
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

  2 Megan Swink 

  3 Flo Gilbert 

  3 Laura Rahja 

  9 Kaydence Corkran 

  11 Rachel Choate 

  13 Caleb Hayes 

  16 Nancy Meek 

  19 Carol Buchanan 

  20 David Jones 

  21 Jeannie Adams 

  22 Bridget Delaney 

  25 Karlan Babineaux 

  25 Brooke Estes 

  26 Bob Appel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others!  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

MAY 24—MAY 31, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 24, 2020 
 

In these days between Ascension 

and Pentecost, we gather with the 
disciples in the upper room, waiting 
for the Spirit to transform the 

church around the world. In today’s 
gospel Jesus prays for his followers 

and for their mission in his name. 
Amid religious, social, and economic 
divisions, we seek the unity that   

Jesus had with his Father. Made 
one in baptism, we go forth to live 

our faith in the world, eager for the 
unity that God intends for the whole 

human family.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of May are given by  Ann  
and Charles Hall in honor of her 

mother, Dorothy McCallum, who 
is 90 years old this month. 

 

May 17, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $100.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $695.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $200.00 

Online Offering: $25.00 
 

MTD Income : $5,411.56 

MTD Expenses : $9,799.97 
YTD Income : $58,558.49 

YTD Expenses : $69,491.03 

 

 
   



 

  

TODAY 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP—11:00 am  

Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm 
 

MONDAY MAY 25 

Memorial Day  
 

TUESDAY MAY 26 

Devotion —10:00 am  

ZOOM 
 

SUNDAY MAY 31 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

 Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 
 

Most of our activities were cancelled 

due due to COVID-19. 
 

MORE ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES COMING! 
 

 

QUILT RAFFLE 
 
We are having a raffle for our newest 
quilt.  Janet Kitchens made a     

beautiful quilt to raffle at our Annual 
Bazaar at the end of the year. The 

prices are $1 per ticket or $5 for 6 
tickets. 
 

The tickets are available for purchase 
in the Church Office. Please help  

support our Music Ministry and buy, 
buy, buy! 
 

 

 

  

 
 

help you also look at, evaluate and perhaps 
even change the way new disciples enter 

and are nurtured toward discipleship and 
membership in your congregation. The call 
to discipleship is an invitation to journey 

with Jesus. This journey involves many 
steps. As disciples follow, they move from 
an early childlike relationship with Jesus to 

a deeper commitment of faith and practice. 
Like a toddler’s first tentative steps, the  
disciples’ walk is not always predictable or 

necessarily in one direction. Some steps 
move the disciple forward, some backward, 
and some may not seem like directional 

steps at all. While there is a sense of       
progression to this journey called             
discipleship, it is important not to get stuck 
in “step language.” The six sessions of this 

study invite you to a deeper walk with Jesus 
through an examination of six key         
components of discipleship — Followers, 

Learners, Ministers, Living Examples,   
Witnesses, and Leaders. As we work 
through this study, we will want to          

recognize the progression as one that leads 
to deeper levels of commitment. At the 
same time, we want to affirm the winsome 

work of the Holy Spirit, who always seems 
to delightfully surprise us by inviting people 
into the journey at different places along the 

way. As you move through this study, you 
will be invited to open yourself to the power 
of the Spirit, working through the Word, to 

move you along your journey toward      
maturity in your relationship to Jesus as his 
disciple. This study does not present a 

“canned” program. Rather, it is designed to 
help you see Jesus’ direction for every    
disciple — and for you. It is meant to help 

congregations develop new strategies that 
will help all members move toward         
becoming faithful disciples and leaders in 

the church of Jesus Christ. As we move on 
this journey, we have to be willing to   
sometimes lose our balance, sometimes take 
steps that are less than perfect. We may 

even fall along the way. But as we journey 
together, as we grow by the power of the 
Spirit, we will be more able to become what 

Jesus is calling us to be — disciples. We are 
“Little Christs,” as Luther saw it; those who 
are willing to “run with perseverance the 

race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).  



 

  

Throughout the season of Easter, Daily         
Discipleship has included the Serenity Prayer as 
part of its reflection.  This prayer concludes with 
a petition for wisdom to make wise choices.  We 
can be tempted after those things which give us 
glory.  It is so easy to get caught up in ourselves 
and our path to self-glorification.  Jesus in his 
prayer of John 17 reminds us to redirect our  
energy towards those things which gives God 
glory.   
9. Where in your life do you need wisdom?  
10. What is God calling you to change?  
  
  
Prayer  
Gracious God, give me wisdom to know the  
difference between those things which I cannot 
change and that worth investing energy to 
change.  Guide me in ways to daily give you 
glory. Amen  
 
Dig Deeper Psalm 68:1-10  
 

last word  
Pray each day the Serenity Prayer: 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, 

courage to change the things I can,  
And wisdom to know the difference.  

