
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Barbara Brown 

5 Jennifer Buysse 

5 Mathis Gonzales 

8 Jan Ruppel 

9 Ann Hall  

10 Luke Buysse 

11 Maye Hanson 

12 Karri Stelly 

17 Carol Ann Nichols 

17 Brandon Warden 

18 Dorothy Eckhardt 

19 Marten Holeman 

20 Eddie Fox 

20 Allie Sherwood Allemand 

21 Ryleigh Moerbe 

26 John Babcock 

31 Jean Spitznagle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     
Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER  23—DECEMBER 30, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 23, 2018 

 

Cradle and cross are inextricably 
connected on the fourth Sunday of 
Advent. Between a lovely tribute to 
the little town of Bethlehem and the 
blessed virgin Mary’s magnificent 
song of praise, the letter to the     
Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain 
terms that Christ’s advent is for “the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.” It is the kind of tension 
in which the church always lives as 
when in the holy communion—with 
high delight—“we proclaim the 

Lord's death.”  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 

of December are given by Jennifer 
and Nathan Buysse in honor of the  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

family on this joyous and Blessed 
holiday season.  

 
December 16, 2018 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 50 Offering: $1500.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 24 Offering: $338.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: 10 Offering:  $250.00 

Online Offering: $0 

 
 
 
 

    

 



 

  

 

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Sack Lunch Ministry 
 

MONDAY DECEMBER 24 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

With Communion—5:45 pm 
 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 25 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 27 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 28 

 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fantastic Friday—5:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 29 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 30 
 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Confirmation—5:00 pm 
 

MONDAY DECEMBER 31 
 

 

TUESDAY JANUARY 1 
 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 

 
 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,             
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,          

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there  
is no law.”  

(Galatians 5:22-23)  

 

  

 

After I say, “I do, and I ask God to help and 
guide me”, what happens? 

Hopefully, the five-fold question used in the 
Affirmation of Baptism becomes: 
· A five-fold guide for living your baptism as 
a disciple of Christ 
· Five gifts to discover as you walk in the 

newness of life in Christ  

 

What are the Five Gifts of Discipleship? 
At the Affirmation of Baptism, we are asked 
to continue in the covenant God made with 
us in Holy Baptism. This process of        
continuing in the covenant of baptism     
includes five parts—not requirements, but 
rather gifts from God to help shape our new 
life in Christ. 
FIVE GIFTS OF DISCIPLESHIP 
Inner Gifts: 
LIVE among God’s faithful people 
HEAR the word of God and SHARE in the 
Lord’s supper 
Outer Gifts: 
PROCLAIM the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed 
SERVE all people, following the example of 
Jesus 
STRIVE for justice and peace in all the 
earth 

 
How are these gifts to be used? 

Each of the five gifts of discipleship has the 
potential to deepen our understanding of 
what it means to follow Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit    provides these gifts of discipleship 
with each of the five gifts flowing and    
overlapping with the others. On a daily    
basis, we are invited to live, hear, share, 
proclaim, serve, and strive—in the name of 
Christ. God guides and shapes us in the 
living of our baptism in the newness of life 
in Christ as we practice our faith each day. 
 
These five gifts help us to practice our faith 
and serve as a reminder of who has claimed 
us in baptism. If we do not practice faith, it 
is easy to get confused, complacent, chase 
other dreams, lose focus, and wander away 
from God’s calling—not reflecting our new 
life in Christ and the love of God. It is God’s 
work, but our hands as we are sent out into 
the world to be a visible witness to the love 
of Christ. 
 

Living our Baptism: Bible Studies: Five Gifts of Disciple-

ship, written by Robin McCullough-Bade May be repro-

duced for local, non-sale use provided the copyright no-

tice is included. www.elca.org/faithpractices Copyright © 

2017 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 



 

  

 

Bible Studies: Five Gifts of  
Discipleship 

How Do We Live Our Baptism? 
 

Martin Luther taught we are to daily renew 
our baptism. We rise and say, “I am      
baptized into Christ.” Whether we are 
young or old, this daily renewal of baptism 
leads to a practicing of faith and deepening 
of discipleship. Living our Baptism         
describes our faith journey as we come 
from the baptismal waters to live a new life 
in Christ. 
 
We do not have to discern how to follow 
Christ alone or without assistance. Instead 
God sends the Holy Spirit to call, gather, 
and sustain us in God’s grace, connecting 
us to brothers and sisters in Christ who 
also are living out their baptism. “Baptism             
inaugurates a life of discipleship in the 
death and resurrection of Christ. Baptism 
conforms us to the death and resurrection 
of Christ precisely so that we repent and 
receive forgiveness, love our neighbors,  
suffer for the sake of the Gospel, and     
witness to Christ.” (“The Use of the Means 
of Grace: A Statement on the Practice of 
Word and Sacrament,” principle 14, page 
20) 

 
How can we renew our baptism each day? 

