TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 9—FEBRUARY 16, 2020

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
4 Harper Clark
4 Kyle Stelly
11 Roy Kitchens
13 Kurt Estes
15 Chris Richter
17 Rolf Schulz
18 Carsand Williams
21 Jake Buysse
23 Colby Viator
26 Lori Lockwood
27 Elrita Eikenhorst

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

Fifth Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 9, 2020
Light shines in the darkness for the
upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah
declares that when we loose the
bonds of injustice and share our
bread with the hungry, the light
breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus, the light of the
world, calls his followers to let the
light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are
sent into the world to shine with the
light of Christ.
The Chancel Flowers for the
month of February are given by
Amber Wheatley and Caleb Hayes
in Memory of Amber’s father
Chuck Wheatley.
February 2, 2020
First Worship Service
Attendance: 34 Offering: $1334.00

Second Worship Service
Attendance: 27 Offering: $436.00

Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: 6 Offering: $250.00
Online Offering: $25.00
MTD Income: $2,902.82
MTD Expenses: $691.15
YTD Income: $13,314.51
YTD Expenses: $14,196.05

TODAY
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School —10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
MONDAY FEBRUARY 10
Orange Bible Study—12:00 pm
Choir Practice—6:00 pm
Bells Practice—7:15 pm
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 11
Bible Study—10:00 am
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 13

Bible Study 10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm—6:00 pm
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14
Nutrition Center 10:30—1:00 pm
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fantastic Friday—5:30 pm VALENTINE’S DAY

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15
SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm
Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
There will be a Congregational
Meeting on March 8, 2020 between
the 2 services. If you are interested in
being nominated to be on the Church
Council, please advise a Nominating
Committee member (Lisa Reeves or
Grace Walhood), the office or Pastor.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
The 2019 Charitable Contribution
Statements are in your mailboxes or
on the table under the mailboxes.
Please pick them up, if you have not
already done so.

an impact through their quiet means.
6. Who has been salt in your own life?
7. We can be salt as individuals or as a
community. What are the advantages
and dis advantages of both
opportunities?
Other disciples of Jesus resonate with
being light. Their impact is immediately detected. When the electricity
goes off at night, people scramble for a
candle or flashlight. What a relief and
comfort when light is provided. The
impact is immediate.
8. Who has been light in your own life?
9. Do you relate more to being salt of
the earth or light of the world? How
so?
10. How might you be more effective at
being salt or light?
11. Who in your life might be blessed
from you being salt of the earth and
light of the world?
Prayer
Jesus, you call and commission us to
be the salt of the earth and light of the
world. We can be neither without you.
Empower us to be your visible
community in the world. Amen
Dig Deeper Isaiah 58:5-9a
last word
This week be the salt of the earth and
light of the world.
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GUMBO MEAL
Our Gumbo Meal Fundraiser will be
on Tuesday, February 25 from 11:00
am to 1:00 pm. We will need some
volunteers to make this event run
smoothly. Please see the insert in
today’s bulletin.

MONTHLY SERVICE PROJECT
During the months of January,
February, and March, we will be collecting non-perishable food items for
the Bridge City – Orangefield
Ministerial Alliance and Orange Christian
Services. Help us help others!

blessing of the beatitudes, but he also
commissions his followers as salt of
the earth and light of the world.
Imagine the crowd looking at each
other with wonderment. Just who is
Jesus commissioning? Could it be
me or you?
1. What does it mean for you to be
commissioned by Jesus to be salt of
the earth?
2. What does it mean for you to be
commissioned by Jesus to be the light
of the world?
There is no doubt Jesus expects his
words and teachings to impact people
in such a way that there is a
permanent transformation.
If salt
does not have the qualities of salt,
then it is no longer salt. Likewise,
light is no longer light if it does not
illumine.

