
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

  2 Megan Swink 

  3 Flo Gilbert 

  3 Laura Rahja 

  9 Kaydence Corkran 

  11 Rachel Choate 

  13 Caleb Hayes 

  16 Nancy Meek 

  19 Carol Buchanan 

  20 David Jones 

  21 Jeannie Adams 

  22 Bridget Delaney 

  25 Karlan Babineaux 

  25 Brooke Estes 

  26 Bob Appel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others!  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

MAY 17—MAY 24, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2020 
 

Jesus does not abandon his         

followers. Through the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus comes to abide with his     
disciples of every generation. As 

Pentecost draws near, we are        
reminded that the risen Christ 

dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. 
We receive this Spirit in baptism 
and pray that in our gathering 

around the Lord’s table the Spirit 
will transform us to be the body of 

the risen Christ in the world.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of May are given by  Ann  

and Charles Hall in honor of her 
mother, Dorothy McCallum, who 
is 90 years old this month. 

 

May 10, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $300.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $1095.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $725.00 

Online Offering: $225.00 
 

MTD Income : $3,849.66 
MTD Expenses : $5,151.12 
YTD Income : $56,996.59 

YTD Expenses : $64,842.18 

 

 
  



 

  

TODAY 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

TUESDAY MAY 19 

Devotion —10:00 am  

ZOOM 
 

SUNDAY MAY 24 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

 Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 

Church Council Meeting 12:15 pm 
 

Most of our activities were cancelled 

due to the Texas Governor’s executive 

order limiting public gatherings due to 

COVID-19. 
 

MORE ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES COMING! 
 

 

QUILT RAFFLE 
 

We are having a raffle for our newest 
quilt.  Janet Kitchens made a     
beautiful quilt to raffle at our Annual 

Bazaar at the end of the year. The 
prices are $1 per ticket or $5 for 6 
tickets. 
 

The tickets are available for purchase 
in the Church Office. Please help  
support our Music Ministry and buy, 

buy, buy! 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 

ontological self in God!) The argument is  
undone, it seems to me, by Christ appearing 
first to Mary after the resurrection, and by his 
charge for her to be his first witness. Yes, the 
men ended up getting sent out into the world, 
no doubt because only men were taken       
seriously as safe or legal witnesses or even 
religious teachers in most cultures at that 
time. (P. 192)  
She was the first to witness not only the finite 
earthly Jesus, but also the resurrected Christ. 
Rohr takes Jesus statement to her, “do not 
cling to me,“ as a statement about the         
universal Christ. He is no longer the finite 
earthly Jesus, but the universal Christ. Jesus is 
not the personal property of anyone. No     
religion or sect owns him. 
If your Jesus remains too small, too senti-
mental (e.g., “Jesus, my personal boyfriend”), 
or too bound by time and culture, you do not 
get very far at all. For Jesus to become 
Christ, he must surpass the bounds of space 
and time, ethnicity, nationality, class, and 
gender. Frankly, he must rise above any    
religion formed in his name that remains  
tribal, clannish, xenophobic, or exclusionary. 
Otherwise, he is not the “Savior of the 
World” (John 4:42) at all. (Rohr, p. 193)  
Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5:16b says, “…even 
though we once knew Christ from a human 
point of view, we know him no longer in that 
way.” When we are talking about the         
resurrected cosmic Christ, we are not talking 
about a resuscitated corpse, or some Walking 
Dead zombie. We are talking about something 
much bigger, a sacramental presence of God 
in and beyond the universe. Resurrection is 
not a particular event. It is a revelation that 
this is how God works in the universe. 
I commend to you The chapter on Mary  
Magdalene in Alice Connor’s book, Fierce: 
Women of the Bible and Their Stories of    
Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom, Sex, and 
Salvation. It is thought-provoking, provoca-
tive and faithful to her role. 
 
Mary sometimes is depicted with an egg. 
Eggs have always been a symbol of the      
resurrection: new life. There are also         
several legends. One holds that on Easter  
Sunday morning Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb to anoint Christ’s body, taking with her 
a basket of hard-boiled eggs to share with the 
women who accompanied her. When the risen 
Christ appeared to her the eggs in her basket 
turned bright red, or into many colors. This 
might serve as an object lesson for a          
children’s sermon, connecting Easter eggs to 
the story. 

https://amzn.to/334DEU5
https://amzn.to/334DEU5
https://amzn.to/334DEU5
https://amzn.to/334DEU5
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Melbourne-News/did-mary-magdalene-invent-the-easter-egg


 

  

Spirit to reside in our lives and to serve as our 
Advocate.    
  
We are not orphaned, but are given the          
Advocate as well as a family of Christ to       
support and encourage us.  That family of Christ 
is the church.  When the church operates at its 
best, it is an open, supportive and welcoming 
body of Christ which recognizes each person as 
one being shaped by the Holy Spirit.  We      
encourage each other at the same time we are 
being changed and transformed by that same 
Spirit. 
9. How do you know God’s Spirit wants you to 
change? 
10. What does it feel like to change and grow 
closer to Christ? 
11. Will God ever get content with us and stop 
trying to change us?  Why or why not? 
12. Would it be a good thing for the Spirit to 
stop trying to change us?  Why or why not? 
13. How can we support each other through 
change?  
  
  
Prayer  
Gracious God, let me be open to change in my 
life. Amen  
Dig Deeper 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

last word  
Pray each day the Serenity Prayer: 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, 

courage to change the things I can,  
And wisdom to know the difference.  