We can renew our baptism in a variety of 
ways. Here are a few possibilities: 
· Each morning, rise and say Martin       
Luther’s words, “I am baptized into Christ.”  
· Each day, pray for the Holy Spirit to be 
your guide and keep you near Jesus 
Christ. 
· Each night, place water on your forehead, 
make the sign of the cross, remember you 
have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
· Combine all of the above. 

 
How do we renew our baptism at church? 

Here is the question asked by the presiding 
minister during the Affirmation of Baptism. 
Do you intend to continue in the covenant 
God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live 
among God’s faithful people, to hear the 
word of God and share in the Lord’s      
supper, to proclaim the good news of God 
in Christ through word and deed, to serve 
all people, following the example of Jesus, 
to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth?              
RESPONSE: I do, and I ask God to help 
and guide me. 
   

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Dorothy Eckhardt, 

Bob Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

David & Danielle Gonzales, 

Charlie Hall, 

Iris Hughes, 

Nora Klier, 

Kirk Dale Lanthier, 

Dagan Leger, 

Nancy Meek, 

Rev. Paul Nichols, 

Susan Neil, 

Douglas Rathgaber, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

The family of Eddie Shamp, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Beverley Swink, 

Aimee Tait, 

Grace Walhood. 
 

        NURSERY ATTENDANT 
 

We are in need of a Nursery             
Attendant. If you know of anyone who 
would be interested in working in our 
Nursery on Sundays and a few hours 
on Mondays and Fridays,  please let 
us know.  The job is posted on        
Facebook. This is a great job for a  
student or a mature person who is 
looking for part time work and loves  
working with children. 

 

SEW? 
 

Look for our own sewing group        
“Sew It Saturday” beginning in      
January.  The first date is January 5 
at 9:00 am.  This will be a monthly 
ministry for anyone who quilts, sews, 
needle points, cross stitches, crochets, 
etc. to gather on a Saturday for fun, 
fellowship and food. Come join us!  



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who 

helped with this year’s float:         

designers, builders, donators,   

walkers, and riders.  And a special 

thank you to Kathy Viator and 

Gary & Lisa Deleon who made the 

float extra special.  Also thank you 

to Charles & Caleb Hayes, Amanda 

Warden, and Pastor Paul Zoch for 

helping to construct and decorate 

the float.  The church will receive 

the Mayor’s Trophy at 5Point Credit 

Union during the Bridge City  

Chamber of Commerce Networking 

Coffee Tuesday, January 8 at 8:00 

am. Congratulations! 

CONGRATS! 
 

Congratulations to Nan & Randy 
Dillard whose ticket was pulled out 
by Amelia Hayes to win the beautiful 
quilt.  Thank you to everyone who 
bought and sold tickets with 
$394.00 going to   ministry.  Our 
goal is to raise even more next year 
and so please help us out! A big 
thank you to Pat Sherwood who 
made this quilt!  We appreciate her 
effort, time, and talent in helping us 
fund our ministry even when     
planning her daughter’s wedding.  
THANK YOU! 
 
 

 

  

 TUESDAY Bible Study 
 
The Tuesday Bible Study will resume 
January 8 at 10:00 am.  We will be   
finishing up the Screwtape Letters.  If 
you missed the first half of this study, 
please come and check this study out.   
 

The Screwtape Letters is a Christian 
apologetic novel by C. S. Lewis and 
dedicated to J. R. R. Tolkien. It is   
written in a satirical, epistolary 
style and while it is fictional in format, 
the plot and characters are used to   
address Christian theological issues, 
primarily those to do with temptation 
and resistance to it. 

First published in February 1942, the 
story takes the form of a series of      
letters from a senior demon Screwtape 
to his nephew Wormwood, a Junior 
Tempter. Uncle’s mentorship pertains 
to the nephew's responsibility in       
securing the damnation of a British 
man known only as "the Patient". 

In The Screwtape Letters, Lewis       
provides a series of lessons in the     
importance of taking a deliberate role 
in Christian faith by portraying a     
typical human life, with all its       
temptations and failings, seen from 
devils' viewpoints. Screwtape holds an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s t  i n 
the bureaucracy ("Lowerarchy") of Hell, 
and acts as a mentor to his nephew 
Wormwood, an inexperienced (and    
incompetent) tempter. 

In the 31 letters which constitute the 
book, Screwtape gives Wormwood     
detailed advice on various methods of 
undermining God's words and of     
promoting abandonment of God in "the 
Patient", interspersed with observations 
on human nature and on the Bible. In 
Screwtape's advice, selfish gain and 
power are seen as the only good, and 
neither demon can comprehend 
God's love for man or acknowledge   
human virtue. The Screwtape            
Letters became one of Lewis' most   
popular works, although he said it was 
"not fun" to write and "resolved never to 
write another 'Letter'". 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_apologetics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_apologetics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._R._R._Tolkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistolary_novel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wormwood_(Bible)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_belief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bureaucracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agape