 
 

\  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship   

 
 
 
 

Growing Disciples 
Discipleship in the New Testament  
SIX-SESSION BIBLE STUDY ON 

LUKE-ACTS 
By the Rev. John F. Bradosky, Pastor of Grace Lutheran, 

Huntington Beach, California Congregation 
 
 

“What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?” 
This study will seek to base an answer on the 
way Jesus interacted with his first disciples. 
We will focus on Jesus’ interaction with his 
disciples as it is revealed by the physician, 
Luke, in the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of 
the Apostles. In these sessions we will look at 
both the way the disciples first came to follow 
and how they grew in their relationship with 
Jesus. The purpose of this study is to go      
beyond simply understanding Jesus’ ministry 
with his earliest followers. The goal is to look 
at our own discipleship in light of Jesus’ rela-
tionship with his first disciples. Even more, 
we want to discover how that relationship can 
grow in depth and practice as we follow Jesus.  
An added value of this study is that it may 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 Khris Taylor, Jr., 

and Audrey Zeto 

 

REPURPOSING PARSONAGE 

 

 
We are going strong with our           
repurposing of the parsonage efforts.  

Our team consists of Dale Corkran, 
Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb 

Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy and Leo     
Perez, and Pastor Paul.  These guys 
have been turning the Parsonage into 

a multi-use building that will house 
the Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day 

Out.  They have all been using their  
time and talents to further the 
church’s ministry.  They knocked 

down walls, put up walls, and every-
thing in-between! 
We want to give a BIG THANK—YOU 

to each of you. 



 

  

Seventh Sunday of Easter (A) 
– John 17:1-11 
Discipleship:  An Instrument of Wisdom  
Focus Question:  This week how might you be 
an instrument of wisdom?  
  
word of life   “And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them in 
your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.”  John 17:11 
(NRSV)  
  
Read John 17:1-11  
Jesus prays throughout his life, but the prayers 
he offers at the end of his life are particularly 
noteworthy.  The prayer at the Garden of Geth-
semane following his last supper with his disci-
ples is offered as he waits for Judas to betray 
him and the guards to arrest him.  His prayer in 
the garden is, “My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but 
what you want.” (Matthew 26:39 NRSV.  See 
Luke 22:39-42; Mark 14:32-36)  
 
The Gospel of John does not include the scene 
of the Garden of Gethsemane.  Some Biblical 
scholars understand the prayer in John 17 to be 
parallel to the one Jesus prays at Gethsemane.   
1. Why pay attention to the final prayer of   
Jesus?  
2. How do you explain the omission of the  
Garden of Gethsemane scene from the Gospel 
of John?  
  
The prayer in John 17 continues the theme 
found throughout the Gospel of John of the 
glory of Jesus.  We read in the first chapter of 
John, “And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the   
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth.” (John 1:14 NRSV)    
  
Jesus prays for glory, but not in a selfish way.  
Jesus knows his death will point back to God 
and give God all glory.  His death will       
complete and fulfill God’s glory so that people 
may know God.  The prayer of Jesus for glory 
is in actuality a prayer for his disciples. 
3.Why do you believe Jesus is praying for    
glory? 
 4. Does this prayer for glory fit your           
understanding of a humble Jesus?  
5. How might his death be perceived as       
glorious?   
  
The prayer of Jesus reflects a unity between the 
Father and the Son.  Jesus confirms his mission 
of working with the people whom God gave to 
him.  Jesus not only cares and protects his   
followers, but Jesus also makes an intentional  
 
  

  

 connection between his disciples and his Father.  
 
Jesus prays not on behalf of strangers or those 
who do not believe.  The petition is for those 
whom God already knows.  Jesus returns to God 
what was first claimed by God.  
6. What might those disciples have been thinking 
as they overheard this prayer?  
7. What questions do you have about this     
prayer?  
  
Jesus knows he is departing, but does not want 
to leave these disciples alone or without a      
protector.  He desires the disciples to be        
connected to God just as Jesus is connected.  
This is a prayer for unity.  
8. What might it be like to be connected with 
God as Jesus was connected to God?  
9. What might it feel like for you to have such 
unity?  
 

word among us 
 

Christian had spent hours and hours throwing a 
baseball to his son.  In the beginning, his son 
had difficulty focusing on the ball.  Instead, the 
boy would be distracted by butterflies and bugs.  
Christian had little hope his son would share his 
own love for the game.  But around the age of 
twelve, Christian’s son entered a zone.  He lived 
and breathed baseball.  Christian beamed at his 
son’s first home run and later, at his first          
no-hitter.  As people patted Christian on his 
back, he shook his head and pointed to his son.   
1. Describe the joy when a parent watches his or 
her child do something well.  
2. How do you explain parents who sacrifice so 
that their children can succeed?  
3. Can it become unhealthy for a parent to get 
glory through a child’s successes?  How so?  
  
Jesus prayed for glory, but only so that it would 
help his disciples to believe and know God.  
Glory came to Jesus, but not in a typical way.  
He did not hit a home run, win a lottery, or find 
success through popularity.  His glory came 
through his crucifixion, followed by               
resurrection.  Death on a cross is not the        
expected path towards glory.  It is no wonder his 
disciples were baffled and overwhelmed by the 
events following his last supper with them. 
4. How do you define “glory”?  
5. What in your life gives God glory?  
6. What about your church gives God glory?  
  
Not all people gain in wisdom as they age.   
Wisdom does increase with the number of gray 
hairs on the head.  Now and then, a child is   
described as wise beyond his or her years.  
7. How do you define “wisdom”?  
8. How have you grown in wisdom over the 
years?  


