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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 22, 2019 
 

WELCOME   

 

PRELUDE                  “A New Magnificat”      - Carolyn Jennings 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the parent who rouses us 

from slumber, the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 

the deliverer who sets us free. Amen. 
 

Let us come before the living God in confession. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open 

our hearts to you, O God.  Search us and know us. Reveal all 
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that we keep inside.  To you, O God, we confess our sins, 

known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in 

your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the 

radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the 

righteous judge who has mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the 

waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the river of life.  

Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all 

creation. Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are 

forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, 

☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

          ELW 257 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND GREETING 
Four candles are lit as we pray. 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  In your 

Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from 

the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 

Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration 

of your Son’s birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, 

for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 

Amen. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                            ELW S184 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the Cantor will sing the verses. 
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For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this 

holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray 

to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord; let us 

pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life 

and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray to 

the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord; let 

us pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 

abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders 

our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST LESSON                                     Isaiah 7:10-16 

 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I 

will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah 

said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 

will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 

shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds 

and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 
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choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 

will be deserted.” 

 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  80 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.   The choir will 

present the psalm text. 

 
 

Hear O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth you that are 

enthroned upon the cherubim.  In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin and 

Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us.  Restore us O God of 

hosts; show the slight of your countenance and we shall be saved. REFRAIN 

 

O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your 

people?  You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls 

of tears to drink.  You made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies 

laugh us to scorn.  Restore us O God of hosts; show the light of your 

countenance and we shall be saved. REFRAIN 

 

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, the son of man you made so 

strong for yourself.  And so will we never turn away from you; give us life that 

we may call upon your name.  Restore us O Lord God of hosts; show the light of 

your countenance and we shall be saved.  REFRAIN 

   

SECOND LESSON                                      Romans 1:1-7 

 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, 

who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 

declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 

holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 

about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 

his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 
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Christ, 

  7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Word of God, word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
All worshipers are invited to sing the Alleluias.  The choir will chant the proper. 

 

 
 

The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel. 

 

GOSPEL                                                              Matthew 1:18-25 

 

The gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 

together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 

her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 

take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel, ”which means, “God is with us.”24When 

Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
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relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 

Jesus. 

 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

  
Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came” 

                     Stanza 1 – Choir;  2, 3, 4 - ALL                   ELW 265 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Hear your church, O God, as we pray for all who belong to Jesus 

Christ. Where the church is scorned, preserve it; where the church 

is privileged, grant it humility. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our 

prayer. 

 

Hear your earth, O God, as we pray for its healing and care. Protect 

the grapevine and the mighty cedar, the mountains and seas and all 

that is in them. Give life, that all life may call on your name. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear the nations, O God, as we pray for those who hold power and 

authority over people and lands. Help those who create and uphold 

good laws and those working to reform what is unjust, that the 

world might better reflect your grace. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Hear those in need, O God, as we pray for all who face 

uncertainty: refugees and immigrants, those who are imprisoned, 
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and those without work, housing, food, or health care. Bring good 

news to all in need of hope. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear this community of faith, O God, as we pray for families and 

friends who gather in this season, for travelers and hosts, and for 

those who will work or serve others this Christmas. Let the peace 

of Emmanuel, God-with-us, shine in every heart. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Hear all who mourn, O God, as we remember the lives of our 

beloved dead. Encourage the living to learn from our ancestors in 

faith as we follow your call. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful 

expectation, that in each day and hour we may love and serve our 

neighbors, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERING 

 

ANTHEM                    “Veni, Emmanuel”                - Flor Peeters 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER       Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts 

that you have already given to sustain our lives and to share with 

others.  Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is 

in it, and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you 

prepare for all who hunger.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you 

will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 

the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                       ELW 193a 

 

 
 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are 

you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in 

the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed 

are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for 

Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take  
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and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died.  Christ is  

risen. Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 

us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death 

and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 

meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill 

us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table.  Feast at the banquet of 

hope and love. 
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LAMB OF GOD          ELW 195 

 
 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                   - Michael Praetorius 

Geralyn Trahan, soloist 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER        Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this 

holy meal you have invited us to feast with you and one another. 

May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words 

and our work in your name invite others into your bountiful 

grace. Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, even 

as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN               “Joy to the World”            ELW 267 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Christe, der du bist Tag und Licht”                    - Johann Pachelbel 
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Where Mercy Is Courage 

There is a starched-spine courage in what Joseph did—courage that risks public 

derision. There is tender courage needed for Joseph to be gentle with an abrasive 

truth, to face shame for the sake of another’s honor. There is a willing-to-be-

wrong courage revealed by Joseph, who dares to believe an improbable dream. 

Before any innkeepers’ doors shuttered along Bethlehem’s still streets, before a 

cattle stall doubled for a nursery or shepherds abandoned their flocks to a sky 

full of angels, before silent night broke into something joyful and triumphant 

and herald angels sang glory, there was quiet, courageous mercy in Nazareth. 

To be merciful to Mary, who Joseph must have believed had betrayed him; to be 

merciful to a community that, of course, would ridicule him; to be merciful in 

the face of a future that appeared forever spoiled—this demanded courage. 

Mercy will forever require courage. All Joseph had to proceed with was the 

mind-boggling gift of the phrase “Do not be afraid.” 

Many are the regrets that harrow us, not for what we have done but for what we 

have failed to do; not for where we wandered but for where we refused to 

venture; not for what we chanced but for what we guarded, all because we have 

been afraid. Fear binds us from acting with mercy and courage. 

“Do not be afraid” is God’s constant refrain, beginning with scripture’s earliest 

stories in Genesis and continuing until the Bible closes in Revelation: “Do not 

be afraid; I am the first and the last” (Rev. 1:17). God’s empowering litany gives 

merciful courage to Joseph in a dream and to shepherds in the fields. It is found 

in the miracle of Bethlehem, the merciful Word born in Emmanuel, God with us. 

Do not be afraid. 


