to see Jesus as 

the Good Shepherd? What does it mean to be called 
into that kind of servant leadership?  

3. There are several characteristics of the servant   
leader that come from the early church. Servant leaders 

are: CALLED We are servants first. It is the one who 
has authority over us that has called us to do this work. 

The calling is not to position or title, but to put the best 
interest of another ahead of self. CARING Disciples 

listen and understand. The purpose of such listening is 
not to criticize, judge and condemn. We listen in a way 
that offers acceptance so that we can get close enough 

to demonstrate the love of Jesus. COMPASSIONATE 
Disciples are willing to put themselves in the place of 

another person. The goal is to care enough to help 
them find hope, gain wisdom, and receive a new life-

giving vision. COMPELLING Disciples can translate 
needs into goals in a way that demonstrates Jesus’  
authority. Some people will follow a person, but they 

will not be transformed until they are convinced,    
persuaded and compelled to embrace a new direction 

for themselves. According to these characteristics, 
what is the difference between the way the church  

defines leaders and the way the world defines them? 
Why the difference? What difference do the right kind 

of leaders make in the church? In the world?  
4. Without Spirit-filled and directed leaders (both lay 

leaders and professional), the church cannot succeed. 
Why? Why is leadership so critical? What can we do to 

find and nurture effective and in-spirited leaders? How 
can we continue to grow as leaders? 

Reflect on some of the ways you have been changed or 
challenged as a result of this study. Offer petitions of 

thanksgiving for that growth. Pray for wisdom and 
strength to begin to make changes in the way ministry 

happens in your congregation so that it can be even 
more effective in making disciples. Pray for openness 
in your congregation to receive these ideas and for 

conviction to work toward that end.  



 

  

9. What does weariness feel like to you? 10. How do 
you experience the rest given to you by Jesus?  
 
In his willingness to be yoked, Jesus commits to a     
partnership with us. We are not left alone. Jesus is a 
gentle and humble partner – one to value. 
11. What does it mean for you to give your burdens to 
Jesus? 
12. What would have to change in your life in order for 
to give your burdens to Jesus?  
 
Prayer  
Mighty one, take my burdens and free me from my 
weariness. Let me walk beside you as we are yoked in 
partnership. Thank you for providing rest for my soul – 
undeserving as I might be.  
Amen  
Dig Deeper Romans 7:15-25a  
 

last word  
Take a moment to sit and rest. Intentionally  

offer your burdens to Jesus. Allow him to take those 
burdens.   

 
  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provid-
ed the above copyright notice is included. www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/
dailydiscipleship  
 

Growing Disciples 
Discipleship in the New Testament  

Disciples Become Leaders 
By the Rev. John  F. Bradosky, Pastor of Grace         

Lutheran, Huntington Beach, California Congregation 
 

FOCUS:  Jesus’ goal in training his first followers as 
disciples became clear following his death, resurrection 
and ascension, and the Pentecost events. The disciples 
had been trained to be the leaders of his church. Their 
mission was to train and equip others for leadership in 
the church. This is God’s method for reaching the world 
— disciples as leaders train other leaders who, in turn, 
carry on the mission.  
PRAYER: After a quiet time to focus on your hopes 
and needs, take turns offering words of thanksgiving as 
you begin. Pray once more for the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit to open hearts and minds so that all 
will be ready to learn and grow. Pray for wills open to 
be redirected into living as disciples — as leaders bear-
ing the responsibility and the challenge to lead others.  
 
KEY COMPONENT OF DISCIPLESHIP: 
1. What has happened in the church? Why haven’t we 
produced servant leaders who are making a difference 
in the world? George Barna, in his book The Second 
Coming of the Church lists five thought-provoking rea-
sons:  

• First, millions of Christians view transformation in 
Christ as a one-time solution to a ‘crisis’ rather 
than a lifelong process. Jesus has become one more 
quick fix for our problems.  

• Second, and perhaps as a consequence, many    
believers stop “growing in their faith.” Instead of 
measuring our life against God’s standards, we 
compare ourselves to others and take consolation in 
being a little better than the next person. 

• Third, many Christians have developed a distorted 
understanding o what constitutes purposeful or 
successful living. When asked to describe the ends  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Iris Hughes, 

The Family of Mark Jowell, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Chris Richter, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Grant Stewart, 

and Beverley Swink. 

