
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Martha Zoch 

4 Levi Clark 

5 Judy Colebrook 

6 J. Michael Woodcroft 

9 Eddie Colebrook 

9 Linsey Sappington 

11 Houston Jowell 

14 Patricia Sherwood 

15 Betty Hamilton 

20 Carolyn Authement 

20 Melody Fox 

27 Christine Brown-Zeto 

29 Emma Marshall 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
MARCH 29—APRIL 5, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his 
power over death by raising Lazarus 

from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel 
prophesies God breathing new life 
into dry bones. To those in exile or 

living in the shadows of death, these 
stories proclaim God’s promise of 

resurrection. In baptism we die with 
Christ that we might also be raised 
with him to new life. At the Easter 

Vigil we will welcome the newly  
baptized as we remember God’s   

unfailing promise in our baptism. 

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of March are given by     

Erma and Chris Richter in honor 
of  their children — Aaron and  
Julie—and their grandchildren—

Charlotte, Molly and Adam. 

 
 

March 22, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $220.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $200.00 

Online Offering: $0.00 

 
MTD Income : $8,305.43 

MTD Expenses : $12,876.80 

YTD Income : $31,853.94 
YTD  Expenses :  $42,144.27 

 

     
 



 

  

TODAY 

 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  
 

MONDAY MARCH 30 

No Practice 
 

THURSDAY APRIL 2 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm—6:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY APRIL 3 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY APRIL 4 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY APRIL 5 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

 Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

Most of our activities were cancelled 

due to the Texas Governor’s executive 

order limiting public gatherings due to 

COVID-19.  

 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 

be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 

you with my righteous right hand.  

(Is. 41:10) 
 

ANY QUILTERS IN THE HOUSE? 
 

Is there anyone out there that wants 
to learn to quilt? We are planning to 
start a class in which we will make a 

quilt,. You only have to provide your 
fabric.  If you are interested or have 
questions, please contact Janet  

Kitchens or Sharon Proellochs.  
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Every month, we have a MONTHLY   
SERVICE PROJECT!  In March, we 
are collecting non-perishable food 

items for the Bridge City/Orangefield     
Ministerial Alliance!  Help us help 

those in need! 
 

 

  

 

LITURGY INFORMATION 

 

Beginning Sunday, March 1 (the first   
Sunday of Lent), the exchange of the 
Peace will move to follow the             
intercessory prayers.  When the liturgy 
for Holy Communion was reworked 
with the development of the Lutheran 
Book of Worship in the late 1970's, 
congregations were advised the specific 
liturgy of Holy Communion begins with 
the Peace. The peace which enables 
people to live in unity and in the spirit 
of mutual forgiveness which comes 
from Christ whose word has been          
proclaimed.  The peace is a sign that 
those who participate in it open    
themselves to the healing and          
reconciling power of God's love and   
offer themselves to be the agents of 
that love in the world.  It is an          
exchange between the presiding     
m i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e                    
congregation.  Following that exchange, 
the people may exchange the peace 
with each other" or they may exchange 
the peace immediately prior to taking 
communion.  Regardless, "it is not an 
occasion for conviviality, i.e. lots of 
chatter.  The personal exchange should 
be as unpatterned as possible, but its     
meaning and significance should be 
clear."  The service continues with the 
offering.   

The Prayers of Intercession follow the 
Creed.   The Prayers are understood to 
be a response to the proclamation of 
the Word of God; they should speak to 
our mission to make God's love real in 
the world. The prayers should address 
the concerns of the congregation and 
the needs of the whole world.  The    
petitions are concise, not lengthy;   
worshipers respond after each          
petition.  In the course of our worship    
se rv ice ,  worshipers  have  the             
opportunity for silent prayer and    
meditation during the prelude, the 
singing of the psalm, and    following 
individual communion.  Petitions may 
be shared with  the presiding minister 
prior to worship.  



 

  

 
Mary and Martha thought they had an understand-
ing of Jesus, but then their brother became ill.  
Jesus did not respond as they anticipated.  Despite 
Mary and Martha having great faith and            
understanding, they were unprepared for Jesus to 
raise their brother from death.  They were so 
caught up in their own grief and limited            
understanding that they could not see the big    
picture involving resurrection.  Yet, no one had 
seen a dead man brought to life from the tomb of 
death.  How could there be understanding?  This 
was beyond the human grasp or imagination.  The 
resurrection of Lazarus serves to prepare followers 
of Jesus for his own resurrection following the 
crucifixion and burial.  But again, how can there 
be understanding in these first followers for   
something unique in human history and beyond 
human comprehension?    
  
Hopefully, we with our limited understanding can 
join Martha and the faithful who lift their voices in 
confession, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.”  (John 11:27 NRSV)  We believe and we 
understand – even if our understanding is limited. 
Jesus proclaims to each of us who are shackled by 
the power of death and entombed by guilt and sin, 
“Unbind, you are free.”  We trust in the promise of 
new life.   
Thanks be to God. 
1. What do you hope to understand about Jesus 
Christ? 
2. What do you hope to understand about other 
people?  
 
