
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Tim Beard 

  3 Marilyn Wheeler 

  4 Dale Corkran 

  6 Marilyn Bennett 

6 Seamus MacCallum 

  6 Alexa Moerbe 

  6 Trevor Trahan 

  8 Todd Luke 

  11 Rhett Moerbe 

  12 Emma Buysse 

  12 Donna Lanthier 

  14 Pat Appel 

  15 Danielle Gonzales 

  18 Linda Schulz 

  19 Trent Corkran 

  20 Clint Smith 

  21 Charles Hall 

  22 Justin Rougeau 

  24 Arthur Sherwood 

  28 Christi Moerbe 

  30 Kaden Stelly 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     
Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 9 - SEPTEMBER16, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 9, 2018 

 

James  tells  us  to   stop   showing 
favoritism in the assembly, treating 
the rich visitor with more honor 
than the poor one. Jesus himself 
seems to show partiality in his first 
response to the Syrophoenician 
woman in today’s gospel. Was he 
testing her faith in saying Gentiles 
don’t deserve the goods meant for 
God’s children? Or was he speaking 
out of his human worldview, but 
transcended those limits when she 
took him by surprise with her reply? 
Either way, the story tells us that 
God shows no partiality. Everyone 
who brings her or his need to Jesus 
is received with equal honor as a 

child and heir.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 

of September are donated by Erma 
and Chris Richter in honor of their 
grandchildren Charlotte, Molly, and 

Adam. 

September 2, 2018 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 38 Offering: $1481.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 26 Offering: $460.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: 6 Offering: $0 

Online Offering: $0.00 
 

  



 

  

 

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

See You At The Pole—5:00 pm 
 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 10 
 

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 

Bells Practice—7:15 pm 
 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 11 
 

Bible Study -10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 12 

 

Compassionate Friends—10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 13 

 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—3:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 14 

 

Nutrition Center—10:30 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fantastic Fridays— 5:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-12:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16 
 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council—12:15 pm 

Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm 

 
 

 

 

MONTHLY SERVICE PROJECT 
 

Our monthly service project for       
August and September is School   
Supplies collection.  Please bring the 
supplies needed by school children so 
that they will not have to go to school 
empty-handed.  Thank you! 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

SEEK & FIND RESALE SHOP 
 

Have you been to our Shop yet?  We 
invite you to check this ministry out; 
it is exciting and full of life.  The Shop 
is crammed with recent donations and 
we continue to take more.  There is a 
group of great volunteers who are  
putting long hours and resources to 
help grow this point of engagement 
with the community that provides for 
a community need and helps support 
our ministry. 
August was our best month since 
opening in October of last year with 
income of $2,123.58 and a net going 
to ministry of $1,523.58; for the year 
of 2018, the Seek & Find Resale Shop 
has earned $10,817.38 and netting 
$6,017.38 after rent expense for    
ministry (7% of our income to do   
ministry).  Thank you to everyone who 
is making this happen!  You are truly  

living courageously in GENEROSITY!   

If you can help any way, please let 

Pastor Paul know.  And we are always 

taking donations. 

 

 

 

 

 
BUILDING TEAM 

UPDATE 
 

The team is still working to create a 
design and the placement on the  
property of a new building with a CAD 
(Computer-aided design) person.  
Hopefully, a   finalized design and 
budget will be coming soon. Have any 
more quest ions,  suggest ions,         
concerns?  Please talk to a Team 
Member (Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, 
Caleb Hayes, Chuck Sherwood, or 

Grace Walhood). 

 



 

  

Con’t. 

 
in which we live takes great courage. If we 
limit our theology of stewardship merely to 
how we invest our money and possessions, 
then we have missed the message. God has 
chosen to work through us to transform this 
world; therefore, God calls us to steward this 
ultimate kingdom vision. Of course,        
stewardship of such a comprehensive,      
missional task cannot be explained with    
notions of management and preservation. 
Such an active and courageous stewardship 
will force us to live differently, and we will 
likely have to engage personally, politically, 
and publicly. 
 

Stewardship, therefore, is not merely a 

church word associated with fundraising, 

pledging, and annual budgets. Stewardship is 

a theological word that leads us to cling to 

God’s promise for the future, to announce 

that vision to the world, and to live into this 

vision by working for that change right now. 

When living courageously, we can wait      

expectantly upon the Lord, risking the safety 

and comfort of the status quo for the chance 

to live into the role that God calls us to play 

in the ongoing creation, redemption, and 

transformation of this world. 

 

 David King is Karen Lake Buttrey Director of the 

Lake Institute on Faith and Giving, Indiana        

University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy. He 
formerly served as assistant professor of church 

history at Memphis Theological Seminary. 

