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WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE              Variations on Kelvingrove         - Lyle K. Neff 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to 

generation. Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your 

abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place 
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our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 

believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good 

creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not 

welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, 

word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 

renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have 

peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have 

obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now 

in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN   “In Christ Called to Baptize”     ELW 575 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                                                                            ELW S184 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the cantor will sing the verses. 

 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this 

holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray 

to the Lord.  REFRAIN 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord; let us 

pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life  

and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray to 

 the Lord.  REFRAIN 
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For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord; let 

us pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  God of compassion, you have opened the way for us 

and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, 

overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your 

realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON             Exodus 19:2-8a 

 
2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the 

wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped 

there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the 

LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say 

to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I 

did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and 

keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all 

the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for 

me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that 

you shall speak to the Israelites.” 

     7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set 

before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 
8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that the LORD has 

spoken we will do.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM HYMN                     “All People That on Earth do Dwell” 

                                   A paraphrase of Psalm 100                   ELW 883 
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SECOND LESSON                                      Romans 5:1-8 

 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to 

this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing 

the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and 

hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 

the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous 

person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually 

dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still 

were sinners Christ died for us. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will 

chant the verse. 
 

 
 

The kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news 

 

GOSPEL     Matthew 9:35 – 10:8 

 

The holy gospel, according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and 

curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his 



5 

 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest.” 

 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every 

disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 

Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son 

of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas 

Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

     5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 

“Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has 

come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 

out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 

[9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your 

journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve 

their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it 

is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, 

greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if 

it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will not 

welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your 

feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be 

more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 

judgment than for that town. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY               “Will You Come and Follow Me”  

                                                                                           ELW 798 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us 

pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, you bring us together and call us your own. Bless 

theologians, teachers, and preachers who help us grow in faith.  

Guide your church, that we might be a holy people. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy One, the whole earth is yours. Where there is fire, bring cool 

air and new growth. Where there is flooding, bring abatement. 

Where there is drought, bring rain. Inspire us to care for what you 

have provided. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Holy One, we have created divisions you will not own. In places of 

conflict, raise up leaders who work to develop lasting peace and 

reconciliation. Encourage organizations and individuals who care 

for all forced to leave their homes. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

 

Holy One, you care for those who are harassed and helpless. 

Protect and defend those who are abused. Heal those who are sick. 

Feed all who hunger. Empower all whose voices go unheard, and 

help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbors. We 

especially pray for… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy One, you provide a plentiful harvest of gifts and resources. 

Prepare us to labor and gather the fruits of this congregation, that 

we might discover new ways of living. Minister to us in our work, 

that we do not lose heart. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy One, you bring all people to yourself. We give thanks for the 

holy people who have gone before us. Sustain us in your mission 

until the day you bear us up to join the saints in light. Hear us, O 

God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM                       “Gather Us In”                 - Jay Althouse 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
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Let us pray.  God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, 

and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and word, 

wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish 

us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast 

love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                       ELW 193a 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory.   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your 

journey. 
 

LAMB OF GOD          ELW 195 

 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Reflection”                                                      - Kerry J. Beaumont 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and 

our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you have opened us 

to your presence.  Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter 

with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 
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with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN      “Rise Up, O Saints of God”          ELW 669 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Voluntary”                                                 - Samuel Priestly Taylor 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavelchko, St. James Music Press.  Used with permission.  All rights reserved 
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Harvest of Compassion 

Jesus sends out his disciples to labor for the kingdom. He uses the 

metaphor of a harvest and says there is plenty to harvest but that 

there are not enough workers. The church has seen itself 

throughout the centuries as being sent to labor for the harvest. 

Most often, the assumption has been that the harvest is people, and 

the goal is making them members of the church. Much of the 

missionary impulse and institutional focus of the church have been 

about increasing numbers and making more members. 

But notice how Jesus describes the labor of the harvest: proclaim, 

cure, cleanse, raise, cast out. The focus is not on making people a 

part of the church (although welcoming others is certainly part of 

the good news). The goal of the labor—the harvest—is healing, 

helping, liberating, renewing. The world is full of great unmet 

needs, and many people are suffering; hopelessness and despair 

abound. The harvest of the kingdom is a harvest of compassionate 

deeds. 

What happens when no one is available to harvest the crops? They 

sit in the field and eventually go bad. What happens to people 

when no one joins in the harvest of compassion? People continue 

to suffer, lives are diminished, and God’s intentions of abundant 

life for all are left to rot. Jesus is inviting all who are willing to join 

in the harvest of compassion, and the time is now. 

What happens when the church shifts its mission from harvesting 

people to harvesting acts of compassion? The witness of the church 

becomes rooted in concrete acts of care for others, and suffering is 

alleviated. The good news of Jesus is known in the great 

ingathering of compassion and justice done in Jesus’ name. It 

begins at the table every Sunday, when we celebrate the feast of 

the kingdom that Jesus himself brought to fruition through his own 

life, death, and resurrection. May that gift now bear fruit in our 

lives by his grace. 

 


