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PRELUDE      Variations on  Rockingham Old   - Robert B. Farlee 

  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives 

life, who calls into existence the things that do not exist.  Amen. 

 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet 

with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have 

turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have 

wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from 

your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God.  Give us 
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new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing 

to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

 

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit 

in you, and you shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift 

of God’s grace for you.  Amen. 

        

ENTRANCE HYMN                                     “Lift High the Cross” 

ELW 660 

 

GREETING              

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG                         “Now is the Time of Grace” 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the cantor and choir will sing the 

verses. 

 

 
 

This is the fast that God would choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice, to let the 

captives go free, and to break the yoke of oppression.  Refrain 
 

Sharing your bread with the hungry and welcoming homes in, offering hope and 

offering help, this is what God requires.  Refrain 
 

Then shall your light break forth as dawn, and healing shall come to you 

quickly, then you shall call and God shall answer, God’s love shall go before 

you.  Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                        
 

Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism 

you bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our 

faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your 

life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                    Genesis 12:1-4a 
 
1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I 

will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 

your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those 

who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you 

all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

     4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with 

him. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM             “Lord Jesus, Think On Me”     - R. E. Schramm 

Bell Choir 

LESSON                                                         Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 

according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he 

has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does 

the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 

him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not 

reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without 

works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 

as righteousness. 
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     13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come 

to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 

righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 

brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 

may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 

only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the 

faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, 

“I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of 

the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse.             

 

 
 

The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

 

GOSPEL                                                    John 3:1-17 
 

The gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 
2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 

you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these 

signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered 

him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 

without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 

can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 

second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
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answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 

God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The 

wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a 

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify 

to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I 

have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can 

you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, 

the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

     16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                                 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                              “God Loved the World”   

                                                                                           ELW 323 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
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of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray 

for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
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God of rebirth, empower your church throughout the world to be a 

voice of hope for those who fear judgment or condemnation.  

Assure us of your faithfulness and give us confidence to proclaim 

your salvation for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of rebirth, your Spirit hovered over the waters and you called 

creation into being. Nurture and bless all signs of rebirth around 

us: budding trees and new shoots, thawing lakes and warm breezes, 

and animals awaking from hibernation. Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

 

God of rebirth, lead the nations in your way of righteousness. 

Protect those who advocate for the needs of children, migrants, and 

victims of violence. Give courage to lawmakers, lawyers, judges, 

and law enforcement officers, guiding them to do justice and to 

love mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of rebirth, give us a new vision of your healing power among 

us. Restore hope to those who remain in the depths of depression 

or despair. Bring mercy and relief to those who are injured, sick, or 

suffering (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of rebirth, we thank you for the children of this community 

and for the people and ministries that care for them.  Bless new and 

expectant parents. Console those who have lost children and those 

whose desire for children remains unfulfilled. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of rebirth, by wind and spirit you call us into life renewed. We 

give you thanks for all your saints who have inherited your 

promises. Bring us, with them, into your everlasting kingdom. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our 

prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM              “God So Loved the World”       – John Stainer 
 

OFFERING PRAYER      Those who are able shall stand. 

 

Let us pray.  Holy and generous host, you set a table where we 

feast as friends.  Prepare us to witness to your goodness with 

every gift you have given us to share, that all people may know 

your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 

people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS            WOV S36 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 

and love.  

 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all 

its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 



 10 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to 

receive it. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                       WOV S39  

 

 

  
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land”      - African American Spiritual 
 

Please stand 
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COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of 

your Son, which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 

As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ in 

our neighbors.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN                        “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

                                                                                           ELW 324 

                                                                                               

POSTLUDE 

 

“Wo soll ich fliehen hin”                                - Frederic W. Zachau 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31531 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved 

 
Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko, © copyright 2007, St. 

James Music Press, used with permission 
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A Teacher Learns 

Who doesn’t love a good question? Well-timed, carefully worded 

inquiries open up worlds beyond what is already familiar and 

known. Preschoolers model this beautifully when they seek 

information to help them make sense of the unfamiliar or when 

they are curious about how something new fits into their 

worldview. Routinely children ask “Why?” and keep themselves 

open to embrace possibility instead of certainty. Innovators, too, 

are celebrated for asking lots of questions. Some people contend 

that asking questions is the single most important habit for a 

person to cultivate. Yet, sometimes we fail to ask questions for fear 

of what others might think. 

Nicodemus, a Jewish leader in Jesus’ time, seems to have been 

caught somewhere between curiosity and fear. Although it likely 

was fear that had him seek out Jesus in the shadows, his propensity 

to ask questions drives today’s story from John. 

Having watched and listened, Nicodemus was full of questions for 

the rabbi Jesus. While he already knew Jesus to be a “teacher who 

has come from God” (John 3:2), the Pharisee simply could not 

make sense of it when Jesus spoke of “being born from above” 

(John 3:3). Jesus replied with a kind of riddle about wind and new 

birth that surely gave rise to many more questions—both for 

Nicodemus the teacher and for people of later generations similarly 

struggling to understand the saving ways of the one who would be 

crucified and then would rise to new life. 

In the end, the answer Nicodemus was seeking is found in Jesus 

himself. And beyond giving us one of the best-known lines in all 

the Bible (John 3:16), this story shows us the importance—even 

the necessity—of asking questions in order to mature and grow in 

our lives of faith. Surely that is good news for us as inquisitive, 

child-like ones who sometimes wonder, as did Nicodemus, “How 

can these things be?” (John 3:9). 

 


