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The Resurrection of our Lord 
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Introduction to the day 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him 

all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 

10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing 

hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s 

faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With 

the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We 

depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                                Variations on  Mfurahini, Haleluya   

 - Emanuel Vogt  
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THE EASTER PROCLAMATION        Please stand if you are able. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the life beyond all death, 

the joy beyond all sorrow; our everlasting home.  Amen.  

 

 Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this day our Savior Jesus Christ 

passed from death to life.  We gather with the church throughout 

the world to acknowledge the Passover of Jesus Christ.  Through 

light and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we 

proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph 

over sin and death, and await Christ’s coming again in glory.   
 

Standing at the Paschal Candle, the minister continues  

 

Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending. To 

Christ belongs all time and all ages; To Christ belongs glory and 

dominion now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts 

and minds.  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN             “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 

ELW 365 
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GREETING 
 

Alleluia!   Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                      ELW S149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the 

cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you 

delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to 

sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                Acts 10:34-43 

 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him 

and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 

Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 
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all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We 

are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 

him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who 

ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.42He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 118    All worshipers sing the refrain as shown below.   The choir 

will sing the verses. 

 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever.  Let Israel 

now proclaim, “His mercy endures forever.”  The Lord is my strength and my 

song, and he has become my salvation. There is a sound of exultation and 

victory in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!  

The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord has 

triumphed!” R 

 

I will give thanks to you for you answered me and have become my salvation.  

The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  

This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvelous in our eyes.  On this day the Lord 

has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.  R 

 

SECOND LESSON                              Colossians 3:1-4 

 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who 

is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 

glory. 
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Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will 

chant the Easter proper. 

 
 

Christ our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed.  Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

GOSPEL            Matthew 28:1-10 

 

The holy gospel, according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And 

suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 

it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 

snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know 

that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; 

for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 

from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left 

the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 

they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go 

to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 
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SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”   ELW 364 
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THE NICENE CREED 

 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join 

the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church 

the gift of women as your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and 

leaders. Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the 

stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor 

you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set 

our minds on fear and greed rather than on your rule of justice and 

steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who 

mourn. We pray those affected by COVID-19 and pray for 

effective treatment and relief.  Cradle the fearful, the suffering, and 

the dying, assuring them of your loving presence (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: 

musicians, ushers, greeters, worship assistants, preachers, readers, 

and all others who provide welcome and hospitality in our midst. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the 

powers of evil. We remember those who have died. Inspire us to 

live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our 

final days. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 

whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM                                          “Now the Green Blade Rises”    

                    - John C. Crum / Shirley McRae 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such 

a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as you do 

with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your 

name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS                      ELW S153 

 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe 

declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each 

cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 

 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 

and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We 

bless you, O God. 

 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 

near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with 

us now.  We thank you, O God. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 

end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.  Christ is 

risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace 

our table with your presence.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as 

the body of Christ for the world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us 

forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 

meal; among your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, 

and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 

in your church, without end. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. 
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LAMB OF GOD        ELW S154 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Gelobt sei Gott”                                                   - John Leavitt 
 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and 

our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you have opened us 
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to your presence.  Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter 

with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” 

                                                              ELW 385 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

Variations on Noel Nouvelet                                        - Mark Sedio 
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Response to COVID-19 from ELCA presiding bishop 

3/27/2020 6:15:00 PM 

The last couple of weeks have been trying ones for everyone 
across this church. Our synods, congregations and ministries 
are facing challenges that they’ve never faced before. Being 
church together means more now than ever before.  

The churchwide office is launching a comprehensive Covid-19 
response across the ELCA beginning today. We have three new 
approaches designed to provide several levels of support for 
our most vulnerable congregations and ministries. These three 
approaches are Daily Bread Grants, Here to Serve, and the 
Covid-19 Response Appeal.  

DAILY BREAD GRANTS 

ELCA World Hunger is announcing the immediate launch of 
Daily Bread Matching Grants. Through these grants, ELCA 
congregations can raise funds for their feeding ministries using 
an online fundraising platform and will receive a grant of $500 
from ELCA World Hunger. Up to 100 Daily Bread Matching 
Grants are available for ELCA congregations on a first-come, 
first-served basis, with the possibility of more grants becoming 
 available in the future. Apply or donate here. 

HERE TO SERVE 

The churchwide organization is inherently a resource in 
support of the members, congregations, synods and partners of 
the ELCA. During this time, Domestic Mission will pivot to a 
project-based, service-oriented structure so this church knows 
we are here to serve. By the first week of April, we will launch a 
chat function on ELCA.org along with an 800 hotline for prayer, 
support and questions that will be answered by our staff. As 
soon as these channels are live, we will let you know. 

COVID-19 RESPONSE APPEAL 

https://support.elca.org/site/TR?fr_id=1360&pg=entry
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It’s more important now than ever to support our church 
across the country through these difficult times. We will begin 
to raise funds to support our congregations, ministries and 
synods. This effort will launch the week of March 30 via email 
and social media with a special form online to donate.  

In addition to our new three-pronged response, our work 
continues in providing and updating resources on 
ELCA.org/publichealth. We are also still at work in the world. 
Our global mission work continues and grows in this time of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. We are working with our global 
companions to provide support where we can. Learn more 
about that here. 

I am proud to say that even during challenging times, we 
continue our service in living out the mission of this church: 
Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live faithfully, 
witness boldly and serve joyfully. 

Peace and be well, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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