 

REPURPOSING PARSONAGE 
We are going strong with our           

repurposing of the parsonage efforts.  
Our team consists of Dale Corkran, 
Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb 

Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy and Leo     
Perez, and Pastor Paul.  These guys 
have been turning the Parsonage into 

a multi-use building that will house 
the Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day 

Out.  They have all been using their  
time and talents to further the 
church’s ministry.  They knocked 

down walls, put up walls, and        
everything in-between!  
 

David Gonzales joined the effort and 
the building is nearing completion. It 

will be ready for the Mother’s Day Out 
when school starts. 
We want to give a BIG THANK—YOU 

to each of you. 



 

  

(A) Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  
Tips of Discipleship: Take Rest  
Focus Question: When and how do you take 
rest in God?  

 
word of life “Come to me, all you that are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 (NRSV) 
 
Read Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 
Sometimes it feels like no matter what you do 
– you cannot win. That’s a frustrating place to 
be. Jesus knows that. He describes his          
generation as children in the marketplace who 
are surrounded by important activities, but are 
not seriously engaged in purchasing food,  
making a living, or visiting with others. Jesus is 
frustrated at his generation who do not have joy 
to play the flute at a wedding or compassion to 
cry at a funeral. They criticize John for eating 
too little and Jesus for eating too much. No 
matter what the situation, the people criticize 
and reject. 
 1. What do people want? 
2. Would it be a compliment or a criticism to 
be described as “children in the marketplace”?  
 
There is an important lesson to be learned in 
the way Jesus handles his frustration. Despite it 
all, Jesus finds a way to praise God. Despite it 
all! (See Matthew 11:25-26) 
3. When are we to praise God? 
4. How can people praise God when they are 
discouraged?  
 
It seems to help Jesus to acknowledge God has 
not fully revealed all things to the people. That 
takes a certain amount of responsibility off the 
shoulders of the people, but they are not    
without some blame. God chooses to be       
revealed through Jesus, yet some reject him. 
5. If people have not been given full             
understanding about God, then how can people 
be responsible to come to faith? 
6. Is it fair to hold people accountable when 
God has not been fully revealed? Explain.  
 
It actually sounds quite confusing. It is enough 
to make a person’s head and heart spin in    
confusion and exhaustion. No wonder Jesus 
offers to take the burdens from those who  
weary. Jesus says, “Come to me, all you that 
are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” (Matthew 11:28- 30 NRSV) 
7. What kind of burdens is Jesus able to carry 
for us? 
8. How might dealing with people make a    
person weary?  

 

  

  
Animals who are expected to pull heavy weight 
are sometimes yoked together to increase their 
capacity to carry a load. Jesus invites his       
followers to be yoked with himself. That is quite 
a partner to assist in carrying weight. No wonder 
he predicts the burden will lighten. He promises 
rest for our souls – a deep rest for our weariness. 
Thanks be to God. 
9. What does it mean to be yoked with Jesus? 10. 
How might that connection help us through   
difficulty?  
 
word among us    
The ninety-year woman sank in her chair,    
holding the mail from the week. How was she to 
wade through the mail, especially the bills? 
Slowly, she opened the letters and rubbed her 
head. She could feel a headache coming on. By 
the time her daughter arrived, she was barely 
moving. She explained to her daughter, “I am 
weary in the head.”  
1.What does it mean to be “weary in the head”? 
2. What is the cure? 
3. How would you advise the ninety-year old 
woman?  
 
The woman’s daughter listened, nodded, and 
kept silent as she fought back tears. Today, she 
needed to tell her beloved mother about her own 
divorce. She would spare her mother the ugly 
and painful details, but she did not know where 
to begin. Her mother would not understand, but 
times were different now. With love she looked 
at her mother and felt a deep sigh released from 
the depths of her heart. There was no doubt 
about it, she felt weary in the heart and did not 
know what to do next. 
4. What does it mean to be “weary in the 
heart”? 5. What is the cure? 
6. How would you advise the daughter?  
 
The nurse who often cared for this woman 
walked by the room and saw the two women 
huddled together. It was clear each was         
burdened by worry and discouraged by life’s 
problems. That scene only added to the personal 
despair felt by the nurse. For a long time, the 
nurse felt emptiness in his heart. He felt weary 
in his spirit and did not know how to make the 
pain go away.  
7. What does it mean to be “weary in the      
spirit”?  
8. What is the cure?  
 
Jesus lived enough days on this earth to         
experience weariness – in body, spirit, heart, and 
mind. Weariness can come in all forms and can 
last a long time. Some weariness moves into 
depression and despair. Thus, for Jesus to extend 
rest for the weary, he is giving hope for those 
who are burdened. That hope is named – Jesus.  