 
Prayer 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Grant 
that I may not seek to be understood as to         
understand; to be loved as to love.  Amen  
 
Dig Deeper 
Psalm 121    

 last word 
Pray each day this week: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,   
Grant that I may not seek to be understood as to 

understand; to be loved as to love.      

 
Daily Discipleship 
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 
Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice 
is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship     

                                          

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Charles Darden, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Ed Edwards, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Mary Mazoch, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 Khris Taylor, Jr., 

and Audrey Zeto 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

W e  c o n d u c t e d  o u r  A n n u a l             

Congregational Meeting on March 8. 
The new 2021 Budget, Revised      
Constitution and Revised By-Laws 

were approved.  We also elected new 
Council members.  They are Lisa  

Deleon, Ann Hall, Caleb Hayes,     
Sharon Proellochs, Kathy Viator, and 
Carsand Williams. Please congratulate 

each one when you see them. In      
addition, last Sunday we had our 
monthly Council meeting and elected 

our council officers: President - Caleb 
Hayes, Vice President - Lisa Reeves, 

Secretary - Ann Hall, Treasurer - 
Grace Walhood. 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/


 

  

Fifth Sunday in Lent (A) – 

John 11:1-45  
Discipleship:  An Instrument of Understanding and 
Love  
Focus Question:  This week how might you be an 
instrument of God’s understanding and love?  

  

word of life    

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life.  Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die.  Do you believe this?’” John 
11:25-26 (NRSV)  
    

Read John 11:1-45 
Grief often clouds reasoned thinking.  Emotions 
can be overwhelming at the same time our mind 
tries desperately to bring order to the unsettling 
reality and finality of death. Understanding 
death is beyond our human grasp, especially 
when it comes prematurely to those we love.    
  
In this text, Martha and Mary grapple with the 
tardiness of Jesus.  Word had been sent to him 
about the illness of Lazarus, but Jesus did not 
drop everything to come to their beloved    
brother.  It made no sense to the sisters of     
Lazarus.  Jesus healed so many, but why not 
help their brother?  
1. What else might have Mary and Martha been 
feeling? 
2.What questions might they have had?  
  
Martha believes in the resurrection and the 
promise of new life, but does not fully           
understand the implications for her brother.  She 
confesses, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day. . . Yes, Lord, I    
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.”  (John 
11:24, 27 NRSV)  
3. Rephrase Martha’s confession.  
4. What might Martha have meant by her 
words? 
5. What does it mean for you to believe in the 
resurrection?  
  
Jesus is greatly disturbed by the time he gets to 
the tomb.  Lazarus has been dead four days.  
Jesus orders the removal of the stone, but there 
is concern about the stench.  Martha is not  
denying her brother’s death, but understands not 
only his death, but the decomposition of his 
body.  She understands it is too late to turn back 
death.  
6. When Jesus orders the stone to be rolled 
away, what might have been going through the 
minds and hearts of Martha, Mary, and the 
crowd? 
7. How much does Martha truly understand?  
Explain.    
  

 

 

  

  
But Jesus has another plan.  He understands the 
death of Lazarus will be used to glorify God and 
bring people to faith.  In that respect, the delay 
by Jesus to respond to Lazarus might be        
understood as an act of love, so others might 
learn of a greater love.    
 
Next Jesus offers a prayer as One who is unified 
with God.  Although he prays for the sake of 
others, Jesus already knows his prayer will be 
answered because he knows God and God’s 
will. Jesus says the word and new life is given.  
Jesus cries out, “Lazarus, come out!”  
8. What would it have been like to be at the tomb 
on that day? 
9. Imagine what Lazarus’ life would be like after 
his resurrection?  
  
The story of Lazarus being raised from the dead 
is about the power of God, but also about the 
promise of new life.  Despite much which we do 
not understand, let us trust in the actions of God 
through Jesus Christ to bring life and love.   

Word among us 

“You don’t understand!”  The words bellowed 
down the stairwell as 14-year-old Becky ran into 
her room in tears.  This scene was becoming all 
too familiar at her home.  Becky was right. Her 
parents did not understand the behavior of their 
daughter, but equally so, she did not understand 
her parents.  They were at an impasse. 

1. What might you suggest to the parents? 
2. What might you suggest to Becky? 
3. What have you learned about communica-
tion?  
  
Understanding people is a challenge.  In part, it 
is hard to understand our own actions.  Paul 
writes, “I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate.  Now if I do what I do not 
want, I agree that the law is good.  But in fact it 
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells   
within me.”  (Romans 7:15-16 NRSV)   It is 
hard enough to understand ourselves and our 
own behavior let alone someone else.  St Francis 
in his prayer suggests we pray, “Grant that we 
may not so much seek to be consoled as to    
console; to be understood as to understand; to 
be loved as to love.”  In this prayer, we are    
encouraged to focus on the other person and not 
ourselves.  We are urged to listen closely for the 
other’s perspective. 
1. What happens when we decide to try to     
understand the other’s perspective? 
2. What makes this difficult?  


