TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
JUNE 28—JULY 5, 2020

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
2 Elizabeth Clark
2 Lauren Scott
4 Susan Beard
4 Kate Buysse
4 Max Buysse
8 Tana Hightower
8 Charles Stelly
9 Ellia Stamatis
9 Grace Walhood
14 Cody Corkran
15 Dean Buysse
15 Cody Buysse
16 Mia Ruppel
20 Lisa Reeves
20 Lisa Rougeau
22 Michele Ruppel
22 Victor Viator
27 Patricia Gambrell
27 Barbara Whitrock
28 Evangeline Jowell

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
June 28, 2020
The welcome of baptism is for all
God’s children. This baptismal gift
sets us free from the power of sin
and death. In today’s gospel, Christ
promises that the disciple who gives
a cup of cold water to the little ones
serves Christ himself. From worship
we are sent on our baptismal
mission: to serve the little ones of
this world and to be a sign of God’s
merciful welcome.
The Chancel Flowers for the
month of June are given by Carol
Ann Nichols in memory of Anna
Lisa Jones, beloved daughter and
child of God.
The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.
He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold. (Ps. 18:2)

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

June 21, 2020
First Worship Service
Attendance: 13 Offering: $600.00

Second Worship Service
Attendance: 19 Offering: $545.00
Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0.00

Online Offering: $25.00
MTD Income : $11,922.36
MTD Expenses : $12,728.27
YTD Income : $73,088.85
YTD Expenses : $87,611.04

TODAY

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm
MONDAY JUNE 29
Choir 6:00 pm
Bells 7:15 pm
TUESDAY JUNE 30
Bible Study —10:00 am
ZOOM
THURSDAY JULY 2
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

FRIDAY JULY 3
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

SATURDAY JULY 4
SEEK & FIND Resale— CLOSED

SUNDAY JULY 5
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Many of our activities were cancelled
due to COVID-19. We will keep you
updated as this continues to change.

difference that relationship with Jesus has made.
What is your story to tell? How can you share
your story?
2. Now or at home, take time to put into words
the experience of knowing Jesus and what it
means to follow him. Think through or write out
a personal way to share the Gospel — a way
that includes the essential ingredients of the
story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Then
seek to spend some time with nonbelievers.
Look for ways to tell your story. Bring your
experiences back to the next session with you.
3. Evangelism is based on developing a
relationship with a person in the name of Jesus.
Those who witness don’t simply offer an idea
about Jesus and then leave hearers alone. An
ongoing relationship helps to insure that the new
believer becomes a mature disciple, capable of
evangelizing
others.
How
can
your
congregation be more effective in reaching
others and staying with them as they grow in the
faith?
4. Local evangelism is important, but it is also
to be coupled with the rest of Jesus’ command.
Jesus’ concern was for every person in the
entire world. The mission he gave us was to
reach the world. How do you and your
congregation reach the world? What more can
you do to make that outreach effective?
Offer thanks for specific learnings that seem to
have been inspired by the Holy Spirit. Ask for
gifts from the Spirit that you need to be more
effective evangelists. Pray for the congregation
and ask the Holy Spirit to ignite a flame in the
heart of each person for reaching those who
have not heard or have not come to follow
Jesus. Ask for the conviction and the strength to
accomplish that mission in name of Jesus.
********************************

BUILDING FUND
Approximate cost: $800,000.00

QUILT RAFFLE
We are having a raffle for our newest
quilt.
Janet Kitchens made a
beautiful quilt to raffle at our Annual
Bazaar at the end of the year. The
prices are $1 per ticket or $5 for 6
tickets.
The tickets are available for purchase
in the Church Office. Please help
support our Music Ministry and buy,
buy, buy!

Collected: $68,171.02
Pledge: $165,450.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!

But I trust in your unfailing love;
my heart is joyful because of
your saving help.
(Ps. 13:5)

8. How you would you rate the hospitality of your
congregation?
9. How might it be improved?
Take a few minutes to assess your own personal
hospitality skills. Think through a typical day.
Consider opportunities to welcome people in your
life. Imagine Jesus crossing your path this week.
Describe the reception he might receive from you
– especially if you do not first recognize him.
10. What can we learn from this?
11. How might you become more welcoming?
Prayer
Gracious God, show me ways to welcome your
ambassadors into my life. Help me to be open to
the needs of the stranger. Amen
Dig Deeper
Jeremiah 28:5-9
last word
Take time this week to welcome a stranger in the
name of Christ.
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Growing Disciples
Discipleship in the New Testament
Living Examples Become Witnesses

By the Rev. John F. Bradosky, Pastor of Grace
Lutheran, Huntington Beach, California Congregation

FOCUS: Disciples who are living transformed
lives are equipped to be powerful witnesses. They
reach out to others in their community and support
the outreach of the church to the world. Disciples
of Jesus understand the heart of Jesus for reaching
those who have not been touched, healed or
transformed by the power of his love and
salvation.
PRAYER: Join in a prayer in which all take a
part. Participants might give thanks for one way in
which they have grown as disciples. They might
also ask for the one thing they believe they need
most for continued growth as a disciple. Take time
to remember unreached people in your own
family, among your friends, in your neighborhood,
city, state, nation and world. Be bold enough to
ask the Spirit for a heart transplant: ask that Jesus’
heart for reaching people would be planted in
yours.
KEY COMPONENT OF DISCIPLESHIP:
1. Each disciple has a personal testimony to offer
as a result of knowing and following Jesus. Each
disciple has a story to tell of his/her relationship
with Jesus. Each story is similar and unique at the
same time. Each one is a witness to the love Jesus
offered. Each disciple’s life is a witness to the

