
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Debbie Moerbe 
5 Amelia Hayes 
6 LaVerne Smith 
12 Larry Moerbe 

13 Oceania Rougeau 
16 Michelle Belcher 

16 Anita Fox 
19 Keigan Corkran 

23 Mike Hickey 
27 Jacob Myers 
27 Rod Ruppel 

29 Edwin Brown 
31 Justin Clark 

 

 

 

 

 For through wisdom your days will be many,  

and years will be added to your life.  

(Pr. 9:11)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

AUGUST 5—AUGUST 12, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 5, 2018 

 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ 
feeding of thousands, some who 
were there press him for a sign of 
his power; perhaps it is daily manna 
they want. As always in John’s   
gospel when people want a sign,   

Jesus offers himself. He is the bread 
come from heaven to give life to the 
world. He calls us to come to him 
and believe in him, and through that 
relationship to know the one who 

sent him.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 
of August are donated by Nathan 
and Jennifer Buysse in honor/
memory of their parents. 

 

 

and how from infancy you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

(Pr. 3:15) 

 

July 29, 2018 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 27 Offering: $141.77 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 34 Offering: $930.00 

Online Offering: $0.00 

 

        



 

  

 

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Beaumont Worship— 3:00 pm  (NEW) 
 

TUESDAY AUGUST 7 
 

Bible Study -10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 8 

 

Compassionate Friends—10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY AUGUST 9 

 

Bible Study—10:00 am 
 

FRIDAY AUGUST 10 

 

Nutrition Center, Beaumont —10:30 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fantastic Fridays— 5:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY AUGUST 11 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-12:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY AUGUST 12 
 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

MONDAY AUGUST 20 
 

Beaumont Lunch—Floyd’s Cajun—

11:30 

 

TUESDAY AUGUST 21 
 

Tasting for Some Other Place—5:00pm 

 

 
 
“Dear Lord God, I want to preach so that you 

are glorified. I want to speak of you, praise 

you, praise your name. Although I probably 

cannot make it turn out well, won’t you make 

it turn out well?” [Martin Luther, Meuser; Lu-

ther The Preacher, p. 51] 
 

  

 

SOME OTHER PLACE 

Tuesday August 21 is the day for the 
Some Other Place Tasting. It is held in 
Beaumont from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 
Please see Nancy Meeks for tickets to 
this fun and worthy cause. A $10  
ticket gets you inside the cool confines 
of the Beaumont Civic Center where 
you can taste bite-sized samples from 
more than 50 food vendors,            
restaurants, local businesses and 
churches. 

TUESDAY STUDY 
You are invited to join us each     

Tuesday morning at 10:00 am to look 

at the C. S. Lewis book The Screwtape 

Letters.  Clive Staples Lewis (1898-

1963) is a former Oxford Professor, 

Christian apologist, lay theologian.  

His apologetic work Mere Christianity 

remains a top 5 apologetic for the 

Christian faith, while his children’s 

books The Chronicles of Narnia contin-

ue to teach the Christian faith in a 

powerful way.  He is one of the most 

quoted authors on Twitter.  So, come 

and grow in faith with us Tuesdays! 

 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

Please remember that each week we 
need a volunteer to bring refreshments 
for the fellowship time after the first 
service on Sunday.  There is a sign up 

sheet in the Narthex and we            
appreciate your help in making sure 
that there is something good to eat  as 
we do a little bit of   socializing   before 
our Sunday School class.  Thank you. 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B002BD2UR0/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B002BD2UR0&linkCode=as2&tag=kevnetchrcu00-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0066238501/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0066238501&linkCode=as2&tag=kevnetchrcu00-20


 

  
 

Con’t 
Another Building Project 

Maybe in our thinking about faith and 
stewardship, the gains of incrementalism 
should be acknowledged and celebrated. 

Take, for example, the congregation I’m 
blessed to serve: the Spanish Fort     

Presbyterian Church on the eastern 
shore of the Mobile Bay in Alabama. 
Back in 2005 (well before my tenure), 

God helped this church dream a bold 
dream -- a huge investment in our Youth 
and Music programs, namely in the    
creation of two wings that flank the  
sanctuary today. The investment:        

approximately $1.3 million dollars.     
Naturally, an undertaking like that    
warrants a fully-fledged capital campaign 
led by seasoned fundraisers. (In fact, a 
project of that size for our congregation 

took a few concerted campaigns). 
 

