
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Martha Zoch 

4 Levi Clark 

5 Judy Colebrook 

6 J. Michael Woodcroft 

9 Eddie Colebrook 

9 Linsey Sappington 

11 Houston Jowell 

14 Patricia Sherwood 

15 Betty Hamilton 

20 Carolyn Authement 

20 Melody Fox 

27 Christine Brown-Zeto 

29 Emma Marshall 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
MARCH 8—MARCH 15, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 8, 2020 
 

During Lent we journey with all those 
around the world who will be baptized 
at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel  
Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be 
born of water and Spirit. At the font we 
are a given a new birth as children of 
God. As God made a covenant with 
Abraham, in baptism God promises to 
raise us up with Christ to new life. 
From worship we are sent forth to    
proclaim God’s love for all the world.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of March are given by     
Erma and Chris Richter in honor 

of  their children — Aaron and  
Julie—and their grandchildren—

Charlotte, Molly and Adam. 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have    

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's 

grace in its various forms."  1 Pe. 4:10 

 

March 1, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 42 Offering: $1246.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 18 Offering: $170.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: 7 Offering: $500.00 

Online Offering: $250.00 

 
MTD Income : $3,148.38 

MTD Expenses : $846.42 
YTD Income : $26,696.89 

YTD  Expenses :  $30,113.89 

 

    



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—10:00 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  
 

MONDAY MARCH 9 

Orange Bible Study—12:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY MARCH 10 

Bible Study—10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY MARCH 12 

Bible Study 10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm—6:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 13 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fantastic Friday—5:30 pm  
 

SATURDAY MARCH 14 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 15 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

 Fellowship—10:00 am 

Adult Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm 

Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
As baptized members of the body of 
Christ, we gratefully confess Jesus as our 
Lord and Savior. We boldly proclaim the 
gospel as the Word of God. We clearly 
recognize the gifts that God has first   
given us through grace, and we joyfully 
accept our role and responsibility as 
stewards. Everything we have is given to 
us by God—time, health, the               
environment, relationships, talents,  
property and the Gospel. Human life is 
the first and greatest gift and carries 
great responsibility with it. God depends 
on us to use all our gifts to accomplish 
God’s purposes. A Christian steward 
serves God out of love and gratitude for 
these gifts. We share our time, talents 
and property, knowing that it’s not how 
much we have but what we do with what 
we have that is important. 

 

  

 

LITURGY INFORMATION 

 

Beginning Sunday, March 1 (the first   
Sunday of Lent), the exchange of the 
Peace will move to follow the             
intercessory prayers.  When the liturgy 
for Holy Communion was reworked 
with the development of the Lutheran 
Book of Worship in the late 1970's, 
congregations were advised the specific 
liturgy of Holy Communion begins with 
the Peace. The peace which enables 
people to live in unity and in the spirit 
of mutual forgiveness which comes 
from Christ whose word has been          
proclaimed.  The peace is a sign that 
those who participate in it open    
themselves to the healing and          
reconciling power of God's love and   
offer themselves to be the agents of 
that love in the world.  It is an          
exchange between the presiding     
m i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e                    
congregation.  Following that exchange, 
the people may exchange the peace 
with each other" or they may exchange 
the peace immediately prior to taking 
communion.  Regardless, "it is not an 
occasion for conviviality, i.e. lots of 
chatter.  The personal exchange should 
be as unpatterned as possible, but its     
meaning and significance should be 
clear."  The service continues with the 
offering.   

The Prayers of Intercession follow the 
Creed.   The Prayers are understood to 
be a response to the proclamation of 
the Word of God; they should speak to 
our mission to make God's love real in 
the world. The prayers should address 
the concerns of the congregation and 
the needs of the whole world.  The    
petitions are concise, not lengthy;   
worshipers respond after each          
petition.  In the course of our worship    
se rv ice ,  worshipers  have  the             
opportunity for silent prayer and    
meditation during the prelude, the 
singing of the psalm, and    following 
individual communion.  Petitions may 
be shared with  the presiding minister 
prior to worship.  



 

  

much struggle, questions, and prayer.  
1. Imagine the reaction of his family and 
friends.  Describe. 
2.  Have you or someone you know ever go 
through such a transformation? 
Some people might say it is better not to ask 
questions of God.  “Just believe.” But it is hard 
to live life and not ask questions.  Bad things 
happen to very good people. Promises made by 
humans get broken.  Life can be rough.  We  
experience hurts and we hurt others.  Sometimes 
we hurt the people we love.  We wonder.  We 
doubt.  We don’t quite get “life.”  Questions 
come. 
3.  At what point of your life have you had the 
most questions of God? 
4.  When is the last time you wrestled with God?  
Who won? 
 
Some would say, “Don’t ask God a question 
unless you are willing to hear and deal with the 
answer!”  God might just want to change you.  
It’s true. The Holy Spirit is persistent in stirring, 
nudging and drawing people closer to Christ.  It 
is the work of the Holy Spirit to call, gather, and 
enlighten, helping people move from doubt to 
faith.   
 
