TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
MAY 12—MAY 19, 2019

MAY BIRTHDAYS
2 Megan Swink
3 Flo Gilbert
3 Laura Rahja
8 Britney Williams
9 Kaydence Corkran
13 Caleb Hayes
16 Nancy Meek
19 Carol Buchanan
20 David Jones
21 Jeannie Adams
22 Bridget Delaney
25 Karlan Babineaux
25 Brooke Estes
26 Bob Appel
27 Jacob Belcher

Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 12, 2019
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the
gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise
of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in
Joppa. It was true for those “who have
come out of the great ordeal” in the
Revelation vision. It is true for us and
for all the baptized: Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.

The Chancel Flowers for the month
of May are given by Nancy Meek in
memory of Roger Meek and Joni
Clark and in honor of her children
and grandchildren.

We know that whoever is born of God does not sin;
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but he who has been born of God keeps himself,
and the wicked one does not touch him.
(1Jn. 5:18)

May 5, 2019
First Worship Service
Attendance: 44 Offering: $2435.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 21 Offering: $781.00
Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: 7 Offering: $10.00
Online Giving: $0

TODAY

MOTHER’S DAY

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
MONDAY MAY 13
Lois Paulson Graveside Service, Beaumont—
10:00 am
Lunch at LaCantina after service—Beaumont

Choir Practice—6:00 pm
Bells Practice—7:15 pm
TUESDAY MAY 14

Bible Study in Bridge City—10:00 am
New Building Team Meeting—1:00 pm
THURSDAY MAY 16
Bible Study in Bridge City - 10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale - 12:00 pm—6:00 pm
FRIDAY MAY 17
Pastor at Synod Assembly
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fantastic Fridays—5:30 pm
SATURDAY MAY 18
Pastor at Synod Assembly
SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am - 1:00 pm
SUNDAY MAY 19
Celebration of Graduates
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council—12:15 pm
Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm
THURSDAY MAY 23
Dining Out—The Schooner, Port Arthur 6:00 pm

HYMN SELECTIONS FOR
SUNDAY, MAY 12—FOURTH
SUNDAY OF EASTER
The 4th Sunday of Easter is subtitled "Good
Shepherd Sunday." The lectionary includes
multiple references to the sheep, the Lamb
and the Shepherd, but we are still in the
Easter season, so our hymn selections
create a balance between the joy of Easter,
Jesus' resurrection and our place among
God's people, carefully
tended the
Shepherd's fold.
Our worship begins with "Crown Him with
Many Crowns," a familiar hymn and one
that reflects the joy of Jesus' triumph and
resurrection. The Hymn of the Day, "The
Lord's My Shepherd," is a paraphrase of
Psalm 23 and is set to the familiar
tune, Brother James' Air. We conclude our
worship with the familiar hymn, "Blessed
Assurance;" we sing this hymn as a
reminder of our life in Christ and our call to
share the grace, goodness and joy Jesus
gives us.

THANK YOU THANK YOU
We want to be sure and thank Chris Richter
and the members of our wonderful choir for
all of the inspiring music that was
performed at each of our worship services
during Holy Week.
And also every
Sunday morning. These people inspire us to
lift our voices up to the heavens! Even if we
don’t sing like songbirds. Thank you for
such wonderful music!

SEEK & FIND RESALE SHOP
The Seek & Find Resale Shop continues to
help out Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
with our music program, to give the
community a place to donate items to be
pass on to others, and to provide an
opportunity for many in our surrounding
areas to acquire needed items at a low cost.
To maintain this ministry of blessing, we
need volunteers on Tuesday afternoon (1:00
pm) to sort through new items and to place
them in the shop. In addition, we need
volunteers to help staff the Shop during
operating hours: Thursdays noon – 6:00
pm; Fridays noon – 3:00 pm; and Saturdays
7:30 am – 1:00 pm. If you can help in any
way, please let the Church office know.

It’s a promise that gives strength to face
death—our own and those we love—knowing
that one day, we will see Jesus. “The Lamb
at the center of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs
of the water of life, and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes,” the words of
Revelation proclaim. (Revelation 7:17 NRSV )
To such good news, we can only respond
echoing the heavenly host, “Amen! Blessing
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.” (Revelation 7:12
NRSV)
3. On what occasions have you heard these
verses read?
4. Some might say that these verses are “piein-the-sky, by-and-by, when I die” and don’t
connect with present-day suffering.
How
would you respond?
5. Reflect on the words as someone reads the
hymn “Behold
the
Host Arrayed
in
White” (#425, Evangelical Lutheran Worship or
#314, Lutheran Book of Worship).
faith practice in daily life
Live among God’s faithful people
“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints….” We
confess our faith as we speak these words of
the Apostle’s Creed. We speak these words
when we baptize, and another is added to the
multitude of the faithful and is dressed in the
robe of righteousness. In our baptism, we
are made a member of the communion of
saints, joined with the saints of all times and
all places. We are called to live among God’s
faithful people, bearing witness to the one
who is Lamb and Shepherd.
6. What images come to mind when you hear
the phrase, “the communion of saints?”
Prayer
O risen Lamb, you promise to be with us in
our time of suffering and tribulation. Help
us trust in your promises, knowing that one
day, we will join in endless praise of you, the
Lamb, our Shepherd, Jesus, the risen Lord.
Amen
last word
Give thanks for saints in your life
whose lives bear witness to the risen Lord.
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!
Daily Faith Practices
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade
Copyright © 2013 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice
is included. www.ekca,org/dailyfaithpractices

