
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 David Gonzales 

11 Ann Stelter 

15 Fenn Reeves 

15 Madison Reeves 

16 Kaitlyn Warden 

18 Richard Woodcroft 

19 Tyler Ruppel 

21 Amber Wheatley 

23 Charlotte Clark 

23 Paul Zoch 

25 Tristan Estes 

26 Elinda Gregoire 

26 Hunter Myers  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
APRIL 12—APRIL 19, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Easter 

April 12, 2020 
 

This is the day the Lord has made! 
Christ is risen, and through him all 

creation is made new! Indeed, “God 
shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): 
Christ’s resurrection truly brings life 

to everyone. We sing hymns of 
praise, gather around sacred words, 

and proclaim God’s faithfulness, 
power, and love in the feast of holy 
communion. With the women at the 

tomb, we are astonished, elated, and 
grateful. We depart with joy to    
proclaim the good news of God’s 

endless love.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 

month of April are given by  Grace 
Walhood in memory of her      
husband, Michael J. Walhood. 

 

He is not here; he has risen! (Lk. 24:6) 
 

April 5, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $1,425.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $1,695.00 

Online Offering: $50.00 
 

MTD Income : $3,222.79 
MTD Expenses : $2,043.49 

YTD Income : $40,375.32 
YTD Expenses : $47,025.15 

 

     
  



 

  

TODAY 

Easter Sunday 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

TUESDAY APRIL 14 

Devotion —10:00 am  

ZOOM 
 

SUNDAY APRIL 19 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

 Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Most of our activities were cancelled 

due to the Texas Governor’s executive 

order limiting public gatherings due to 

COVID-19. 
 

MORE ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES COMING! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Every month, we have a MONTHLY   

SERVICE PROJECT!  In April, we are 

collecting change for the Good    

Shepherd’s Good Sam Fund.  The 

Good Sam Fund is utilized by the 

Pastor to help those in our           

community in need.  So, we            

encourage you to place a jar or can 

somewhere at home and dump your 

change into it throughout the month 

of April.  And when we gather         

together, you can bring it as a special 

offering.  Please share your blessings! 

 

  

  

 

There’s nothing new about loving one 
another. The new part of this is “as I 
have loved you.” 

Washing Feet 
And how did Jesus love us? 

He loved us by wrapping a towel 
around his waist and washing his    
disciples’ feet, the job of the lowly   
servant. And when they barked at this, 
he said I do this to set an example for 
you, as I’ve done for you so you should 
do for others. Love means becoming a 
servant of all people. It means in his 
time of crisis, Jesus tended to the 
needs of others. It means in our time of 
trial tending to the needs of others. 
That’s how Jesus loved us. 

Giving himself to eat and drink. 
And how did Jesus love us? 

He loved us by giving his disciples 
bread, said take and eat, do this in   
remembrance of me. He gave them 
wine, said take and drink, for the     

forgiveness of your sins. Before they 
betrayed and denied him, he already 
forgave. That’s how Jesus loved us.  
Most of us are not eating bread and 
drinking wine on this night. Even this 
you do out of love, not to protect    
yourself, but to protect others, the 
most vulnerable. Even Jesus fasted 
from this night on, saying, “Truly I tell 
you, I will not drink again of the fruit of 
the vine until I drink it with you in the 
kingdom of heaven.” That’s how Jesus 
loved us. Love is sacrificial. 

Giving his life 
And how did Jesus love us? 

By teaching us the meaning of love. He 
said, “Greater love has no one than 
this, than you lay down your life for 
your friends.” Love is not a greeting 
card sentiment. It is a whole life     
commitment. Love is not a feeling. It is 
a commitment to act on behalf of the 
beloved, in the beloved’s best interests, 
regardless of the consequences.  He 
loved us by giving his life on the cross. 
 

That’s the kind of love that God has for 
you. It is invincible. It is an everlasting 
love, that is even stronger than the 
grave. It’s a love that will sustain    
during times of uncertainty. It’s a love 
you can share and never run out. 



 

  

The prayer names many human experiences –  
hatred, injury, doubt, despair, darkness, and      
sadness.  But, the prayer counters each negative 
with a specific blessing which might be extend-
ed by an individual.  By the grace of God, a dis-
ciple of the risen Christ can be turned into an 
instrument of peace, love, pardon, faith, hope, 
light, and joy.    
  

In addition, God can transform a person from   
being self-centered and full of self-pity into   
someone committed to extending consolation,  
understanding, and love to another person. 
6. How finely tuned are you as a personal         
instrument of God’s peace?  
7. Which is the hardest petition for you to pray?   
8. Which is the easiest petition for you to live?  
9. Which one petition would you like to adopt 
for the coming year?  
  

 Prayer  
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. For 
it is dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen  
 

Dig Deeper  
Acts 10:34-43  

last word  
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,  for 

it is dying that we are born to eternal life 
 
  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 
2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America May be reproduced for local, 
non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. www.elca.org/
evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship   
 

DURING UNCERTAIN TIMES 
 

Here’s how Jesus spent his last day:    
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper; Jesus 
washed the disciples’ feet; Jesus gave his 
disciples a clear command, recorded in 
John 13, a passage we read every year on 
this night: 
 

I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 

By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” 

 

The word “Maundy” comes from the    
Latin mandatum, which means 
“command.” It is the word from which we 
get our word “mandate.”  This is my 
mandate: Love one another.  And so, on 
this night, Jesus said, “A new           
commandment I give you: Love one      
another, just as I have loved you.”  But 
wait a second, that’s not a new          
commandment. Jesus learned as a child. 
It’s all over the Hebrew Bible. 
 

