TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
JULY 21 —JULY 28, 2019

JULY BIRTHDAYS
5 Theresa Babineaux
7 Brooklyn Clark
12 Vicki Woodcroft
12 Dorothy Schmidt
13 Joseph Rougeau
15 Nathan Buysse
15 Ethan Corkran
18 Gary Buchanan
18 Don Hightower
18 Carl Owen
19 Ed Edwards
19 Kurt Moerbe
24 Pat Belcher
26 Mike Rahja
27 Pat Thibodeaux
29 Arnold Proellochs
30 Margie Matlock

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 21, 2019
Perhaps the church, at its best, is
“all ears.” Almighty God urges the
faithful, again and again, to “listen
up!”—to heed the word from above.
So it was with Abraham and Sarah,
with Mary and Martha, and the
early church at Colossae. So it is
today as we join the assembly to
hear the word of God, the words of
life.
The Chancel Flowers for the
month of July are given by Erma
and Chris Richter in honor of
their grandchildren Charlotte,
Molly, and Adam.

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

Teach me your way, LORD, that I may rely on your
faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, that I
may fear your name. (Ps. 86:11)

July 7, 2019
First Worship Service
Attendance: 34 Offering: $707.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 24 Offering: $1635.00
Online Giving: $0

TODAY
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 amChurch Council Meeting—12:15 pm
Beaumont Worship Service—3:00 pm
MONDAY JULY 22
Beaumont Lunch Bunch,Carrabba’s—11:00 am

TUESDAY JULY 23

Bible Study in Bridge City—10:00 am
THURSDAY JULY 25
Bible Study in Bridge City—10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale - 12:00 pm—6:00 pm
Dining Out—Tia Juanita, Port Arthur 6:00
pm

FRIDAY JULY 26
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fantastic Family Friday—5:30 pm
SATURDAY JULY 27
SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am - 1:00 pm

SUNDAY JULY 28
Sack Lunch Ministry
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am

SATURDAY AUGUST 3
Sew n Saturday - 9:00 am
Back To School LSCO 9 am—12:00 pm

COINS FOR BUILDING FUND
We collected $36 in change for our
New Building Fund. Thank you for all
your help! We hope you will continue
to help raise funds for the building.

Hymn Selections for Sunday,
JULY 21—
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Today we are called to be attentive to
God's word, finding our direction and
mission so fully explained there. Our
worship begins with a new hymn set
to a familiar tune - For All the Faithful
Women. This hymn speaks to the
powerful witness shared by women
throughout the centuries and,
specifically today, mentions Mary and
Martha, longtime friends of Jesus and
the subject of today's Gospel
reading. Following the sermon, we
sing a favorite - Give Me Jesus. As we
leave worship, we are reminded how
God's great mercy, grace and might
are embodied in God's word.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Our annual Vacation Bible School was
a success! We had a church full of little
SUPERHEROES this past week as we
held Vacation Bible School here. We
had 17 youngsters and 5 young at
heart-sters.
We were truly blessed with some great
helpers and people who donated their
time, talent, and money to make this
successful. We want to say THANK
YOU to Jeannie Adams, Dorraine
Babcock, Frances Boudreaux, Jennifer
Buysse, Dale Corkran, Kiegan and
Kaydence Corkran, Caleb Hayes, Lisa
and Gary Deleon, Danielle Gonzales,
Ann Hall, Donna Lanthier, Debbie
Moerbe, Jan Ruppel, Pat Sherwood,
Ann Stelter, Sarina Thomas, Kathy
Viator, Grace Walhood, Martha Zoch,
and our fearless leader Pastor Paul.

QUILT RAFFLE
Help us … help our ministry! Let’s get
the information out and sell some
tickets for the raffle for this beautiful
quilt. One ticket is a dollar and six
tickets are five dollars. The drawing is
after the Bridge City Christmas Parade
in December. Get tickets from the
church office. Special thanks to Pat
Sherwood for this gift.

Cont.

Martha missed time with her guest.
Martha had good intentions, but her
tasks overcame her intentions.
Have you ever volunteered for something
but worked so hard you became
exhausted and could not enjoy the event?
What happened?
How can you offset your “Martha”
tendencies?
Jesus simplified things for Martha and
encouraged her to focus on one thing.
His model for this is Mary, the sister who
sat, listened, and learned. Mary chose to
learn from Jesus. How rare in Jesus’ day
for a woman to be given the opportunity
to sit and the feet of a rabbi to learn.
What is the “one thing” in your life which
currently takes your best energy?
On what “one thing” does Jesus want us
to focus?
Prayer
Creator of all, focus my attention on you.
Help me to chose the one thing of your
teachings. Help me clarify when I need to
be a “Martha” or a “Mary”. Amen
last word
Pause to ask what is the good thing to be
chosen today.
Daily Discipleship
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade
Copyright © 2007 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included.

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
We started a new series on May 28. It is
a 9 week study of "James" written by N.
T. Wright. It should be an interesting
perspective on this member of Jesus’s
entourage. Come join us on Tuesday
10:00 am for this new journey for
knowledge.

JULY SERVICE PROJECT
Our July Service Project is participation
in the “Christmas in July Toy Drive”
sponsored by the Bridge City/
Orangefield Ministerial Alliance. Your
generous donations will enable the
Alliance to meet the needs of many
families whose are going through a
tough time. These are families whose
children are receiving free lunch in the
Bridge City & Orangefield School
District. SEE LIST IN NARTHEX.