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Marge Becker,
Evelyn Brandon,
Nancy Carlson,
Judy Colebrook,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Dorothy Eckhardt,
Anita & Eddie Fox,
Robert Freeman,
Tammi Geren,
Caleb Hayes,
Shawn Hickman,
Tillie Hickman,
Iris Hughes,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Susan Neil,
Mildred Pfluger,
Nancy & Darrell Pierce,
Maxine Pierce,
Arnold Proellochs,
Sharon Proellochs,
Donna Sandler,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Buddy Stelter,
Beverley Swink,
Amiee Tait,
Marie Tarver,
Khris Taylor, Jr. “Man Man”,
and Victor Viator.

CHANGE COLLECTION
NEW BUILDING
Starting with Easter Vigil and ending at
the end of June, the collection of change
will go to help with the costs for the new
building. Help us by depositing your
change in the glass container in the
welcoming area. So, please give
generously. Thank you.

The Fourth Sunday of Easter – Revelation
7:9-17
Focus: The resurrected Christ –The Lamb will
be our Shepherd
word of life
“They will hunger no more, and thirst no
more; the sun will not strike them, nor
any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the
center of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to
springs of the water of life, and God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Revelation 7:16-17 (NRSV)
Read Revelation 7:9-17
CHRIST IS RISEN!
CHRIST IS RISEN
INDEED!
The Easter celebration continues as we turn
again to the book of The Revelation to John.
In last week’s reading, the vision of John
focused on the Lamb that was slain – the
crucified and risen Christ – as the victorious
one. It is a victory won through sacrifice. It
is the Lamb alone, and not any earthly
emperor or power, who is worthy of praise.
The verses assigned for today shift the focus
to the saving effect of the Lamb for the
community of the faithful – a community
that is undergoing persecution, tribulation
and martyrdom.
1. How would you define “the community of
the faithful”?
2. What difference do you think it makes to a
community
experiencing
tribulation
to
proclaim that the Lamb is the victorious one?
The seer John witnesses “a great multitude
that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages
….” (Revelation 7:9 NRSV) With a few simple
words, the broad expanse of God’s salvation
is seen. All tribes and peoples and
languages, all dressed in white, all were
waving palm branches and crying out in a
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God
who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”
(Revelation 7:10 NRSV)
God’s
saving power is not limited to one people or
nation, but it is all-inclusive.
3. How have you heard heaven described?
Who do you think will be there?
4. On what do you base your answer?
The multitude’s attire and actions are
significant. White robes symbolize victory,
purity, and heavenly existence; and waving
palm branches is an action done to salute a
king or victor. (See John 12:13.) Their song
of worship and praise is echoed by all the
heavenly hosts with a chorus of resounding
“Amens.” This is clearly a vision of a great
victory celebration.

The seer is then asked the identity of the
white-robed multitude. The answer is given,
“These are they who have come out of the
great ordeal; they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.” (Revelation 7:14 NRSV)
In this
answer we see the purpose of Revelation. To
a community facing persecution, oppression,
death, suffering, and ordeals that seem too
great to bear; to all whose faith has been
tested, there is comfort and hope. Those
whose words and actions are a witness to the
resurrection will in the end witness the risen,
victorious Lamb.
All who suffer, all who
hunger and thirst, all experiencing the heat of
the day, will know relief.
In a profound
paradox, the Lamb becomes the shepherd
who will guide the flock to “springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:17 NRSV)
We hear echoes of the psalm for today: “The
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want … he
leads me beside still waters. He restores my
soul.” (Psalm 23 NRSV) Such a shepherd is
worthy of all praise and adoration!
5. What does it mean to say “the Lamb
becomes the shepherd?” In what ways is this
a comfort?
word among us
Sophie had seen many hardships in her long
life. The death of her husband, the loss of a
young child, a body racked with pain and
maladies, a life of poverty—she had known
much suffering.
Yet through it all, she
remained resolute in her faith. Her life was a
witness to the risen Christ. No matter how
difficult the circumstances, her words never
wavered. “God is good … all the time,” she
was known to say.
When asked how she could be so hope-filled
in the midst of so much hardship, sorrow,
and loss, she would confidently say, “I’m
standing on the promises of the Lamb; and I
know one day, I will see my Jesus. Ooh, what
a day that will be!” Her face would beam at
the thought. That day came in her 90th year
of earthly life. Her faith was constant to the
end.
1. Do you know someone like Sophie?
Describe him/her.
2. What do you rely on to get through trials
and tribulation?
We can rest assured that Sophie is numbered
as one of the multitude John envisioned,
dressed in white robes, waving palm
branches, singing praise to the Lamb, and
held in the arms of her Jesus. It’s a vision
that gives strength to face the trials and
tribulations of life.