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Edith Babcock,
Marge Becker,
Nancy Carlson,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Anita Fox,
Tammi Geren,
Kenneth Heycock,
Iris Hughes,
Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Mark Norville,
Maxine Pierce,
Mike Rahja,
Dorothy Schwarzlose,
Grant Stewart,
and Beverley Swink.

REPURPOSING PARSONAGE
We are going strong with our
repurposing of the parsonage efforts.
Our team consists of Dale Corkran,
Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb
Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy and Leo
Perez, and Pastor Paul. These guys
have been turning the Parsonage into
a multi-use building that will house
the Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day
Out. They have all been using their
time and talents to further the
church’s ministry.
They knocked
down walls, put up walls, and
everything in-between!
David Gonzales joined the effort and
the building is nearing completion. It
will be ready for the Mother’s Day Out
when school starts.
We want to give a BIG THANK—YOU
to each of you.

(A) Matthew 10:40-42
Tips of Discipleship: Welcome Others
Focus Question: How have you welcomed
someone this week as if that person were
Christ?
word of life “Whoever welcomes you
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me.” Matthew
10:40 (NRSV)
Read Matthew 10:40-42
The tenth chapter of Matthew focuses on the
mission of the twelve being sent into a hostile
world. Jesus warns his disciples to be ready for
persecution and rejection. This chapter
concludes with gentler words concerning the
opposite response by people – being
welcomed. Not everyone rejects followers of
Jesus. This news is refreshing consolation to
any who are sent in the name of Jesus.
1. What are ways to welcome a stranger?
2. How does it feel to be welcomed – especially
when away from home?
When someone welcomes one of the disciples
it is like welcoming Jesus Christ. And there is
more. To welcome Jesus is to welcome God
who sent Jesus. Basic hospitality is not to be
underestimated. Jesus clearly links his disciples
with himself and God.
3. How can this be?
4. Knowing a disciple is connected to God, why
would anyone reject the disciple?
5. How is a disciple of Jesus recognized?
This concept is not new. The Old Testament
prophets were sent in the name of the Lord.
Some were rejected, but they were also
welcomed at times. If and when prophets are
welcomed, the person who extends hospitality
is promised a reward. Likewise, anyone who
welcomes a righteous person also receives a
reward.
6. What reward might be given to the person
who extends hospitality to a prophet or
righteous person?
7. What might be the difference between a
prophet and a righteous person?
Jesus is not finished. “And whoever gives even
a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in
the name of a disciple – truly I tell you, none of
these will lose their reward.” (Matthew 10:42
NRSV) Cold water means a great deal in a
desert where water is not easily available. The
real question is the identity of “these little
ones.” Scholars sometimes describe “these
little ones” as the ordinary members of the
body of Christ – those who live their lives
faithfully, full of humility, and without
acclaim.

8. How do you define “these little ones”?
9. Who are “these little ones” living today?
10. Why is there such an emphasis on
hospitality?
Jesus connects himself to his followers as they
bear witness to him. Thus, anyone who receives
and welcomes one of his ambassadors will be
recognized and rewarded.
11. How do we prepare to welcome others in the
name of Jesus Christ?
12. How do we respond when others welcome
us?
word among us
Many congregations gathered together in the
heat of summer to hear a guest pastor preach.
Through the humor of his stories, they heard
about him growing up in Africa and coming to
the South for his high school years. At one
point, he asked them to shout “Amen” if they
agreed with him. How could you not agree with
him as spoke eloquently about Jesus Christ? He
was their guest. Why not shout an “Amen”?
They realized it was enjoyable to get involved in
the sermon in such a way. Midway through the
sermon, the preacher instructed them to say
“ouch” if he was close to a sore point in their
life. The people complied as he offered
prophetic words on the hurts of their day. He
preached the gospel – challenging and comforting them with his words. They in turn welcomed
him in their midst, grateful for his time with
them.
1. What does it mean to welcome a
representative of Christ?
2. Do you have to agree with an ambassador of
Christ to welcome him or her? How so?
3. If you knew Jesus was coming tonight to a
meeting at your congregation, what would you
do?
4. If you were at a meeting at your congregation
and a stranger walked in, what would you do?
5. Describe a time when you were warmly
welcomed.
Hospitality seems to come naturally for some
people. They seem to have a knack for sensing
the needs of others – ready to get a glass of
water, give directions, or listen.
6. How do we learn how to welcome people?
7. What advice would you give to someone who
wanted to increase their welcoming skills?
Take a few minutes to assess your own
congregation’s hospitality. Imagine you are a
visitor trying to find your church and attend
worship. List the ways a person finds out about
your worship schedule and location. Describe
how that person would be received before,
during, and after worship.