But, let’s not lose the trees for the forest. 
It’s now 2018, and we’re within striking 

distance of being debt free. And that     
reality can only be ascribed to the        
incremental, accumulative efforts of the 
people of SFPC who continually,         

regularly, even monotonously respond to 

God’s generosity with their own. It is 
their disciplined stewardship, their    
conventional (dare I say “boring”?)      
tithing, their remarkably ordinary giving 
that has carried that debt faithfully over 

13 years. Sure, there were a few flashy, 
big gifts along the way in our temple   
project. Again, it’s easy to idolize those 
big leaps. But, the math tells the real  
story. The journey from zero to 

$1,300,000 is the story of tens of     
thousands of small, faithful steps -- $35 
dollars here and $120 dollars there. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

MONTHLY SERVICE PROJECT 
 

Our monthly service project for      
August and September is School  
Supplies collection.  Please bring the 
supplies needed by school children so 
that they will not have to go to school 
empty-handed.  Thank you!  

  

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

 

 

John & Martha Akers, 

Marilyn Bennett, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Anita Fox, 

Eddie Fox, 

Flo Gilbert, 

Iris Hughes, 

Nora Klier, 

Beverly LeBlanc, 

Margie Matlock, 

Nancy Meek, 

Susan Neil, 

Mike Rahja, 

Douglas Rathgaber, 

Clint Smith, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Beverley Swink, 

Pat Thibodeaux, 

Grace Walhood. 
 
 
 

SOME OTHER PLACE 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Lunch is served at Some Other Place 
in Beaumont on Friday, August 10 
from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. If you are 
interested is helping, please let Pastor 
Paul know.  



 

  
 

Incremental Stewardship 
by Rev. Ross M. Reddick 

 

Rev. Ross M. Reddick is a spectacularly 
average Presbyterian Minister serving in 
south Alabama, and that’s something to 
celebrate. He writes an extra $50 check, 

over and above his tithe, to the SFPC 
Capital Campaign once a month. 
 

Summer is a time when many of us take 
road trips. For me, the open road is also 
a prime opportunity for listening to    

podcasts. A recent episode of  
Freakonomics Radio has really stuck 
with me. If you’re not familiar, 
Freakonomics is the unlikely brainchild 
of journalist Stephen Dubner and award-

winning economist Steven Levitt. The 
show is deceptively simple, and therefore 
captivating: using the data and toolsets 
economists employ, but in a way that’s 
approachable,  surpr is ing,  and             

illuminating for daily life. 
 

Incrementalism 
The episode that’s still rolling around in 
my head is “In Praise of Incrementalism.” 
The argument is that the world pays too 

much attention to immediate, meteoric 
successes in human endeavors -- from 

healthcare, to education, to politics. (I 
would add religion to the list). In          
actuality, stories of substantial change 
through history more than likely involve 
slow, incremental gains. 
 

Several examples support their            
argument: 
• the Italian Renaissance, which was 

not an immediate revolution of new 
forms, but rather a century’s worth of            

incremental changes, with each artist 
moving the ball forward ever so  
slightly. 

• The civil rights struggle, which didn’t 
happen overnight. Few people know 

the tedious details of the decades-long 
efforts that would eventually pave the 
way for titans like Martin Luther King 
Jr. to move the needle in more visible 

ways. 

• The parallel civil rights journey of the 
LGBTQ community which reached a 
new chapter in 2015 when the        
exclusion of same-sex couples from 
marriage was found to be               

unconstitutional. 
 

 

  

 
 

Con’t 
 

• The story of how the United       

Kingdom went from only one gold 
medal in 76 years of cycling      
competition to winning six of them 

in Rio and eight of them in London. 
In short, the answer was a strategy 

called “marginal gains”--      actively 
improving small things like posture, 
nutrition, and even seemingly      
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g s ,  l i k e          
h a n d w a s h i n g  a n d  h o t e l               

arrangements. 
 
But what does any of this have to do 
w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  s t e w a r d s h i p ,               
institutional fundraising, and church 

finances? 
 

Baptizing Incrementalism 
The sixth chapter of First Kings is 
dreadfully boring. Well, it was until I 
read it again through this new lens of 
incrementalism. It describes in great 
detail the process by which Solomon 

built the temple. We are familiarized 
with the cubital dimensions of the 

nave, vestibule, inner sanctuary, and 
other chambers. The windows,          
finishings, support beams, and roof 

tiles are described. We even know that 
the stones were crafted off-site in what 
is, perhaps, the first noise ordinance 
found in scripture. 
At the end of the chapter, we read, “…

the house was finished in all its parts, 
and according to all its specifications. 
He was seven years in building it. (1 
Kings 6:38).” 
Seven years. 

Stone by stone. Pillar by pillar. The 
temple came together, but it did so 
slowly. 
I thought deeply about what this     
construction project would have looked 

like in real life. I visualized all the     
calloused human hands that carved 
and laid the stone. I imagined the 
amount of time and brainwork involved 

in calculating the portions, laying out 

the plans, and translating those plans 
from the designers to the workers on 
site. I contemplated how the “end  
product” must have been broken down 
into small, achievable chunks, and   

accomplished bit by bit. 

 
 


