
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 David Gonzales 

11 Ann Stelter 

15 Fenn Reeves 

15 Madison Reeves 

16 Kaitlyn Warden 

18 Richard Woodcroft 

19 Tyler Ruppel 

21 Amber Wheatley 

23 Charlotte Clark 

23 Paul Zoch 

25 Tristan Estes 

26 Elinda Gregoire 

26 Hunter Myers  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
APRIL 26—MAY 3, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Third Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2020 
 

Today’s gospel begins with two     
disciples walking to Emmaus,     

overcome with sadness, loss, and 
disappointment. They had hoped  
Jesus, who was crucified, would be 

the one to redeem Israel! Yet the  
risen Christ walks with them and 

then opens their eyes in the    
breaking of the bread. Each Sunday 
our hearts burn within us as the 

scriptures are proclaimed and 
Christ appears to us as bread is 
broken and wine is poured. The  

story of Emmaus becomes the      
pattern of our worship each Lord’s 

day.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of April are given by  Grace 

Walhood in memory of her      
husband, Michael J. Walhood. 

 

April 19, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $1,490.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $200.00 

Online Offering: $25.00 
 

MTD Income : $13,038.88 
MTD Expenses : $11,344.07 

YTD Income : $50,191.41 
YTD Expenses : $56,325.73 

 

     
     



 

  

TODAY 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

TUESDAY APRIL 28 

Devotion —10:00 am  

ZOOM 
 

SUNDAY MAY 3 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

 Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Most of our activities were cancelled 

due to the Texas Governor’s executive 

order limiting public gatherings due to 

COVID-19. 
 

MORE ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES COMING! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Every month, we have a MONTHLY   

SERVICE PROJECT!  In April, we are 

collecting change for the Good    

Shepherd’s Good Sam Fund.  The 

Good Sam Fund is utilized by the 

Pastor to help those in our           

community in need.  So, we            

encourage you to place a jar or can 

somewhere at home and dump your 

change into it throughout the month 

of April.  And when we gather         

together, you can bring it as a special 

offering.  Please share your blessings! 

 

  

  

 
 

James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. 41 These used to follow him 

and provided for him when he was 
in Galilee; and there were many other 

women who had come up with him to 
Jerusalem. 

So the women watched the crucifixion 
from a distance. Mary Magdalene was 

one, and also another Mary, identified 
by her three children: James, Joses 

and Salome. These women consist of 
women from up north in Galilee,  

women who have been funding Jesus’ 

ministry, and also some women from 
Jerusalem. 

The story continues with Joseph of 
Arimathea financing Jesus’ burial. In 

verse 47 we learn Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of Joses saw 

where the body was “buried.” In  
chapter 16 we read: “When the      

sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they 
might go and anoint him.” 

Mary is identified the second and 
third times as simply the mother of 

James, but her daughter Salome 

comes along with spices. They get up 
early and go to the tomb just after 

sunrise. The stone has already been 
rolled away. They see a young man in 

a white robe who says, “Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised; he is not here.” (Μὴ 

ἐκθαμβεῖσθε: Ἰησοῦν ζητεῖτε τὸν 
Ναζαρηνὸν τὸν ἐσταυρωμένον: ἠγέρθη, 

οὐκ ἔστιν ὧδε: ἴδε ὁ τόπος ὅπου ἔθηκαν 
αὐτόν.) The white-robed young man 

tells them to go tell the disciples. 

Verse 9 says, “So they went out and 
fled from the tomb, for terror and 

amazement had seized them; and they 
said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid.” Some versions of Mark and 
here. Others have an additional     

ending that says they did indeed go 
tell the disciples. Descending includes 

some resurrection appearances.  
 
Next week more to come about 

Mary Magdalene! 



 

  

6. Describe a time in your life when you felt the 
gift of “serenity”?  
7. What has or needs to change in your life so 
that you experience more serenity?  
  

As Jesus walked with the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus, he might have been described as 
serene.  His calmness was certainly a contrast 
from the anxious and distraught disciples.  They 
had witnessed events which turned their world 
upside down.  Jesus attempted to help them 
make sense by returning to the Scriptures.  He 
did not hash over the injustice of the crucifixion, 
nor did he spend time describing the pain of the 
experience.  Jesus helped connect the teaching 
of the old with the reality of the resurrection.   
  

The disciples seemed to have understood, but 
not fully.  Because they could not grasp who 
was teaching them, there was a significant  
missing piece to the puzzle.  For whatever     
reasons, they could not see Jesus.  Once Jesus 
was revealed to them in the breaking of the 
bread, then things began to make sense.  They 
had an “Aha!” moment.  At that point, those  
disciples could not contain or limit their         
excitement.  They were willing to walk over 
seven miles from Emmaus to Jerusalem to tell 
the good news about Jesus Christ. 
8. What might prevent us from seeing and   
hearing Jesus?  
9. What are we willing to do in order to tell 
someone about Jesus Christ?  
  

 Prayer  
God, grant me serenity to face the challenges and 
opportunities today.  Amen  
 

Dig Deeper  
Psalm116 

last word  
Pray each day the Serenity Prayer: God grant me 
the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,   
courage to change the things I can, and   wisdom 

to know the difference.  
 