  

  

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Charles Darden, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Ed Edwards, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Mary Mazoch, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 Khris Taylor, Jr., 

Pam Turner, 

and Audrey Zeto 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

W e  c o n d u c t e d  o u r  A n n u a l             

Congregational Meeting on March 8. 
The new 2021 Budget, Revised      
Constitution and Revised By-Laws 

were approved.  We also elected new 
Council members.  They are Lisa  

Deleon, Ann Hall, Caleb Hayes,     
Sharon Proellochs, Kathy Viator, and 
Carsand Williams. Please congratulate 

each one when you see them. In      
addition, last Sunday we had our 
monthly Council meeting and elected 

our council officers: President - Caleb 
Hayes, Vice President - Lisa Reeves, 

Secretary - Ann Hall, Treasurer - 
Grace Walhood. 



 

  

Easter Sunday 
Matthew 28:1-10  

Discipleship: An Instrument of Life  

Focus Question:  This week how 
might you be an instrument of life?  
  

word of life  
“But the angel said to the    
women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know 
that you are looking for Jesus 

who was crucified.  He is not 
here; for he has been raised, as 

he said.’”  Matthew 28:5-6 (NRSV)  
     

Read Matthew 28:1-10 
The story starts out slowly as the sun   
emerges from the horizon.  The other        
disciples are not around, but it is Mary   
Magdalene and Mary who travel to the tomb 
at dawn.  Suddenly an earthquake shakes the 
land.  This is not the first earthquake of the 
week.  A few days earlier at the death of   
Jesus, the earth shook and rocks tumbled.  A 
centurion guard witnessed these events and 
confessed, “Truly this man was God’s 
son!”  (Matthew 27:45-54 NRSV)  
1.  How do you explain the earthquakes?  
2. What might Mary Magdalene and Mary 
have been thinking when they reached the 
tomb?  
  

Suddenly, an angel wearing brilliant white 
descends, rolls back the tomb, and sits on the 
rock.  This is enough to terrify the guards.  
First, the guards react with trembling before 
they freeze, immobilized by their fear.  The 
angel speaks to the two women and utters 
remarkable words:  “do not be afraid. . . he 
has been raised. . . go quickly . . . tell . . 
.”  (Matthew 28: 5-7)  
  

Like the guards, the women are terrified; but 
the good news proclaimed by the angel 
brings them such great joy that they are  
compelled to move past their fear into action.  
Despite their fear, they are able to run to tell 
others.  Despite their lack of understanding, 
they are able to respond.  Despite being    
ineligible to be a legal witness in a court   
because of their gender, these women depart 
as willing witnesses to the risen Christ.   
3. How do you explain the response by the 
guards?  
4. Why would God choose to reveal the     
resurrection to unlikely witnesses?  
  

The story is not over.  Things happen quickly 
on this Easter morning.  Just as the angel       
appeared suddenly, so does the risen Christ   
appear to the women.  Unlike the immobilized   

 

  

 guards, the women respond with purpose and 
action.  They worship Jesus.  Simple enough.  
No questions.  No pondering.  They drop to 
their knees to worship the risen Jesus.  Like 
the angel, Jesus responds with a pastoral word, 
“Do not be afraid.”  (Matthew 28:10 NRSV) 
5. How can they not be filled with fear? 
6. What would it have felt like to hear the 
words “do not be afraid’?  
  

How can their minds and hearts not be swirl-
ing like a whirlpool?  At this point, life makes 
no sense.  These women know Jesus had been    
crucified and buried.  They were first-hand    
witnesses to the brutal reality of it all, includ-
ing the finality of the death and burial of Je-
sus.  But now – Jesus has defeated death.  That 
victory over death changes everything once 
and for all.  No wonder Jesus joins the angel 
to commission the women . . . go and tell. 
7. How does the resurrection of Jesus change 
our lives?  
8. What does it mean to believe in Easter?  
 

word among us 
 

Throughout the Lenten season, the theme of 
the Daily Discipleship has been the Peace 
Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi.  Take a few 
minutes to  silently pray this prayer, pausing 
to savor each phrase.  
  

Lord, Make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon; Where there is 
doubt, faith;  Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light;  Where there is 
sadness, joy; Grant that I may not so much 
seek to be        consoled as to console; to be 
understood as to understand; to be loved as to 
love. For it is    giving that we receive, it is 
pardoning that we are pardoned;  and it is in 
dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
  

 Prayer changes people.    
1. If you have prayed this prayer during the 
last weeks, what changes have you observed in 
your own life?  
2. How else might this prayer change someone 
who prayed it consistently?  
  

The prayer concludes with the petition, “it is 
dying that we are born to eternal life.”  That is 
the Easter promise.  Because Jesus Christ died 
and defeated death, we are promised the same.  
Alleluia!  Jesus Christ is risen!  He is risen    
indeed!  
3. What does the petition “it is dying that we 
are born to eternal life” mean to you?  
4. Is this petition only referring to physical 
death at the end of life?  How so? 
5. How do we live our lives differently because 
we are Easter people?  
 
  