Yet, change is not easy.  It is tempting to remain 
in a comfort zone, even if it is not perfect.  
Change can mean struggling with new thinking, 
attitudes, choices, and values. 
5.  Imagine someone saying to you, “God wants 
me to change, but I don’t really want to 
change.”   How would you respond? 
6.  In what areas of your life is the Holy Spirit 
nudging you to change? 

 
 
Prayer 
 Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
where there is injury, let me sow pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith.  Amen 
Dig Deeper 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 
 last word 

Pray continually this week: “Lord, make me  
an instrument of peace. 

Where there is hatred let me sow love.” 
 
Daily Discipleship 
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 
Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice 
is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship     

                                          

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Charles Darden, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Mary Mazoch, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 and Khris Taylor, Jr. 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
There will be a Congregational Meeting on 
TODAY between the 2 services.  Please 
come and join us as we tell what great 
things the church did in 2019 and plan 
for the future with our elections and 
budget. 
 

ANY QUILTERS IN THE HOUSE? 
 

Is there anyone out there that wants to 
learn to quilt? We are planning to start a 
class in which we will make a quilt,     
completing one block a month in class. 
The instruction will last nine months. You 
only have to provide your fabric.  If you 
are interested or have questions, please 
contact Janet Kitchens or Pat Sherwood.  

 
         

 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/


 

  

Second Sunday in Lent (A) – 

John 3:1-17  
Discipleship:  An Instrument of Pardon and 
Faith  
Focus Question:  This week how might you be 
an instrument of God’s pardon and faith? 
 
word of life   
“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.” John 3:16 (NRSV) 
    

Read John 3:1-17 
As a Pharisee, Nicodemus is a religious leader 
and a teacher, but he is also a seeker.  It is his 
faith seeking understanding which brings him 
to Jesus.  He comes at night perhaps out of 
fear or maybe to have sufficient time for his 
discussion with Jesus. The point is Nicodemus 
takes an active stance to learn and understand 
from Jesus. 
1. Describe how you imagine this evening      
dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus. 
2. How do you picture Nicodemus? 
 
Nicodemus begins the conversation with a 
statement of his belief in Jesus as a teacher 
who comes from God.  Jesus responds by   
inviting Nicodemus to see God’s kingdom by 
being born from above.  Nicodemus struggles 
with the teaching of Jesus and gets stuck in the 
literal image of being born a second time from 
a mother’s womb.   
 
As is typical in the Gospel of John, the words 
in this passage are used on several levels.     
Jesus is not talking about the physical birth 
process, but rather the spiritual transformation 
of a person who is reborn because of the Holy 
Spirit’s work in his or her life.  Nicodemus 
asks, “How can these things be?”  (John 3:9 
NRSV)  That is a great question of faith asked 
by seekers of all ages who desire greater     
understanding.  
3. How would you answer the question of   
Nicodemus, “How can these things be?” 
4. How can asking questions help a disciple of 
Jesus grow in faith? 
5.  What if we don’t ask questions?  Does that 
mean we have full understanding of God and 
God working in this world?  Explain. 
 
In infinite wisdom, God chooses to be made 
known through Jesus Christ, who walks and  
relates to people on this earth on their terms.  
At the same time, Jesus invites people to think 
on God’s terms and to imagine heavenly 
things.  Jesus invites people to stretch and be  

 
 

  

  
stirred by God’s Spirit.  He encourages       
disciples to ponder and believe in heavenly 
things. 
6.  If Nicodemus, a learned man of God, has 
trouble understanding heavenly things, what 
hope is there for those less learned? 
7.  What are people to do with their doubts? 
8.  At what point does faith enter into the   
process? 
9.  After the conversation with Nicodemus 
ended, what do you think happened to        
Nicodemus and his faith? 
 
This dialogue with Nicodemus includes John 
3:16, one of the most beloved passages of 
scripture.  Here Jesus sums up the faith.  God 
loved the world to such a degree that God 
would willingly and passionately give over 
Jesus, God’s own son, to suffer and to be 
killed so eternal life might extend to those 
who believe in Jesus.  Thanks be to God for 
the Holy Spirit who brings us to faith, helping 
us to trust in God and the words of John 3:16.  
The outcome is transformed lives of those 
who believe and live in the world as           
instruments of God. 
What does John 3:16 mean to you? 
 
word among us   
Nicodemus and St. Francis of Assisi had some 
things in common.  Both were educated men 
who chose to ask questions.  For Nicodemus, 
his questions led to more questions and a 
struggle to sort out the answers into a belief 
system.  Likewise, St. Francis had questions 
which led to more questions.  He struggled 
mightily with his faith and how his faith was 
to be lived out in daily life. 
 
St. Francis grew up in wealth and enjoyed  
material pleasures.  But while serving in the 
military, he became ill.  As he recovered, he 
began a thorough self-examination process.  
As he struggled, his relationships with family 
and friends changed.  Not all around him    
appreciated his internal struggle and           
discernment process.  He wasn’t as willing to 
go out and party.  He no longer took joy in the 
material pleasures around him.   
 
There is a story of St Francis towards the end 
of this extended discernment process where 
things came together for him.  He attended a 
church service and was so moved by the   
message, he left church and took off his outer 
clothing, including his shoes, and began his 
mission to live a simple life of love, humility, 
poverty, and service.  This was the result of  