A Christian is connected directly to
Christ. Otherwise he or she is not a
Christian. It would be impossible.
Dietrich Bonheoffer refers to this as
being part of the visible community.
3. How do you feel about the
directness of the words of Jesus?
4. What are the implications of the
words of Jesus for daily life?
5. How do you respond to the
expectation that you are a visible
witness to Christ?
Without a doubt Jesus expects his
followers to impact others.
As a
master teacher, Jesus provides two
different images for his audience to
grasp. Although the examples given
by Jesus are contrasting, he makes a
consistent point. Jesus commissions
his disciples to be a tangible
extension of Christ in the world.

When salt is added to food, it typically
disappears. That is until the salted
food is tasted.
Then, the salt is
evident. There is no doubt salt is
present. Some people prefer to be like
salt, serving behind the scenes.
These salty followers of Christ make

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:

Edith Babcock,
Marge Becker,
Jan Brown,
Nancy Carlson,
Judy Colebrook,
Charles Darden,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Tammi Geren,
Shawn Hickman,
Iris Hughes,
Mary Mazoch,
Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Susan Neil,
Mark Norville,
Eleanor Olson,
Maxine Pierce,
Randy Richardson,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Buddy Stelter,
Grant Stewart,
Beverley Swink,
and Khris Taylor, Jr.

FANTASTIC FRIDAY
We are having a big Valentine's Day
Bash at our Fantastic Friday this
week at 5:30 pm. The older kids will
serve the younger ones. The menu is
pizza. We would love for your child
(ren) to attend. Please let us know if
you have any questions and if your
child will be attending.

BUILDING FUND
Approximate cost: $800,000.00
Collected: $55,471.02
Funds Committed: $138,941.63
Pledge: $205,000.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
(A) – Matthew 5:13-20
Discipleship: Following the One
Who Commissions
Focus Question: What does it
mean for Jesus to commission
you to be salt of the earth and
light of the world?
word of life
“In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16 (NRSV)
Read Matthew 5:13-20
The Sermon of the Mount in
Matthew 5 begins with Jesus
offering a series of blessings followed
by a commissioning. Jesus leaves
no ambiguity for his followers.
Jesus commissions them by stating,
“You are the salt of the earth. . . You
are the light of the world.”
1. What does this commissioning
mean to you?
2. Why was Jesus so direct with his
words?
As a master teacher, Jesus uses
common elements of his day, salt
and light, to illustrate his point.
In Biblical times, salt was used to
preserve food which might otherwise
rot and decay in the heat of the day.
As a preservative, salt extended the
length of time for food to be edible.
Salt was a valuable commodity in
part because of its quality of
permanence. Pure salt does not lose
its taste over time. Salt remains
salt. It is a needed element for a
human body to live.
God so loved the world that Christ
was sent to live with impure
humanity, to walk with those
unworthy, to eat with sinners, and
to bring life. Jesus commissions his
followers to do the same. You are
salt. Be present in a confused and
dying world. Extend life in Christ.
Make a difference.

3. What does it mean to be salt of the
earth?
Jesus also proclaims his followers to
be light of the world. There is no
crash course for becoming light.
There is no manual to read. It is by
the grace of God a follower of Jesus
shines. Jesus offers encouragement
to his disciples, “In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in
heaven.” (Matthew 5:16 NRSV) Let
God’s light shine through you. Let
God light your candle.
4. What does it feel like when God’s
light shines through you?
5. When or why might someone try to
hide the light of Christ?
6. Do disciples seem to have a choice
in being salt and light? Why or why
not?
It is by God’s grace a Christian
community is lit like a city on a hill
at night or flavored like salt in food.
Dietrich Bonheoffer writes in The
Cost of Discipleship, “The followers
are a visible community; their
discipleship visible in action which
lifts them out of the world—
otherwise
it
would
not
be
discipleship.
And of course the
following is as visible to the world as
light in the darkness or a mountain
rising from a plain.”
(New York:
The Macmillan Company, 6th
printing, 1965, pg. 132)
7. What does it mean to be part of
the visible community of Christ?
8. What are examples of visible
actions by disciples?
The message and mission of Jesus
is not to be lost. We are to tell his
story again and again, from one
generation to the next.
Word among us
Imagine Jesus teaching the crowd
on the mountainside. Imagine the
crowd listening to his every word. It
is one thing for Jesus to offer the