\  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship   

 

 
Mary Magdalene: The First Apostle, 

Witness to the Resurrection 
Mark 

We start with Mark, since we believe 
this to be the first of the four Gospels 

written. Of the 660 verses in Mark, 600 
of them are copied into Matthew and 

Luke. 
In Mark 15:40-41 we are told: 

There were also women looking on from 
a distance; among them were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of  
  

  

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Ed Edwards, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 Khris Taylor, Jr., 

Pam Turner, 

and Audrey Zeto 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

W e  c o n d u c t e d  o u r  A n n u a l             
Congregational Meeting on March 8. 

The new 2021 Budget, Revised      
Constitution and Revised By-Laws 

were approved.  We also elected new 
Council members.  They are Lisa  
Deleon, Ann Hall, Caleb Hayes,     

Sharon Proellochs, Kathy Viator, and 
Carsand Williams. Please congratulate 

each one when you see them. In      
addition, on March 15 we had our 
March Council meeting and elected 

our council officers: President - Caleb 
Hayes, Vice President - Lisa Reeves, 
Secretary - Ann Hall, Treasurer - 

Grace Walhood. 

 



 

  

Third Sunday of Easter (A) – Luke 
24:13-35   
Discipleship:  An Instrument of Serenity  
Focus Question:  This week how might you 
be an instrument of serenity?  
  
word of life   “When [Jesus] was at the 
table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened, and they        
recognized him, and he vanished from 
their sight.”  (Luke 24: 30-31 NRSV)  
  
Read Luke 24:13-35  
Much had taken place in Jerusalem the week 
Jesus died and rose from death.  Life no 
longer made sense to the followers of Jesus, 
and some had already left Jerusalem talking 
about the events of the week.  Jesus appears 
to two men who were walking from          
Jerusalem to a town called Emmaus.  As   
Jesus walks with them, they do not recognize 
him.    
  
These anxious and disturbed men are a    
contrast to the serene Jesus.  Patiently, Jesus 
listens as they recount the events occurring to 
Jesus, but they do not recognize the risen  
Jesus beside them. 
1. Describe the possible feelings of the men 
on the road to Emmaus. 
2. What might have prevented the men from 
seeing Jesus at this part of the walk?  
  
Jesus tells these two men they are foolish for 
not being able to make sense and believe in 
the risen Christ.  He then proceeds to        
interpret those things recounted in the Old 
Testament from Moses through the prophets.  
As Jesus teaches, he connects the events 
from the past to the current reality.  
3. What would it have been like to walk with 
Jesus on the road to Emmaus?  
4. If you were on that walk, what questions 
would you ask Jesus?  
5. How do you connect the Old Testament 
with the life and death of Jesus?   
   
The two men still do not perceive it is Jesus 
who is walking with them and teaching them.  
How can that be?  They urge Jesus to stay 
with them for dinner.  The scene is          
reminiscent of the last supper.  Again, Jesus 
takes bread, blesses and breaks it, then gives 
it to them.  It is in the breaking of the bread 
the disciples have their eyes open so that they 
truly see Jesus.  As soon as they recognize 
Jesus, he disappears.  
6. What connections might be made between 
this meal and the last supper?   

  

 7. Why do you think Jesus disappeared so 
quickly?  
8. What else might the disciples have asked if 
Jesus had not disappeared?  
 
The anxiety of the disciples is transformed 
into energetic joy.  The words of the women 
and disciples are true.  Jesus is alive.  “They 
said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts    
burning within us while he was talking to us 
on the road, while he was opening the      
scriptures to us?’”  (Luke 24:32 NRSV)  
9. What would it have been like to have your 
heart burn because of the teaching of Jesus? 
10. By the end of the walk, what prevented 
these followers of Jesus from recognizing 
him?  
  
Within the hour, they began walking the return 
trip of over seven miles from Emmaus to    
Jerusalem.  They could not wait to join others 
in the Easter proclamation, “The Lord has  
risen indeed!”  (Luke 24:34 NRSV)  
11. How would this proclamation have been 
received by the others?  
 

word among us 
 
Their grandfather sat out on the patio near the 
garden.  He was a picture of serenity.  Yet in 
the house, there was chaos.  Many would call 
the family “dysfunctional”. The family 
thought their yelling and fighting were typical 
of all families.  The children did not know any 
different pattern of family life.  
  
Since their grandfather had moved in with 
them, things were changing slowly.  It was 
strange.  Their grandfather never yelled back.  
Consequently, there seemed to be less yelling 
and swearing by others. It was hard to        
describe, but their grandfather was so calm.  
He had an inner peace which was a bit        
unnerving to the household.  Yet, it was also 
attractive.  
1. How would you define “serenity”?  
2. How does one obtain “serenity”?  
3. If by chance someone develops the        
characteristic of “serenity”, how does one 
keep such a perspective?  
4. How can a serene person be both unsettling 
and attractive to others? 
 
Throughout the season of Easter, Daily      
Discipleship is using the Serenity Prayer in its 
reflection.  Reflect on the word serenity as you 
pray, “God grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change, courage to change the 
things I can, and wisdom to know the         
difference.”  
5. Who in your life has modeled “serenity”? 


