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Third Sunday after Pentecost  

June 30, 2019 
 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE              Variations on Maryton    arr. R. James Stewart 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the 

gift of baptism and confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



2 

 

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 

against one another, and against the earth entrusted to our 

care.  We are worried and distracted by many things, and we 

fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for 

ourselves and turn away from our neighbors in need. Forgive 

us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive 

together with Christ, forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses by taking 

our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us free: Rejoice in 

this good news!  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                      “O God of Mercy, God Light” 

                                                                                           ELW 714 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                      ELW S148 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey 

you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the 

ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we 

may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST LESSON                      I Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

 
15Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael 

as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as 

king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of 

Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.  
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     19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, 

who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, 

and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his 

mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let 

me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to 

you?” 21He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, 

and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he 

boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he 

set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  HYMN                    “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage” 

ELW 509 
A paraphrase of Psalm 16:6-10 

 

SECOND LESSON                           Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

 
13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not 

use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but 

through love become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is 

summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one 

another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

  16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the 

flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what 

the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to 

each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you 

are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the 

works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 

licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 

quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 

things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those 

who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

  22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. 
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There is no law against such things. 24And those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        All worshipers will sing the Alleluia.   
The Choir will sing the acclamation. 

 

 
 

Lord, to whom shall we go?   You have the words of eternal life. 

 

GOSPEL                  Luke 9:51-62 
 

The holy gospel, according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his 

face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. 

On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make 

ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was 

set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, 

they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down 

from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked 

them. 56Then they went on to another village. 

     57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I 

will follow you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes 

have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But 

he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said 

to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, 

Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus 

said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is 

fit for the kingdom of God.” 
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The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            “O Master, Let me Walk with You” 

   ELW 818 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer 

our prayers for those in need. 

A brief silence. 
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For all followers of Christ; for the church and its ministers; and for 

the mission of the gospel, that all will know the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the wilderness and deserts; for the rain forests and tundra; for 

native lands and farmland; and for all who tend the land, that 

God’s mighty work be seen in all creation, let us pray.  Have 

mercy, O God. 

 

For those who govern in Canada and the United States; for those 

responsible for peace among people and nations; and for those who 

strive for freedom, that all are guided by Christ’s commandment to 

love our neighbors as ourselves, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 

 

For refugees in need of protection; for the homeless in need of 

shelter; for those who work in the summer’s heat; for those who 

suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially), that God provide 

compassionate advocates and skilled medical professionals to aid 

them, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those who travel this summer; for those celebrating significant 

events in their lives; and for this community of faith, that the love 

of Christ be present in our joy and pleasure, let us pray.  Have 

mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for those who now rest in the hope of the 

resurrection, that with them we receive assurance that God does 

not abandon us in any time or place, let us pray.  Have mercy, O 

God. 

 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before 

they are spoken. We commend these and all our prayers to you, 

trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
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RECEIVING OUR OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM                  “We Will Praise You”   - Michael Praetorius 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER      Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given 

for all, for the talents we are given to share, and for this bread and 

wine.  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on 

this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                     ELW S153 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory.  Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  

Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

God invites you to this table of bounty. Come, the banquet is 

ready. 
 

LAMB OF GOD        ELW S154 

 

 

 

 
MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Sonata in F major”                                         - Domenico Scarlatti 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER        Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed 

us into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed 

us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love 
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you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing 

spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                              “Blest be the Tie that Binds” 

         ELW 656 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Voluntary in A”                                       - Samuel Priestley Taylor 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Gospel acclamation,  St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko, © copyright 2007, St. James Music 

Press, used with permission 
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Undivided Attention 

Some of the language in our gospel text today is confusing—even 

offensive. People tell Jesus they will follow him anywhere if he’ll 

just let them take care of one thing first. They want to say goodbye 

to family and bury their dead. He responds by saying, “No one 

who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom 

of God” (Luke 9:62). Once you commit to the mission of God, 

nothing else takes precedence. The work of the kingdom is a 

singular priority. 

At first, it sounds harsh. We want to cry, “Those requests are 

completely reasonable, Jesus!” But the context matters. Luke has 

just told us that Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem” (9:51). 

Jesus’ mission has crystalized. He is headed to the place where 

love and hate will clash in a way that will change everything. 

Nothing can distract or dissuade Jesus from his mission, and he 

tells those who would follow him that their resolve needs to match 

his. If missing their families can keep them from being fully 

committed to the work of the kingdom, when they face the powers 

in Jerusalem, they will come undone. 

We gather here for worship, confessing that the powers of the 

world regularly undo us, that we choose to follow leaders who tell 

us what we want to hear. We seek mercy for being easily distracted 

and dissuaded from our baptismal mission of love, service, and 

working for justice. And we make these confessions at the foot of 

the cross on which Christ lived out his singular mission: to love 

and save us. 

The good news is that we have an example to guide us. We who 

would quickly choose an easy path safeguarded against suffering 

are led by the one whose face is resolutely set toward service and 

love. And here in this place the gifts of wine and bread, word and 

blessing strengthen us to follow. 

 

 