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Marge Becker,
Evelyn Brandon,
Nancy Carlson,
Judy Colebrook,
Tom Culp,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Tammi Geren,
Caleb Hayes,
Shawn Hickman,
Iris Hughes,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Susan Neil,
Carol Ann Nichols,
Mildred Pfluger,
Maxine Pierce,
Mike Rahja,
Gene Ricks,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Beverley Swink,
Amiee Tait,
Marie Tarver,
Khris Taylor, Jr.,
and Janet Winkler

SEW n SATURDAY
During the summer, you are invited to
learn how to sew at SEW n
SATURDAY! We will next meet August
3 at 9:00 am. These basic lessons are
free, yet we invite you to bring
material, a sewing machine (if you are
able; there will be a few machines at
the church) and a commitment and
desire to learn to sew! Everyone from
age 10 and up is welcome. Please let
the church office know if you will
attend.

Luke 10:38-42
Stories of Discipleship:
A Distracted
Woman’s Story
Focus Question:
How do we lessen
distractions in order to hear Jesus?
word of life
“But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha,
Martha, you are worried and distracted by
many things; there is need of only one thing.
Mary has chosen the better part, which will
not be taken away from her.’” Luke 10:41-42
(NRSV)
Mary and Martha are mentioned in the
Gospels of Luke and John; this story is the
only reference in Luke. In the Gospel of
John, we learn more about these sisters from
Bethany, particularly at the death of their
brother Lazarus. (John 11:1-27)
In John 11:5, we read how Jesus loved this
family of siblings:
Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus. It is Mary who anoints the feet of
Jesus with perfume and wipes them with her
hair. (John 11:2) When their brother is ill,
it is Mary and Martha who sends a message
alerting Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is
ill.” (John 11:3 NRSV) But Jesus does not
depart and rush to see him, but waits two
days.
By the time Jesus arrives, Lazarus
has died.
How do you respond in hearing how Jesus
loved this family?
After the death of Lazarus it is assertive
Martha who comes out from the home to
greet Jesus while her sister Mary stays home.
Martha is forthright as she speaks to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” (John 11:21 NRSV)
Yet, it is also Martha who in this same
conversation with Jesus proclaims her faith
in the resurrection and Jesus, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day. . .Yes, Lord, I believe that you are
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming
into the world.” (John 11:24, 27 NRSV)
Martha returns to the house to tell Mary
that Jesus is asking for her. This time Mary
leaves the home, finds Jesus, kneels at his
feet, weeps and repeats the words of Martha.
Jesus is greatly disturbed by Mary’s sorrow
and the death of Lazarus. His response is to
raise Lazarus from death.
In Luke 10:38-42 Jesus visits the home of
Martha. This ownership of property by a
woman is worth noting. We find Martha
taking charge and preparing the food. No
doubt Martha wants to please her guest and
gets caught up with the details. She cannot
help but notice her sister’s lack of
involvement with the preparations. Martha
takes it personally. “Lord, do you not care
that my sister has left me to do all the work
by myself. Tell her then to help me.” (Luke

10:40 NRSV)
As much as Jesus instructs people to go and
do, there are times he advises to sit and learn.
Mary understands the sacredness of that day
and the opportunity to learn from her teacher.
How would you describe Martha?
How would you describe Mary?
Where do you find yourself in the story?
Jesus refers to “only one thing” in verse
10:41. Some translate that phrase to be “few
things are necessary” or “only one”.
What is that “one, only, necessary thing”?
What is the message for us?
word among us
Martha was in charge of the annual garage
sale at the church. The whole town knew it
was the best garage sale of the year, and
buyers came early in the morning for
bargains. On the morning of the garage sale,
the volunteers were busy with their final
assignments before the doors officially opened
for the sale. Martha was making a final
review of the back closet in search for hidden
items to be included in the sale. Thus she did
not realize a guest had wandered into the
sale. He was an old man with white hair, a
cane, and a twinkle in his eye.
This old man was a storyteller and wove
together his adventures as a missionary in
Africa, working beside Desmond Tutu. Slowly
the volunteers stopped whatever activity and
paused to listen to his stories and reflections
of his faith.
Not Martha.
She kept on
working. When Maratha finally realized the
other volunteers had stopped their job
assignments and were hanging on every word
from this man, she could not help herself.
Martha stomped over to the old man and
asked him directly, “Do you not care that we
are in the middle of a garage sale and you are
distracting my volunteers?”
What was so special about this man?
Was Martha distracted or the only one in the
room focused? How so?
The old man stopped and looked deep into
her eyes. He asked her, “By any chance is
your name Martha?” With that question, the
group, including Martha, began to chuckle.
Martha knew she was a true Martha.
How are you like Martha?
When do you get caught up in being busy and
miss the “only one thing”?
What does it mean to be task-oriented?
How might being focused on a task be helpful?
When is it detrimental?
Jesus saw things clearly. He could see the
distractions of Martha were pulling her from
Jesus whom she desired to serve. There’s a
certain irony with this. Martha’s good nature
and kind spirit meant she wanted to extend
hospitality to Jesus. But in serving Jesus,

