TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
NOVEMBER 17 —NOVEMBER 24, 2019

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Denise Stamatis
3 Ruby Hickey
4 Amanda Gray
4 Gerald Hamilton
7 Erma Richter
8 Hayden Sappington
9 Michael Lockwood
10 Rachel Belcher
10 Janet Kitchens
17 Martha Akers
18 Beverley Swink
25 Briana Delaney
25 Emma Moerbe
26 Danika Jones
28 Geralyn Trahan
29 Robert Rahja
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OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

Twenty-third Sunday after
Pentecost
November 17, 2019
The end is near. There is no doubt
about it. The warnings are dire. The
tone of today’s texts is ominous. But
the baptized know how to live in the
“meantimes.” The baptized are
strengthened for the living of these
days in word and sacrament. The
baptized rally around the invitation
of the apostle: “Brothers and sisters,
do not be weary in doing what is
right.”
The Chancel Flowers for the
month of November are given by
Donna and Brad Lanthier in
loving memory of their daughter
Wendy Lanthier and brother Ray
Long.
"Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping
alert in it with an attitude of
thanksgiving;" (Co. 4:2)

November 10, 2019
First Worship Service
Attendance: 49 Offering: $1232.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 21 Offering: $1535.00
Online Giving $380.00

TODAY
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship—10:00 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council—12:15 pm
Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm
MONDAY NOVEMBER 18
Beaumont Bible Study—Rod/Jan
Ruppel home—10:00 am
Choir Practice—6:00 pm
Bell Practice—7:15 pm
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 19
Bible Study in Bridge City - 10:00 am
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 20
Gumbo Meal Fundraiser—11:00 am
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 21

NEW BUILDING UPDATE

Bible Study in Bridge City - 10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale - 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fantastic Friday—5:30 pm—7:30 pm

After much discussion and lots of
passionate debate, the proposal for a new
building was passed on October 20 at the
Congregational Meeting.
Thank you to
everyone for voting and please help us
make this vision come true as we need
everyone’s support.

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23

GUMBO MEAL SALE

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am - 12:30 pm
Christmas Bazaar—9:00 am—2:00 pm

We are having a Gumbo Meal Fundraiser
on Wednesday, November 20 from 11:00
am to 1:00 pm. This is one of our best
fundraisers and we would love to have any
assistance that you
can offer to make this
great again! Please let
the office know if you
can help.

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 22

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship—10:00 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Sack Lunch Ministry
MONDAY NOVEMBER 25—
SUNDAY DECEMBER 1
Pastor Paul on vacation
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 28
THANKSGIVING

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
We are having our Annual Christmas
Bazaar on Saturday, November 23 from 9
am to 2 pm. Some of the vendors who will
be there are Rustic & Lace, Sweet
Creations, Band Saw Boxes & More,
Tallant Stained Glass, Trendy Treasures,
Young Living, Mary Kay, and Paparazzi
Jewelry. The church will be selling
Durham Ellis Pecan products, frozen
gumbo, gumbo meals, baked items, and
raffle tickets for a Christmas Quilt.

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:

There is still a gender gap in American
religion. Women are less likely than
men to describe themselves as religious
“nones” (23% vs. 30%), and more likely
than men to say they attend religious
services at least once or twice a month
(50% vs. 40%). But women, like men,
have grown noticeably less religious
over the last decade. The share of
“nones” among women has risen by 10
percentage points since 2009 – similar
to the increase among men. And the
share of women who identify as
Christian has fallen by 11 points (from
80% to 69%) over that same period.
Christians have declined and “nones”
have grown as a share of the adult
population in all four major U.S.
regions. Catholic losses have been most
pronounced in the Northeast, where
36% identified as Catholic in 2009,
compared with 27% today. Among
Protestants, declines were larger in the
South, where Protestants now account
for 53% of the adult population, down
from 64% .

Edith Babcock,
Marge Becker,
Nancy Carlson,
Judy Colebrook,
Charles Darden,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Tammi Geren,
Tammy Hanusch,
Shawn Hickman,
Iris Hughes,
Mary Mazoch,
Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Susan Neil,
Carol Ann Nichols,
Mark Norville,
Maxine Pierce,
Mike Rahja,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Pat Sherwood,
Buddy Stelter,
Beverley Swink,
and Khris Taylor, Jr.

SERVICE PROJECT
Our monthly service project for
NOVEMBER is Collecting Baby Items.
Please bring all things baby to the
church and put them in the box in the
Narthex. Please prayerfully consider
donating for this worthy cause.
Thank you!

BUILDING FUND
Approximate cost: $800,000.00
Collected: $11,752.00
Pledge: $205,000.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!

In U.S., Decline of
Christianity Continues at
Rapid Pace
An update on America's
changing religious landscape
PART FOUR
The General Social Survey finds that
a declining share of U.S. adults say
they
attend
religious
services
regularly. In the most recent GSS
studies, 43% of respondents say they
attend religious services at least
monthly, down from 47% in the early
2000s and 50% in the early 1990s.
Meanwhile, the share of U.S. adults
who say they “never” attend religious
services now stands at 27%, up from
18% in the early 2000s and roughly
double the share who said this in the
early 1990s (14%).

Catholics no longer constitute a
majority of the U.S. Hispanic
population. In Pew Research Center
RDD surveys conducted in 2018 and
2019, 47% of Hispanics describe
themselves as Catholic, down from
57% a decade ago. Meanwhile, the
share of Hispanics who say they are
religiously unaffiliated is now 23%,
up from 15% in 2009.

These findings about the religious
composition of Hispanics closely
resemble those from Pew Research
Center’s National Surveys of Latinos
(NSL) – a nationally representative
survey of U.S. Latino adults fielded
almost every year. (See the detailed
tables for complete trends in the
religious composition of Hispanics
based on both Pew Research Center
political surveys and the NSL.)

Among white adults, the share of
people who say they attend religious
services a few times a year or less now
exceeds the share who attend monthly
or more (57% vs. 42%); a decade ago,
the white population was evenly
divided between those who went to
church at least monthly and those
who did not. Regular churchgoers still
outnumber those who infrequently or
never go to religious services among
black Americans (58% vs. 41%),
though the share of people who say
they attend religious services a few
times a year or less often has risen
over the last decade among black
Americans, just as it has among the
population as a whole. U.S. Hispanics
are now about evenly divided between
those who say they attend religious
services at least once or twice a month
(51%) and those who say they attend
a few times a year or less (49%).