 
 

\  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship   

 

Mary Magdalene: The First Apostle,  
Witness to the Resurrection 

Mary from Magdala? 
Conclusion 

 
Acts 1:22 defines an apostle as a witness to the 
resurrection. If so, then Mary is the first apostle. 
She is not only a witness to the resurrection, but 
the first to encounter not just the physical   
earthly Jesus, but the resurrected Christ. She 
was the first to go and tell others. 
Richard Rohr, in his book Universal 
Christ, says, “The first apostle was a           
woman.” (p. 191) he goes on to say, 
Mary Magdalene’s unique and important role 
was not ordinarily acknowledged in the first 
centuries of almost entirely patriarchal      
Christianity. Most still imagined that all of the 
apostles were male, and therefore priesthood 
and ministry should be reserved for  men    (as if 
gender were a quality of the True Self, the  

 

 

  

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Jennifer Buysse, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Ed Edwards, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 Khris Taylor, Jr., 

and Audrey Zeto 

 

REPURPOSING PARSONAGE 

 

 
We are going strong with our           
repurposing of the parsonage efforts.  
Our team consists of Dale Corkran, 

Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb 
Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy and Leo     

Perez, and Pastor Paul.  These guys 
have been turning the Parsonage into 
a multi-use building that will house 

the Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day 
Out.  They have all been using their  

time and talents to further the 
church’s ministry.  They knocked 
down walls, put up walls, and every-

thing in-between! 
We want to give a BIG THANK—YOU 
to each of you. 

https://amzn.to/3cMzIM8
https://amzn.to/3cMzIM8


 

  

Sixth Sunday of Easter (A) – 

John 14:15-21 
Discipleship:  An Instrument of Change  
Focus Question:  This week how might you be 
an instrument of change?  
  
word of life   “If you love me, you will keep 
the commandments.”  John 14:15 (NRSV)  
  
Read John 14:15-21  
Jesus does not simply ask his followers to 
speak of their love for him.  He wants them to 
show love by living a consistent life based on 
his commandments.  The preceding chapter in 
John’s Gospel describes Jesus washing the feet 
of his disciples and commanding them to love 
one another.   
1. What is the connection between love and 
obedience? 
 2. What happens when a disciple commits to 
love without an attitude of obedience?  
 
This section of verses begins with a key word 
if.  It would follow that if a person does not 
love Jesus, then that person would have no  
desire to follow his teachings or                  
commandments.  Conversely, a person who 
loves Jesus would choose a lived response of 
obedience to the teachings of Jesus.    
  
Jesus promises not to leave his followers alone 
and orphaned, but asks for the Advocate to be 
with his followers forever.  This Advocate is 
understood to be the Holy Spirit present in the 
lives of his disciples.  
3. What does it mean personally for you to 
have the Advocate given to you? 
4. What do you understand the role of the    
Advocate?  
  
Jesus describes the Advocate as the Spirit of 
Truth.  It is one thing to have an advocate to 
speak on our behalf and to support; it is    
something entirely different to expand the role 
of advocate to include truth.  So, what is truth?  
That is Pilate’s question to Jesus in John 18:38 
before Jesus is sentenced to death. 
5. What does truth have to do with obedience to 
Jesus and love for him? 
6. How do you answer the question, “What is 
truth?”  
  
Jesus embodies the truth of God.  He sees 
clearly the motives behind people’s actions – 
whether it is for good or harm.  His connection 
with God provides clarity, but also consistency 
of living.    
  
Jesus recognizes the world will not understand 
any of this because the world is not connected 
to God.  Consequently, it is difficult to remain 
on a path of discipleship without having Jesus  
 
 
 

 

  

 right beside on the journey.  Even with Jesus 
walking with the disciples through the streets  of 
Jerusalem, Galilee, and other towns, the disci-
ples become confused.  There is no doubt a dis-
ciple living at all times in history needs God’s 
presence of the Holy Spirit to pursue a path of 
truth.    
  
The words of Jesus are intended to reassure the 
disciples.  It is the Spirit who helps a person to 
follow the commandments of Jesus and to love.  
The disciples are to trust in Jesus and his    
promise to be with them through the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 
7. Would Jesus’ words be reassuring to the   
disciples? How so?  
8. What questions might the words of Jesus stir 
in the disciples?  
 

word among us 
 

Have you heard that expression?  “The only  
person who likes change is a baby.” 
1. How do you respond to change?  
2. Are you a change agent?  Why or why not? 
3.Is there a difference between choosing change 
and having change forced upon you?  Give    
examples.   
  
When Jesus gathered his disciples together in the 
upper room for his final Passover meal with 
them, he began to change things.  He took the 
bread of the Passover meal and said, “‘This is 
my body that is for you.  Do this in                
remembrance of me.’  In the same way he took 
the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’” (1   
Corinthians 11:24-25)  Words such as these had 
never been uttered before.  Jesus was bringing 
something new to the tradition of Passover.  
4. How might the disciples have responded to 
Jesus changing the words of the Passover meal? 
5. How have the changes made to the Passover 
meal by Jesus become a blessing for us?  
  
Jesus also wanted the disciples to change their 
behavior and adopt an attitude of obedience to 
Jesus in all phases of life.  He wanted his       
disciples to demonstrate their love for him by 
living a life of love.  No doubt this would mean 
a certain degree of change. 
6. What does it mean for you to be obedient to 
Jesus?  
7. What areas of your life do not reflect an    
obedient attitude towards Jesus?  
8. Take a moment to prayerfully and silently 
ponder those areas of your life needing to be 
changed in order to walk and live closer to Jesus 
Christ.  Write down on a piece of paper one 
change which you feel called to begin today.  
 
Change can be tough.  Sometimes it can get 
lonely.  Fortunately, Jesus sends his very own  


