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WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE           Variations on  Fred til Bod     - J. Bert Carlson 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to 

new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in 

your image and planted us in a well-watered garden.  In the desert  
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you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us 

water from the rock.  When we did not know the way, you sent the 

Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.  At the cross, you watered 

us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again 

with the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water 

in this font, and for all water everywhere.  Bathe us in your 

forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the 

life only you can give. To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                       “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

ELW 379 

 
 

GREETING 
 

Alleluia!   Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                      ELW S149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the 

truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in 

the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with 

all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                  Acts 7:55-60 
 

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, 

and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, 

he died. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 31         “I Put My Life in Your Hands  - Marty Haugen 
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain as indicated 

below.   The choir will sing the verse of the psalm. 
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In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame.  In your justice 

rescue me, oh my faithful Lord, in your hands I commend my spirit.  REFRAIN 

 

For all my foes reproach me; all my friends are now put to flight.  I am forgotten 

like the unremembered dead, like a dish that now is broken.  REFRAIN 

 

I place my trust in you, Lord; in your hands is my destiny.  Let your face shine 

upon your servant, Lord, in your hands I will place my life.  REFRAIN   

 

SECOND LESSON                                      I Peter 2:2-10 

 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by 

it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the 

Lord is good. 

  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 

chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let 

yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 

to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6For it stands in scripture:  

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not 

believe,  

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  

 “A stone that makes them stumble, 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
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They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 

destined to do. 

  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts 

of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 10Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will 

chant the verse. 
 

 
 

I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father  

except through me. 

 

GOSPEL                 John 14:1-14 

 

The holy gospel, according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are 

many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 

I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place 

where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to 

him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my 
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Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 

satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, 

Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you 

not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 

who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 

because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one 

who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 
13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I 

will do it.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Hallelujah!  Jesus Lives!”     ELW 380 
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THE NICENE CREED 

 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join 

the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your 

spiritual house. Continually strengthen your church as it is sent 

forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for new 

congregations and those in redevelopment. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with 

respect and awe for the world you have made, including volcanoes, 

ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces that 

both destroy and create. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, 

leaders, and other organizations as they prepare places for those 

seeking refuge and safety. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and 

weighed down by many troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease 

their distress, and carry their burdens (especially). Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young 

children, for the safe pregnancies of expectant parents, and for 

families who struggle with infertility and miscarriage. We give 

thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember 

all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. 

Give us faith to take hold of the promise of your eternal life. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 

whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
Please be seated. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM                        “The Call”    - Ralph Vaughn Williams 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such 

a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as you do 

with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your 

name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                      ELW S153 

 

 

 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe 

declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each 

cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 

and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We 

bless you, O God. 

 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 

near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with 

us now.  We thank you, O God. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 

end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.  Christ is 

risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace 

our table with your presence.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as  

the body of Christ for the world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us 

forth,  burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 

meal; among your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, 

and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 

in your church, without end.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. 

 

LAMB OF GOD          ELW S154 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and 

our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you have opened us 

to your presence.  Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter 

with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                          “I Know My Redeemer Lives”  

                ELW 619     

Stanzas 1-4, 8 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Invention No. 4”                                        - Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavelchko, St. James Music Press.  Used with permission.  All rights reserved 
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Faith Practices 
The Faith Practices Initiative of the ELCA urges members of 
this church to “put their faith into practice” by living out the 
promises contained in the liturgy for the Affirmation of 
Baptism.  In that promise, we pledge as members of the body of 
Christ through baptism to: 

• live among God’s faithful people 
• hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 
• proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 

and deed 
• serve all people following the example of Jesus 
• strive for justice and peace in all the earth 

                               (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 236) 

These Five Gifts of Discipleship are faith practices—five gifts to 
be unwrapped, discovered, and re-discovered. The Holy Spirit 
uses these gifts to teach discipleship, stir the embers of faith, 
create bold leaders, and transform congregations to be 
communities of Jesus where there are life-changing 
relationships with God, one another and the world. 

Faith Practices Resources:  Download these free resources 
designed for congregation or individual use.    
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Faith-Practices 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elca.org/Resources/Faith-Practices
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Along the Way 

 

The underground railroad that saved the lives of countless enslaved 

husbands and mothers and babies tortured by America’s original 

sin of slavery depended upon safe refuge along the journey to 

freedom—a place prepared. 

Through desert dangers where thieves waited and beasts preyed in 

the night, weary travelers along the Silk Road took restful shelter 

in inns along their way—a place prepared. 

From the dense streets of Kolkata, India, where poverty’s scourges 

lie thick over crowds of people, and disease lingers in the sluggish 

air, humble compassion clad in white and blue saris gathers the 

wretched into a home for the destitute and dying—a place 

prepared. 

Around the globe, in the midst of despair, people fleeing from war 

die in the sea, are lost in the desert, swarm at borders, scale walls, 

weep at fences, hang on trains, trudge every landscape imaginable 

hoping for a home at the end of a trail—a place prepared. 

Jesus promised the most remarkable thing to his disciples: “I go to 

prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). And they asked, “Where? We 

don’t understand! Show us!” Jesus’ answer to his disciples does 

not offer a spiritualized road to heaven or a settled spot in Galilee, 

but it does offer all that matters: “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life” (John 14:6). Jesus is the destination and the path. There is 

a refuge—a place prepared—in his love. The home of peace and 

safety that we all long for is found in Jesus. Jesus is with us all 

along the roads, streets, and alleyways, in places unseen and 

unknown. Jesus is with us, goes before us to prepare the place, and 

shows us the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


