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WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE              Variations on Puer Nobis     - Aaron D. Miller 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩☩ one God, the Lord of Israel who             
comes to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy,             
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. Amen. 
 
Let us come before God in confession. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 

To you, O God, we lift up our souls. You know us through and              
through; we confess our sins to you. Remember not our sins;           
remember us with your steadfast love. Show us your ways;          
teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the             
sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of             
salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away           
in the name of ☩☩ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to              
serve. Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near.             
Amen. 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN           “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  
                                                                                           ELW 249 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND GREETING 

The first candle of the wreath is lit as we pray. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the             
Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom            
of heaven is near. Bless us as we light the candles on this             
wreath. Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, that we may be             
a light shining in the darkness welcoming others as Christ has           
welcomed us, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be            
God forever. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion              
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                  “Turn to Us Again”                        ELW S529 

Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The cantor and 
choir will sing the verses. 

 
Turn to us again, O God, our Savior, let your anger cease from us.  Lord, have 
mercy. 
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Show us your compassion, O God our Lord, grant us your salvation.  Christ, 
have mercy. 

 
Come and bring salvation; we wait, O God; may your glory dwell in us.  Lord, 
have mercy. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of              
your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world              
knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior         
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,            
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST LESSON                                                       Malachi 3:1-4 
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,            
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.            
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he          
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of              
his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
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For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as                
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants            
of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present            
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah           
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old              
and as in former years. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  - 15th Century French 
                                           Bell Choir                           Processional 
 
SECOND LESSON                             Philippians 1:3-11 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying           
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your               
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident             
of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring              
it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to               
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,              
for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my             
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.          
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the              
compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love            
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to           
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you               
may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of          
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and          
praise of God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All worshipers will sing the Alleluia; the Choir will sing the acclamation. 
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Prepare the way of the Lord.  All flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
 

GOSPEL                                          Luke 3:1-6 
 
The holy gospel, according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Soon and Very Soon”         ELW 439 
 
CREED 
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Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Prepare your church to share the good news, life-giving God. Put           
your word within us and dwell among us. Send us out to proclaim             
the mercy and salvation that abides in you. Hear us, O God. Your             
mercy is great. 
 
Protect the creation, life-giving God. Sustain the mountains and         
hills. Restore the rivers. Give us wisdom and compassion to care           
for wilderness areas and urban ecosystems. Move us to care for           
your creation in all its forms and richness. Hear us, O God. Your             
mercy is great. 
 
Purify the hearts of all people, life-giving God. Remove the hate           
that lives within us and among us. Mold us into peacemakers.           
Raise up leaders rooted in your love and fed by your word. Hear             
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Comfort all who hurt, life-giving God. Wrap them in your tender           
care. Remember the forgotten and send us out to share your love            
with them. Be with the wandering, the worried, and the woeful           
(especially). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Bless this congregation, life-giving God. Give strength and joy to          
worship leaders, musicians, and our altar guild as they prepare the           
way for the celebration of the Christ child’s coming among us.           
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember the generations who have shown us your         
faithfulness, life-giving God. Shine your light on those who mourn          

7 
 



and prepare us for that day when we will see you face-to-face.            
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you            
these prayers and those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our           
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 
 
ANTHEM                           “Prepare Ye”            - Karin T. Shovic 
  
OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 
Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious            
fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us            
patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the             
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our               
thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times               
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and            
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted         
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you           
will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge              
the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,            
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your             
name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS                   ELW 193 
 

 
  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are             
you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in              
the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed            
are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for            
Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,             
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take             
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the             
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for             
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,             

9 
 



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this              
for the remembrance of me.  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is            
risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among           
us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death              
and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.  
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us and bless this 
meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people and 
fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God             
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.           
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy           
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not            
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever            
and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord 
is good. 
 

10 
 



Please be seated.  

LAMB OF GOD                                                              ELW 195 
 

 
MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing this hymn as we receive 
communion. 
 
“Light Dawns on a Weary World”                                  ELW 726 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and              
cup we have feasted again on your endless love. Let that love            
overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be           
messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and         
righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior         
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                     “Hark, the Glad Sound” 
                                                                                          ELW 239 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
  
POSTLUDE  
 
“O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”                      - Rolf Schweizer 
  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
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.  
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photocopy granted 

 

Power Upended 

Today’s gospel begins with a list of seven national, regional, and           
religious rulers. If you want to know power, look no further than            
these names. And yet, plunked down next to these power brokers is            
John, a ragamuffin in the wilderness. God chose John as his           
messenger, dismantling any ideas that we need political or social          
power in society to be useful to God’s mission. 

John may not be a political titan, but his message is authoritative.            
John commands us to “prepare the way of the Lord” (Luke 3:4), to            
begin major construction on the systems and structures of our          
world. Valleys will be filled, mountains will be leveled, and          
crooked ways will be straightened out. This is no small project that            
John has in mind! 

But before we go rounding up the bulldozers, notice how this           
upending is going to take place. John doesn’t arrive with heavy           
equipment, nor with the power of armies or wealth. Instead, God           
empowers the wilderness wanderer with nothing but the word         
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repent. John arrives with a call to stop looking to the power            
brokers for our peace but instead to return to God, who can level             
mountains with a few ordinary folks willing to claim a different           
kind of power. 

This call to return to God is a radical notion inviting us to enter              
God’s vision for a world ruled not by power over others or by false              
peace, but by love. It is a call not to overthrow, but to clear the               
path in our hearts and in our world to receive God, who provides             
ultimate peace. Returning to God, we see possibility where before          
we saw hopelessness. Returning to God, we enter a place of           
desolation—the wilderness—and see that God transforms it into a         
place of redemption, new life, and abundance. As we prepare to           
welcome the Christ child, let us answer John’s call to repent,           
embracing God’s ultimate peace as we fervently pray, “Come,         
Lord Jesus, come.” 
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