 

 

Work for Change! 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

 

Marilyn Bennett, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Iris Hughes, 

Nora Klier, 

Beverly LeBlanc, 

Ray Long, 

Terrie Looney, 

Margie Matlock, 

Nancy Meek, 

Susan Neil, 

Mildred Pfluger, 

Douglas Rathgaber, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Beverley Swink, 

Pat Thibodeaux, 

Kathy Viator, 

Grace Walhood. 
 

SEE YOU AT THE POLE 
 

 

TODAY  at 5 pm, come join us as our 
community gets together to pray for our 
schools.  Good Shepherd Lutheran is 
leading the prayer time at the Bridge City 
Bus Barn on West Roundbunch.  This   
activity  is intended to lift up prayers for 
our students, teachers, school clubs and 
athletics, student safety, and for the 
strength of conviction  during the year. 
Let’s show our support! 

 

NURSERY ATTENDANT 
 

We are in need of a Nursery Attendant. If 
you know of anyone who would be        
interested in working in our Nursery on 
Sundays and a few hours on Mondays 
and Fridays,  please let us know.  The job 
is posted on Facebook. This is a great job 
for a student or a mature person who is 
looking for part time work and loves  
working with children. 

 
 
 
 



 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Take A Risk 
David King 

 
At first, stewardship might lead us to picture 
the exact opposite of courage. Isn’t          
stewardship about good management,  
preservation, and limited risk? In the        
financial planning world, that is what first 
comes to mind. In your first meeting with a 
financial planner, you are likely to take an 
assessment to gauge your risk tolerance, and 
only then will your planner work with you to 
develop a diverse portfolio with a mix of 
stocks and bonds precisely chosen to balance 
risk with return on investment. And as we 
move toward retirement, we minimize risk to 
play it even safer in order to preserve the nest 
egg we have worked so hard to build. 
 
But that is not exactly the stewardship    
metaphor we get through scripture. In Mat-
thew 25:14-30, Jesus offers us the Parable of 
the Talents, and it is the servant who buries 
his talents (preserving the principle,         
mitigating all risk, but sacrificing any return) 
who is chastised by the master. It was the 
servants who risked their talents and        
increased them who were praised and       
rewarded. Yet, it was less the servants’     
economic prowess that the master praised; it 
was their trustworthiness: “You have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things” (v. 21, 23). It seems 
that living courageously and stewardship are 
directly tied to trust. 
 

Too often, however, I find that our models of 

stewardship in the church are designed for 

preservation and limited risk (trust in       

ourselves) rather than helping Christians to 

live freely, simply, generously, and           

courageously (trusting in God). Of course, 

there is a difference between living           

courageously and living foolishly. In another 

of Jesus’s parables, he describes the wise 

man who built his house upon a rock in   

contrast to the fool who built his house on 

shifting sand (Matt 7:24-27). Wisdom comes 

from building a solid foundation, but there is 

a difference between standing firm and laying 

down anchor and refusing to move. I have 

been struck over this past year by deadly  

 

  

 
Con’t. 

hurricanes Harvey and Irma forcing       

millions in the United States to make the 

choice to abandon their homes and flee as 

well as by the endless numbers of refugees 

in countries like Syria that must make the 

even more difficult choice to leave their 

homeland in the face of terrifying war. It 

often takes more courage to leave home 

than to stay. Even when home is no longer 

safe or comfortable, residing in the familiar 

is safe. 

And in the midst of danger and tremendous 

change, our faith calls us to “be strong, and 

let your heart take courage” (Ps 31:24). The 

Israelites knew something about being   

refugees. Like so many psalms, Psalm 31 

was written to ask God to deliver God’s 

people from their enemies. And alongside 

their cries for deliverance, they proclaimed 

that in such a precarious situation, they 

would seek refuge in the Lord. Even as   

refugees, they knew where their hope    

rested.  

Of course, the Israelites did not pretend 

that it was easy to be strong and take  

courage in the midst of what they faced, 

but they continually reminded themselves 

that it was possible for “all who wait upon 

the Lord” (Ps 31:24). This phrase, “wait  

upon the Lord,” is repeated all throughout 

the Old and New Testaments, and because 

we find it so often, I think we might      

overlook its significance. Waiting can have 

a very passive connotation— sitting back 

and not doing anything until it is our time. 

Yet that is not what God’s people mean by 

being called “to wait upon the Lord.” Psalm 

31 is a cry to God for God’s help, but it also 

proclaims a trust in God’s promises that 

leads to action. Waiting upon the Lord is to 

live expectantly, trusting in God’s character 

and promises, and setting out to get our 

hands dirty. We trust in what has been 

said about what God would do, but this is 

an active trust that calls us not to build 

walls (stewardship as preservation,      

management, or fair-share giving), but   

rather to be an active steward of the future 

of God’s kingdom. So, when we are living 

courageously, stewardship calls us to do 

good, be generous, and be ready to share 

so that we might “take hold of the life that 

is really life” (1 Tim 6:18- 19). But living as 

Timothy suggests in the midst of the world  


